
Montana Environmental Policy Act - EIS
75-1-101, et seq., MCA NOTE: Timeframes may change due to delayed response from applicant or outside agency.
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Submits 
application for 
DEQ Permit or 
Authorization

Determine that EIS is 
necessary with 
concurrence of 

applicant OR through 
EA Process  

EIS needed?

Permit 
Decision

Prepare Draft EIS:
 Describe affected environment

 Compare effects with objectives, 
issues, laws, standards, etc.

 Analyze effects of each 
alternative on the affected 

environment

No

Yes

Working Draft 
EIS issued 

internal for review

Identifies a 
preferred 

alternative 
(tentative)

Draft EIS published 
for public review

30-60 Days

Participates in the 
public review 

process; submits 
comments

Participates in the 
public review 

process; submits 
comments

Comments 
Received

Review comments 
and incorporate 

responses into EIS

Revise
Draft EIS?

Adopt Draft EIS as 
Final

No

Revise Draft EIS 
as necessary

Yes

Final 
EIS published 
with selected 

alternative

Decision-maker 
reviews & writes 

finding 
15 Days

Record of 
Decision 

(ROD) Issued

Receives 
Notice of 
Decision

Receives 
Notice of 
Decision

Receives 
Notice of 
Decision

Scoping 
Conducted

Participate in 
Scoping Process

Participate in 
Scoping Process

Participate in 
Scoping Process

Participates in the 
public review 

process; submits 
comments


