
ALTERNATIVE ANALYSIS: means an evalua�on of different parameters, mi�ga�on measures, or 
control measures that would accomplish the same objec�ves as those included in the proposed ac�on 
by the applicant. For a project that is not a state-sponsored project, it does not include an alterna�ve 
facility or an alterna�ve to the proposed project itself. The term includes alterna�ves required pursuant 
to Title 75, chapter 20. (75-1-220, MCA) 

ALTERNATIVE:  
(a)(i) an alternate approach or course of ac�on that would appreciably accomplish the same objec�ves 
or results as the proposed ac�on; 
(ii) design parameters, mi�ga�on, or controls other than those incorporated into a proposed ac�on by 
an applicant or by an agency prior to prepara�on of an EA or dra� EIS; 
(iii) no ac�on or denial; and 
(iv) for agency-ini�ated ac�ons, a different program or series of ac�vi�es that would accomplish other 
objec�ves or a different use of resources than the proposed program or series of ac�vi�es 
(b) The agency is required to consider only alterna�ves that are realis�c, technologically available, and 
that represent a course of ac�on that bears a logical rela�onship to the proposal being evaluated. (ARM 
17.4.603(2)) 

Categorical exclusion: refers to a type of ac�on which does not individually, collec�vely, or 
cumula�vely require an EA or EIS, as determined by rulemaking or programma�c review adopted by the 
agency, unless extraordinary circumstances, as defined by rulemaking or programma�c review, occur. 
ARM 17.4.603 (5) 

Cumula�ve impact: means the collec�ve impacts on the human environment of the proposed ac�on 
when considered in conjunc�on with other past and present ac�ons related to the proposed ac�on by 
loca�on or generic type. Related future ac�ons must also be considered when these ac�ons are under 
concurrent considera�on by any state agency through pre-impact statement studies, separate impact 
statement evalua�on, or permit processing procedures. (ARM 17.4.603 (7)) 

Environmental assessment: (EA) means a writen analysis of a proposed ac�on to determine whether 
an EIS is required or to serve one or more of the other purposes described in ARM 17.4.607(2). (ARM 
17.4.603 (9)) 

Environmental impact statement: (EIS) means the detailed writen statement required by sec�on 
75-1-201, MCA, which may take several forms: a) "dra� environmental impact statement" means a 
detailed writen statement prepared to the fullest extent possible in accordance with 75-1-201(1) (b) 
(iii), MCA, and these rules; 
(b) "final environmental impact statement" means a writen statement prepared to the fullest extent 
possible in accordance with 75-1-201, MCA, and ARM 17.4.618 or 17.4.619 and which responds to 
substan�ve comments received on the dra� environmental impact statement; 
(c) "joint environmental impact statement" means an EIS prepared jointly by more than one agency, 
either state or federal, when the agencies are involved in the same or a closely related proposed ac�on. 
 (ARM 17.4.603 (10)) 

Programma�c review: means an analysis (EIS or EA) of the impacts on the quality of the human 
environment of related ac�ons, programs, or policies. (ARM 17.4.603 (15)) 

http://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0750/chapter_0010/part_0020/section_0010/0750-0010-0020-0010.html
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0750/chapter_0010/part_0020/section_0010/0750-0010-0020-0010.html
https://rules.mt.gov/gateway/ruleno.asp?RN=17.4.618
https://rules.mt.gov/gateway/ruleno.asp?RN=17.4.619


Secondary impact: means a further impact to the human environment that may be s�mulated or 
induced by or otherwise result from a direct impact of the ac�on. ARM 17.4.603 (18) 

 


