














ENCLOSURE 2
EPA REGION VIII TMDL REVIEW

TMDL Document Info:

Document Name: The West Fork Gallatin River Watershed Total
Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) and Framework
Watershed Water Quality Improvement Plan

Submitted by: Montana Department of Environmental Quality

Date Received: September 28, 2010

Review Date: September 29, 2010

Reviewer: Jason Gildea

Rough Draft / Public Notice / { Final

Final Draft?

Notes:

Reviewers Final Recommendation(s) to EPA Administrator (used for final draft review only):
DX Approve
[ ] Partial Approval
[ ] Disapprove
[ ] Insufficient Information

Approval Notes to Administrator: DBased on the review presented below. | reconumend
approval of the TMDI.s submitted in this document.

This document provides a standard format for EPA Region 8 to provide comments to state TMDL
programs on TMDL documents submitted to EPA for either formal or informal review. All TMDL
documents are evaluated against the minimum submission requirements and TMDL elements identified in
the following 8 sections:

1. Problem Description

i.1. TMDL Document Submittal Letter

1.2. ldentification of the Waterbody, lmpairments, and Study Boundaries
1.3. Water Quality Standards

Water Quality Target

Pollutant Source Analysis

TMDL Technical Analysis

4.1. Data Set Description

4.2. Waste Load Allocations (WLA)

4.3. Load Aliocations (LA)

4.4, Margin of Safety (MOS)

4.5. Seasonality and variations in assimilative capacity
Public Participation

Monitoring Strategy

Restoration Strategy

Daily Loading Expression
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Under Section 303(d) of the Clean Water Act, waterbodies that are not attaining one or more water
quality standard { WQS) are considered “impaired.” When the cause of the impairment is determined to
be a pollutant, a TMDL analysis is required to assess the appropriate maximum allowable pollutant
loading rate. A TMDL document consists of a technical analysis conducted to: (1) assess the maximum
pollutant loading rate that a waterbody is able to assimilate while maintaining water quality standards:
and (2) allocate that assimilative capacity among the known sources of that pollutant. A well written
TMDL document will describe a path forward that may be used by those who implement the TMDL
recommendations to attain and maintain WQS.

Each of the foliowing eight sections describe the rationale that EPA Region 8 staff uses when reviewing
TMDL documents. Also included in each section is a list of EPA’s minimum submission requirements
relative to that section, a brief suminary of the EPA reviewer's findings. and the reviewer’s comments
and/or suggestions. Use of the verb “must™ in the minimum submission requirements denotes
information that is required to be submitted because it relates to elements of the TMDL required by the
CWA and by regulation. Use of the term “*should™ below denotes information that is generally necessary
for EPA to determine if a submitted TMDL is approvable.

This review template is intended to ensure compliance with the Clean Water Act and that the reviewed
documents are technically sound and the conclusions are technically defensible.

1.0 Problem Description

A TMDL document needs to provide a clear explanation of the problem it is intended to address.
Included in that description should be a definitive portrayal of the physical boundaries to which the
TMDL applies, as well as a clear description of the impairments that the TMDL intends to address and
the associated pollutant(s) causing those impairments. While the existence of one or more impairment
and stressor may be known, it is important that a comprehensive evaluation of the water quality be
conducted prior to development of the TMDL to ensure that all water quality problems and associated
stressors are identified. Typically, this step is conducted prior to the 303(d) listing of a waterbody
through the monitoring and assessment program. The designated uses and water quality criteria for the
waterbody should be examined against available data to provide an evaluation of the water quality
relative to all applicable water quality standards. If. as part of this exercise. additional WQS problems are
discovered and additional stressor pollutants are identified. consideration should be given to concurrently
evaluating TMDLs for those additional pollutants. [f it is determined that insufficient data is available to
make such an evaluation, this should be noted in the TMDL document,

I.1 TMDL Document Submittal Letter

When a TMDL document is submitted to EPA requesting formal comments or a final review and

approval, the submittal package should include a letter identifving the document being submitted and the
purpose of the submission.

Minimum Submission Requirements.

<1 A TMDL submittal letter should be included with each TMDL document submitted to EPA requesting a formal
review.

i< The submittal letter should specify whether the TMDL document is being submitted for initial review and
comments. public review and comnients. or final review and approval.

Bd Each TMDL document submitted to EPA for final review and approval should be accompanied by a submitial
letter that explicitly states that the submittal is a final TMDL submitted under Section 303(d) of the Clean Water
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