2025 Montana Nonpoint Source Program Annual Report
2025 Accomplishment Table 
[bookmark: RANGE!A1]Table 8-1: Interim Outcome - Water quality standards have been developed. Accomplishments are reported to the best of DEQ’s ability.
	No.
	Key Partner(s)
	Actions
	Measurable Milestones
	2025 Accomplishments

	1
	DEQ Standards and Modeling Section
	Re-evaluate the chemical, physical, and biological condition of reference sites
	At least 100 reference sites re-evaluated
	Completed over 20 consecutive years of monitoring stream reference sites. 22 sites were visited in 2025 to collect chemical, biological, and physical data that are useful for describing water quality reference conditions in Montana’s ecoregions. All reference data was compiled and summarized in 2025.  

	2
	DEQ Standards and Modeling Section
	Develop models for large rivers (e.g., Missouri, Yellowstone)
	Models developed for at least 2 large river segments
	Continued development of a model for upper segments of the Yellowstone River.

	3
	DEQ Standards and Modeling Section
	Develop technical basis for a lake classification system based on nutrient status
	Demonstrated progress in developing numeric nutrient and transparency lake water quality standards
	Development of a separate classification system for lakes has not been prioritized at this time. DEQ has been developing a method to assess lake and reservoir eutrophication using aquatic life and recreation indicators.   

	4
	DEQ Standards and Modeling Section, MT Department of Agriculture
	Develop and circulate numeric standards for all pesticides identified in Montana groundwater and surface waters
	Adoption of numeric standards for all pesticides within 4 years of DEQ notification of detection in state waters
	Development and adoption of pesticide standards is a continuous process triggered by the Department of Agriculture’s request to the DEQ to develop and adopt water quality standards for surface and groundwater. New or existing pesticides standards are reviewed every 3 years during the water quality standards triennial review. No additional pesticide water quality standards were requested or recommended during or since the 2023 water quality standards triennial review. Preparations are underway to initiate rulemaking in 2026 to amend standards for four pesticides to correct calculation errors.    



Table 8-2: Interim Outcome - Montana’s waters have been assessed to determine compliance with water quality standards and compiled in updated Integrated Report
	No.
	Key Partner(s)
	Actions
	Measurable Milestones
	2025 Accomplishments

	5
	DEQ Monitoring and Assessment
	Conduct statewide water quality assessments.
	Musselshell watershed, Beaverhead watershed, Big Creek and Jim Creek assessment projects will be completed for the 2018 Integrated report
	MAS finished sediment, habitat and BEHI monitoring for the Clarks Fork Yellowstone watershed; continued nutrient, temperature, dissolved oxygen and algae monitoring in the Gallatin Watershed; and finished nutrient and metals monitoring on Cooney Reservoir. MAS drafted a pH assessment method and 2022/2024 Integrated Report, which received public comments and EPA review.

	6
	DEQ Monitoring and Assessment Section, watershed groups
	Assess water quality status and trends in priority areas through fixed station monitoring
	1. Fixed station monitoring continues on the Clark Fork River through contracted efforts and annual reports are provided on the Clark Fork Coalition website. 
2. Fixed station reports will be completed by DEQ for the Musselshell River and the Red Rock River during 2017 and shared with each watershed group and other DEQ programs
	1. Continued nutrient trend monitoring on the Clark Fork and Bitterroot Rivers through local partnerships. 
2. Monitoring efforts continued on the Clarks Fork Yellowstone watershed, Cooney Reservoir, and Gallatin Watershed.

	7
	DEQ Standards and Modeling Section
	Address septic influence on surface water quality
	Septic influence characterized in 3 TMDL or other water quality protection documents
	Septic influence was characterized for the Beaverhead and Red Rock draft nutrient TMDL documents (publication expected in 2026).

	8
	DEQ Monitoring and Assessment
	Review/update Water Quality Integrated Report (305(b)/303(d))
	Updated reports in 2018, 2020, and 2022
	Completed assessment analysis work for the 2022-2024 Water Quality Integrated Report. The Call for Data for the 2026 Integrated Report concluded in January 2026.

	9
	DEQ Monitoring and Assessment
	Develop, maintain, and enhance Clean Water Act Information Center (CWAIC online) to provide public access to water quality assessment information.
	System operable and available to public
	DEQ continues to support the Clean Water Act Information Center (CWAIC), which provides information about the quality of Montana's surface waters, displays results of water quality assessments, TMDL watershed restoration plans and TMDL implementation plans, and provides access to Montana's biennial Water Quality Integrated Report. 

	10
	DEQ Monitoring and Assessment
	Update the program's WQ assessment, TMDL, and implementation tracking system (WARD)
	Integrated Report submitted to EPA in a timely manner
	The public comment period for the 2022/2024 Water Quality Integrated report concluded in January 2026.



Table 8-3: Interim Outcome – TMDLs have been completed for required waterbodies  
	No.
	Key Partner(s)
	Actions
	Measurable Milestones
	2025 Accomplishments

	11
	DEQ TMDL Section, EPA
	Complete Water Quality Improvement Plans (WQIPs) and necessary TMDLs
	At least 150 additional TMDL pollutant-waterbody combinations completed by 2022
	TMDL development work continues for nutrient impairments in the Beaverhead and Red Rock watersheds, covering 60 waterbody-pollutant combinations, along with a Flathead-Stillwater Ashely Creek revision.



Table 8-4: Interim Outcome – Sources of pollutants identified are sufficient for local planning efforts
	No.
	Key Partner(s)
	Actions
	Measurable Milestones
	2025 Accomplishments

	12
	DEQ Nonpoint Source and Wetlands Program, WRP sponsors
	Support local efforts to refine pollutant source identification
	Updated fine-scale source identification in at least 3 WRPs
	No updates in 2025.



Table 8-5: Interim Outcome - Plans are in place to ensure efficient and effective implementation
	No.
	Key Partner(s)
	Actions
	Measurable Milestones
	2025 Accomplishments

	13
	DEQ Nonpoint Source and Wetlands Program, WRP sponsors, MACD
	Work with watershed groups to develop and revise Watershed Restoration Plans (WRPs)
	12 new or updated DEQ accepted WRPs by 2022
	Accepted the Grant Creek WRP and Clearwater WRP. Provided technical and/or financial support for WRP development for the Central Clark Fork tributaries, Jefferson/Boulder Rivers, Beaver Creek (Broadwater County), and Red Rock watersheds and an update to the Blackfoot WRP.

	14
	DEQ Nonpoint Source and Wetlands Program, Cities and Counties
	Incorporate NPS pollution prevention into city and county planning processes
	Provide information on NPS pollution prevention to 3 community planning entities
	DEQ is funding septic upgrades for the Evergreen Water and Sewer District using Clean Water Action Section 319 and Overflow Sewer Grants.


	15
	DEQ Nonpoint Source and Wetlands Program, WRP Sponsors
	Encourage integration of wetland restoration into NPS WRPs
	Specific wetland planning components are included in 2 WRPs
	NPSW staff continue to encourage inclusion of wetland planning components in WRP updates.

	16
	DEQ, DNRC, CDs
	Encourage the development of channel migration mapping statewide
	1. Number of miles mapped 
2. Number of waterbody segments mapped
	No update in 2025. 

	17

	DEQ Nonpoint Source and Wetlands Program, WRP sponsors
	Incorporate protection of unimpaired/high quality waters into watershed restoration plans
	Number of Watershed Restoration Plans incorporating protection of healthy waters
	The Grant Creek WRP, published in 2025, incorporates protection of healthy waters. 















Table 8-6: Interim Outcome - Public has knowledge and resources to address NPS issues
	[bookmark: _Hlk219887195]No.
	Key Partner(s)
	Actions
	Measurable Milestones
	2025 Accomplishments

	18
	DEQ, MWCC
	Provide support and promote the development and coordination of watershed groups through MWCC activities, training workshops, advertising campaigns, etc.


	1. Annual watershed coordinator training 
2. Annual watershed tour 
3. Bi-weekly newsletter
4. Support development and maintenance of a water quality monitoring website
	1 & 2. MWCC hosted the 2025 Watershed Stewardship Awards and the 2025 Biennial Watershed Symposium. The Symposium was co-hosted with the Winnett Aces and brought ~80 individuals to Winnett and Roundup to learn and share about collaborative conservation.
3. MWCC distributed alternating bi-weekly newsletters, The Watershed News and Conservation Fundraising Exchange. 52 issues are sent to over 1,000 natural resource professionals and community leaders. The Watershed News highlights training, events, tools, scientific and other resources relevant to watershed conservation in Montana. The Conservation Fundraising Exchange shares fundraising tips and resources, grant opportunities and deadlines and updates from the MWCC Watershed Fund.
4. MWCC partnered with the MT Association of Conservation Districts to revamp and relaunch the Montana Conservation Menu mtconservationmenu.org. This website helps Montana communities and individuals find natural resource grants, loans, and technical assistance across the state. In addition, MWCC maintained the Water Monitoring Resources library.

	19
	DEQ
	Support riparian and wetland buffer education campaigns
	Support 3 distinct riparian and/or wetland buffer education campaigns
	Nonpoint Source and Wetlands staff produced social media posts to recognize Worlds Wetlands Day (February 2), American Wetlands Month (May), and the work of Wetland Council partners. DEQ also expanded a native plant buffer initiative in partnership with the Pesticide Stewardship Partnership Program and supported Missoula Conservation District’s horse workshops, Gallatin Watershed Council’s riparian walks, Centennial Valley’s education outreach campaign, and more.  

	20
	DEQ
	Participation and presentations at land use planning meetings
	Active participation in 5 events annually
	Nonpoint Source and Wetlands staff provided guidance to local governments on monitoring, outreach and news releases, specifically in response to harmful algal blooms.  

Staff also routinely attended Park County Water Initiative, Gallatin Water Collaborative, and Jefferson River Water Council WRP development meetings. Staff also presented at the Stillwater Valley Watershed Council’s Weeds, Wildlife and Water Workshop.

	21
	DEQ, EPA, MT Wetland Council, MWCC, NRCS, MACD, MT Stockgrowers Association
	Publish or distribute accounts of exemplary environmental stewardship
	Environmental stewardship awards and recognition highlighted in annual report
	The 2025 Watershed Steward Award went to Constanza van der Pahlen and the Gallatin Water Collaborative, and the Wetland Steward Award went to the Montana Beaver Working Group. The Leopold Conservation Award went to the Thomas Herefords Ranch for prioritizing conservational practices for biodiversity and water quality. 

	22

	DEQ, SWCDM, MWCC
	Support NPS Education and Outreach efforts at a local level

	1. Fund at least 5 E&O mini-grants annually 
2. Staff at least 2 watershed festivals annually
3. Support at least 5 BSWC activities annually
	1. $16,894 was awarded to 4 E&O mini-grants in 2025. Funded projects included Bitterroot Water Partnership’s water-wise landscaping and Flathead BioStation/MT Audubon’s water quality awareness event. An additional $42,769 was distributed for two larger EO projects that implement a water-wise behavior change strategy in Big Sky and deploy a teacher development program to provide nonpoint source curriculum.
2. Staff supported the Gallatin Water Science Symposium, participated Water Quality Rotunda Day during the 2025 legislative session, the Stillwater Valley 3Ws workshop, Dayton Daze, and events with Helena and East Helena High Schools and Helmville Community Center.
3. DEQ funded Big Sky Watershed Corps members implementing WRPs with 6 local watershed organizations by providing $34,500 in host site cost share funding; $4,371 in professional development support for attending water quality monitoring training, the Montana American Water Resources Association annual conference, and Hydrology and Groundwater trainings; and $23,998 to support 3 BSWC-led restoration projects which engaged 82 partners, implemented 31 conservation practices, improved over 18 acres and 8.6 miles of streambank.

	23
	DEQ
	Support NPS Education and Outreach efforts at a statewide level
	1. Annual maintenance and updates to DEQ NPS Management Program webpages 
2. NPS Annual Report
3. Support two Wetland Council meetings annually
4. Assist with the creation or updates of NPS publications
5. Distribute NPS publications at 5 events annually
	1. Nonpoint Source and Wetlands staff maintained an interactive maps for the public of §319 projects, MT Algal Blooms Map, NPSW Education Outreach webpage and conducted routine website updates for the 2025 Call for §319 Applications and Education and Outreach materials. 
2. The 2025 Annual Report will be published as a Story Map and submitted to EPA.
3. The Montana Wetland Council’s met once in Spring to award the Wetland Stewardship Award to the Montana Beaver Working Group. 
4. Nonpoint Source and Wetlands Program staff developed new factsheets to promote water quality successes at the legislature, watershed restoration plan development, pesticide and CAFO factsheets. Staff posted weekly HAB updates on DEQ’s social media.
5. Staff distributed nonpoint source information at the legislature, soil health symposium, MACD annual convention, MWCC Symposium, Montana Stockgrowers, and UM Sustainability Fair.

	24
	DEQ, MSUEWQ, MWCC, Montana Watercourse
	Support volunteer monitoring efforts
	1. Create or update VM technical guidance documents
2. Provide training and technical guidance to 5 VM groups annually
3. Provide funding to support VM efforts
	1. MSU Extension Water Quality and DEQ participated in the Volunteer Monitoring technical review committee, hosted a data analysis workshop, facilitated an undergraduate MSU course where students analyzed data and reported findings for two volunteer monitoring water quality programs, and advised a graduate student reviewing all volunteer monitoring data in the National Water Quality Portal. 
2. DEQ, Monitoring Montana Waters, and MSU Extension Water Quality hosted a Volunteer Water Quality Monitoring Training to multiple volunteer monitoring programs. 
3. Distributed $38,474 for lab chemistry analysis for 9 volunteer monitoring groups: Save Wild Trout, Clarks Fork Yellowstone Partnership, Gallatin Local Water Quality District, Little Bitterroot Lake Association, Madison Conservation District, Montana Audubon Center, Missoula Valley Water Quality District, Stillwater Valley Watershed Council, and Sun River Watershed Group.

	25
	DEQ
	Develop and conduct riparian and streamside land management workshop and education tools for the real estate industry
	1. Develop workshop syllabus and course materials for continuing education credits
2. Hold 2 workshops
	Provided review and language for the Western Montana Conservation Commission “Septic Savvy Realtors” workshop aimed to discuss types of OSWT, local septic related water quality concerns, and how realtors can participate to protect water quality 

	26
	DEQ, FWP, DNRC, DOJ, USACE, USFS, NRCS, BLM, DNRC, USFWS, CDs
	Develop and implement an interagency policy for river restoration work, emphasizing restoration of natural processes
	Interagency policy in place and supported by a wide range of government, nonprofit, and private entities
	No updates in 2025

	27
	MDT
	Promote and support BMP training for road maintenance personnel
	Provide 3 trainings for road maintenance personnel
	No updates in 2025

	28
	DEQ
	Support conferences that address stormwater pollution prevention and control strategies
	Support 2 stormwater conferences
	Provided 15 stormwater trainings to industry professionals working in construction and other industrial activities in 2025.

	[bookmark: _Hlk219887182]29

	DNRC

	Promote and conduct forestry BMP and stewardship educational workshops and programs
	1. Annual BMP/SMZ education workshops for loggers and landowners
2. Forest stewardship program targeting small landowners throughout Montana
	1. DNRC held BMP/SMZ workshops in Libby, Kalispell, Missoula and Bozeman, coordinated by the Montana Logging Association. Attendance every 3 years is required to maintain “Accredited Logging Professional” status. A total of 121 individuals participated in 2025. One workshop included a demonstration of proper road surface drainage construction.
2. MSU Extension Forestry held 4 Forest Stewardship Workshops for private landowners in Frenchtown, Bozeman, Kalispell, and Plains. In total, there were 99 participants representing 58 ownerships and over 7,000 acres of forested land. Our spring newsletter goes out to over 3,000 forest landowners across the state.

	30
	DEQ, DNRC
	Increase awareness of regulatory requirements for nonpoint source pollution
	1. Factsheet of existing NPS regulatory requirements
2. New audiences reached through publications and presentations
	1. DEQ provided DNRC requested recommendations for updating the Stream Permitting Guide.
2. No update for 2025. 

	31
	DEQ
	Increase number of applications for §319 funding
	At least 20 applications received in 2022
	21 §319 grant applications were submitted in 2025, 16 were funded. 



Table 8-7: Interim Outcome - Projects and practices are implemented to address NPS issues
	No.
	Key Partner(s)
	Actions
	Measurable Milestones
	2025 Accomplishments

	32
	DEQ Engineering Bureau
	Encourage stormwater quality improvement projects funded through the state revolving fund program
	Fund at least 4 stormwater projects
	The Conrad Stormwater project began construction in 2025 and will be complete in Spring 2026. The project consists of stormwater improvements on the west side of the city and the installation of a new stormwater system on the east side of the city.

	33
	DEQ, MARS, NRCS, FWP, other organizations
	Support for and involvement in public and private channel migration zone and riparian conservation easement programs
	Annual report on increases in the number of stream miles covered under a conservation easement (based on available Montana cadastral data)
	According to the Montana State Library’s Conservation Easement geodatabase, approximately 84 miles of stream and riparian shoreline were protected under new conservation easements in 2025.

	34
	DEQ Nonpoint Source and Wetlands Program
	Fund WQIP and WRP-directed NPS watershed restoration projects
	Fund on-the-ground watershed restoration activities
	DEQ distributed $1,202,161 in §319 funding and $101,625 of DNRC nonpoint source funding went to 12 on-the-ground restoration projects in 2025.  

	35
	DEQ
	Provide reviews and comment on outside agency proposed projects that may have an effect on NPS pollution
	Reviews completed and comments provided as appropriate
	Program staff helped review green stormwater infrastructure and septic program applications received by WMCC. They provided comment on numerous USFS project scoping documents and WMCC’s Clearly Connected campaign commercials.

	36
	DEQ Nonpoint Source and Wetlands Program
	Protect, restore, and create riparian and wetland buffers designed to prevent or reduce NPS pollution
	1. Fund 10 miles of riparian buffer enhancement through Section §319 contracts
2. Fund 10 acres of wetland enhancement through Section §319 contracts
	1. §319 contracts implemented in 2024 will result in more than 15 miles of riparian buffer enhancement along Grant Creek, O’Brien Creek, East Fork Cherry Creek, North Fork Spanish Creek, and Canyon Creek. 
2. The North Fork Spanish Creek project will restore a 630 acres wetland complex.

	37
	DEQ Fiscal, Nonpoint Source and Wetlands Program
	Manage and implement the NPS Management Program in efficient and effective manner, including fiscal management
	1. Review and update guidance annually to reflect state and federal reporting requirements
2. Conduct contract initiation meetings for all new contracts
3. Ensure 75% of 319 contracts are closed within three years of contract award
	1. Staff updated the §319 2025 Call for Applications and hosted an agency review panel meeting. The updated Nonpoint Source Management Plan was opened for public comment. 
2. NPSW Program staff arranged contract kick off meetings with all new or interested contractors.
3. 8 out of 13 §319 contracts initiated in 2022 closed within 3 years.

	38
	DEQ, USFS, BLM, MDT, NRCS, FWP
	Work with agencies to encourage water quality improvement actions
	Develop, revise, or implement DEQ water quality improvement MOUs with agencies, including USFS, BLM, MDT, NRCS, and FWP
	DEQ and USFS participated in field days on 5 of Montana’s 7 National Forests in 2025. The Water Subcommittee of the NRCS State Technical Advisory Committee was reinvigorated.

	39
	DEQ, DNRC, NRCS, FWP, irrigation districts, CDs, watershed groups, private landowners
	Support efforts to restore and protect wetlands, natural channel migration, and natural hydrologic regimes
	1. Encourage submittal of requests for funding for projects that will make substantive, sustainable reductions in hydrologic modification
2. Encourage groups that are developing or updating a WRP to incorporate plans to address hydrologic modification and wetland protection/restoration
	1. The 2025 Call for Applications, consistent with the 2017 Montana Nonpoint Source Management Plan strategies, encourages submittal of applications that reduce hydrologic modification. Funded projects located on Grant, O’Brien, East Fork Cherry, North Fork Spanish, and Canyon Creeks will address hydrologic modifications resulting from channel straightening and/or a loss of beaver.
2. The Big Hole WRP update and upcoming Jefferson/Boulder and Beaver Creek (Broadwater County) WRPs will address hydrologic modification and wetland restoration.

	40
	DEQ, NRCS, CDs
	Continue support for the National Water Quality Initiative (NWQI) under the EQIP program
	1. Successful expenditure of all available funding in designated NWQI watersheds
2. Ongoing water quality monitoring and technical support
3. Identification and preparation of future NWQI watersheds
	1. NWQI continues in the Camp and Godfrey Creek and Shields River watersheds.
2. In 2025, DEQ monitored sediment conditions on Deep Creek, a past NWQI watershed.
3. No updates for 2025.

























Table 8-8: Interim Outcome - Project implementation and effectiveness is tracked and reported
	No.
	Key Partner(s)
	Actions
	Measurable Milestones
	2025 Accomplishments

	41
	DEQ Nonpoint Source and Wetlands Program
	Conduct TMDL implementation evaluations
	At least 15 reviews completed
	No TIEs completed in 2025.

	42
	DEQ Nonpoint Source and Wetlands Program
	Implement a long-term 319 project effectiveness evaluation program
	1. Project effectiveness evaluation program in place by 2019
2. Project sites are evaluated every 5 years
	1. NPSW staff continued wetland effectiveness monitoring at 2 sites with the goal of developing methods to better quantify site-specific nutrient and sediment load reductions associated with wetland restoration. 
2. 11 §319 Project Effectiveness Reviews were conducted at ZooMontana and sites in the Big Hole, Deep Creek, Little Blackfoot, Blackfoot, Vermillion, Bitterroot, Gallatin, and Flathead watersheds. 

	43
	DNRC
	Work with forest agency partners (especially DNRC Forestry Assistance) to ensure effective forestry BMP and SMZ activities, and assess the effectiveness of SMZ and HCPs
	1. Biannual reports on forestry BMP audits
2. Reports on SMZ and HCPs
	1. 2025 was not scheduled to be an audit year.
2. The full report of the 2024 BMP Field Reviews was published and distributed.

	44
	DEQ Monitoring and Assessment Section
	Administer MT-eWQX water quality database system to track and provide public access to water quality monitoring data
	Upload all ambient water quality monitoring data collected by DEQ, its contractors, or data partners to EPA National STORET/WQX water quality data warehouse
	DEQ processed data for monitoring projects for condition assessments (i.e., 305(b) reporting), water quality standards, watershed/water quality modeling, and projects from data providers outside DEQ.







	New §319 Projects Funded in 2025

	Project Name
	Project Sponsor
	Contract Number
	DEQ Project Officer
	§319 Funds
	State Funds
	Non-Federal Match Funds
	Total Project Cost

	Kootenai River Network Capacity Building
	Kootenai River Network
	225035
	Meagan Gilmore
	$5,000
	
	
	$5,000

	Evergreen Septic Tank Replacement Project
	Flathead County Water District #1
	226001
	Meagan Gilmore
	$111,500
	$38,500
	$100,000
	$250,000

	Big Hole Watershed Nonpoint Source Reduction and Floodplain Connectivity
	Montana Conservation Corps
	226002
	Stephen Carpenedo
	$100,000
	
	$66,667
	$166,667

	Water Quality Education and Outreach Mini-Grant Program
	Montana Association of Conservation Districts
	226003
	Tiffany Lyden
	$109,472
	
	$74,769
	$184,241

	Cherry and Spanish Creek Restoration Projects
	Trout Unlimited
	226004
	Ella Lunny
	$242,421
	$63,125
	$205,320
	$510,866

	Bangtail Creek Restoration and Lower Shields Project Development
	Montana Freshwater Partners
	226005
	Mark Ockey
	$83,756
	
	$62,900
	$146,656

	Montana Freshwater Partners Shields Capacity Building
	Montana Freshwater Partners
	226006
	Mark Ockey
	$10,000
	
	
	$10,000

	Canyon Creek Stream Restoration Phase I, Brackett Creek Restoration and Lower Shields Watershed Capacity
	Trout Unlimited
	226007
	Torie Haraldson
	$230,762
	
	$158,175
	$388,937

	Trout Unlimited Shields Capacity Building
	Trout Unlimited
	226008
	Torie Haraldson
	$6,500
	
	
	$6,500

	Big Sky Water Conservation Program – Marketing Campaign
	Gallatin River Task Force
	226009
	Tiffany Lyden
	$20,000
	
	$13,500
	$33,500

	Grant and O’Brien Creek Restoration and Central Clark Fork Watershed Restoration Plan Development
	Clark Fork Coalition
	226010
	Ella Lunny
	$258,250
	
	$176,250
	$434,500

	Community Outreach and Education in the Yellowstone and Clark Fork Watershed
	Montana Tech
	226011
	Hannah Riedl
	$24,500
	
	$16,333
	$40,833

	TOTAL
	$1,202,161
	$101,625
	$873,914
	$2,177,720







	[bookmark: _Hlk219297892]§319 Projects Closed in 2025

	[bookmark: _Hlk219297838]Project Name
	Contractor
	Contract Number
	§319 Funds Expended
	Non-Federal Match Funds Expended
	Final Payment Date
	Load Reductions Achieved

	Threemile Creek Project
	Bitterroot Water Partnership
	221023
	$3,956
	$805
	9/5/2025
	-

	Smith Sage Springs Restoration Project
	Big Hole Watershed Committee
	223002
	$110,100
	$83,160
	9/30/2025
	165.8 tons/year sediment

	Miller & Obrien Creeks Sediment Reduction & Restoration
	Clark Fork Coalition
	223004
	$236,193
	$151,087
	1/2/2026
	27.4 tons/year sediment (Miller Creek)
18.6 tons/year (O'Brien Creek)

	Upper Ruby River Restoration
	Ruby Valley Conservation District
	223011
	$199,200
	$277,160
	1/9/2026
	133.5 tons/year sediment

	Reduce NPS pollution in Flint Creek
	Trout Unlimited
	223013
	$197,000
	$138,161
	12/23/2025
	474 lbs/year nitrogen
431 lbs/year phosphorous
129 tons/year sediment

	Stone Creek Treatment Wetland Design
	Beaverhead Conservation District
	223037
	$14,994
	$15,000
	9/29/2025
	-

	Thompson #2 Mine Reclamation Low-Tech Process Based Restoration Project
	Gallatin Watershed Council
	223038
	$3,702
	$37,700
	3/28/2025
	-

	Watershed restoration plan for Red Rock Watershed
	Beaverhead Conservation District
	224033
	$9,984
	-
	1/29/2025
	-

	Education & Outreach in Sun River Watershed
	Sun River Watershed Group
	224060
	$8,970
	$12,557
	3/27/2025
	-

	Education & Outreach in Clearwater Valley
	Clearwater Resource Council
	224061
	$9,998
	-
	4/29/2025
	-

	Revais Creek Mine Tailings Reclamation Project
	Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes
	225021
	$40,000
	$   28,041
	1/7/2026
	-

	Lake and Flathead Counties Septic Solutions Cost Share Program
	Lake County Conservation District
	225028
	$9,100
	$   13,611
	9/9/2025
	-

	Shields River Watershed Restoration Plan
	Montana Freshwater Partners
	226006
	$10,000
	   -
	10/24/2025
	-

	Total
	$853,197
	$757,282
	
	Sediment:  474.3 tons/year
Nitrogen: 474 lbs/year 
Phosphorus: 431 lbs/year





FY25 Staffing and Support Program Grant
The Montana Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) completed the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Staffing and Support grants #C9-00863825. The grant was originally broken into staffing and support costs of $1,072,000, plus a state match contribution of $714,667, for a total of $1,786,667. The grant’s original time frame ran July 1, 2024 through June 30, 2026. DEQ submitted the Federal Financial Report on August 26, 2025. Information in this report may not reflect information reported on for the EPA Performance Partnership Grant (PPG) grant, as it is a separate grant. 

As of the date of this report all tasks detailed in the original application have been completed. Through the State Fiscal Year (SFY) 2025 Staffing and Support grant, DEQ staff conducted work described in the 2024 Annual Report available at https://deq.mt.gov/water/Programs/nonpoint#accordion2-collapse1, and this 2025 Annual Report.

As a requirement of EPA’s §319 grant, the State is required to provide a 40% state match. This is done using “general funds” provide by the state legislature to DEQ. Combining the federal and state contributions, the SFY 2025 Staffing and Support grant allowed DEQ to staff the following positions:
			
[bookmark: _Hlk219297746]Nonpoint Source and Wetlands				1.60 FTE
Standards and Modeling Section			0.90 FTE
TMDL Program						3.60 FTE
Monitoring and Assessment				9.25 FTE
Information Management/QAQC/Bureau Chief	 	0.25 FTE
Legal support					 	0.22 FTE
TOTAL FTE:						15.82 FTE
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