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 (including providing separate attachments) for each project
included in your application. Use the following examples to help determine when to lump and when to split 
projects. contact Mark Ockey at mockey@mt.gov

Splitting Examples (fill out multiple )

Stream restoration work occurring on two separate streams, on parcels owned by two separate individuals

Two projects with significantly different sets of project partners

Two projects that address substantially different pollution sources (e.g., one project moves a corral off of a
stream , and another remove  mine tailings, with both projects being on the same property)

Lumping Examples 

Contiguous stream restoration work spanning multiple land parcels

3 projects that address similar sources of pollution on a single land parcel (e.g., moving a cor al off a stream,
implementing a grazing management plan, and relocating a manure storage facility out of the floodplain, all on
the same ranch)
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Letters Of Support 



October 29, 2021

Watershed Protection Section
Montana Department of Environmental Quality
Attn: Mark Ockey
1520 E. Sixth Avenue
Helena, MT 59620

Dear Mr. Ockey,

The Gallatin Watershed Council welcomes the opportunity to provide our support for Trout Unlimited’s
(TU’s) proposal to improve water quality in the Lower Gallatin Watershed with support from the 319
Grant Program. Having been a partner on the Dry Creek Restoration Project over the past several years,
GWC has seen the commitment and dedication of the landowners and project stakeholders toward
cooperatively improving water quality, restoring hydrologic connectivity and improving instream flows.
The Phase III proposal will extend work both up and downstream of Dry Creek Phases I and II. It would
treat twenty-three streambanks totaling approximately 2,032 feet of bankline over an approximately
5,064-foot project reach.

GWC developed the Watershed Restoration Plan for the Lower Gallatin Watershed, in conjunction with
other community stakeholders and collaborating entities. Trout Unlimited’s project goals are in alignment
with the goals and direction of our watershed’s WRP. GWC has supported riparian planting efforts for
other phases of the Dry Creek Restoration Project by providing financial assistance and helping to
coordinate volunteer planting days. We look forward to identifying ways to bring project support to this
phase as well.

We value TU’s experience and knowledge in watershed conservation and commend their leadership on
this important project. The Dry Creek Project serves as a model for future cooperative projects in the area
and we urge your full support.

Respectfully,

Holly Hill
Executive Director
Gallatin Watershed Council

The Gallatin Watershed Council guides collaborative water stewardship
in the Gallatin Valley for a healthy and productive landscape.

www.gallatinwatershedcouncil.org







PO Box 3645 | Bozeman, Montana 59772 | 177 Garden Drive | Bozeman, Montana 59718 

Telephone 406 585 3557 | E-mail info@simmsfishing.com | www.simmsfishing.com 

October 24, 2021

Mr. Mark Oakey 
Watershed Protection Section 
Department of Environmental Quality 
P.O. Box 200901 
Helena, MT 59620-0901 

Re: Dry Creek Restoration Project Phase III 

Dear Mr. Oakey, 

SIMMS supports Trout Unlimited’s proposal to continue their restoration efforts on Dry 
Creek, which is a primary tributary to the lower East Gallatin and is critical to the long-
term resilience of the Gallatin River system. Phase III of the Dry Creek Restoration 
Project builds upon the successful completion of Phases I and II and aims to further 
reduce sediment inputs from large eroding streambanks using native materials to 
restore riparian vegetation and connection with the floodplain.  

The leadership team at SIMMS has committed to a 3-year project with Trout Unlimited, 
Gallatin Home Rivers Initiative, wrapping up the first year at the end of 2021. We have 
made this commitment because we feel the Gallatin is a rare treasure for those who 
get to know it; but a history of intense use has left the Gallatin in a compromised 
condition. It will require hard work to restore the Gallatin to its full potential. 

We believe that this project directly benefits the cold-water fisheries of this headwater 
stream in the Gallatin River watershed and offer our full support. 

Thank you for considering this request for funding. 

Sincerely, 

Diane Bristol 
Sr. Director, Employee & Community Engagement 



October 27, 2021 

Mr. Mark Ockey 

Watershed Protection Section 
Department of Environmental Quality 
P.O. Box 200901 
Helena, MT 59620-0901 

Re: East Gallatin Process Based Restoration Planning 

Dear Mr. Ockey, 

The Bonneville Environmental Fund (BEF) is proud to be a partner in the ongoing efforts to restore Dry 
Creek. In support of this effort, BEF has provided $25,000 in financial contributions for restoration of Dry 
Creek. This funding will be used to implement restoration work that will restore stream function and 
improve water quality by reducing fine sediment inputs to Dry Creek.  

BEF supports the Trout Unlimited’s submission of the Dry Creek Phase III to DEQ’s 319 grant program. 
This proposal would treat eroding streambanks and restore natural processes that support stream 
health and improved water quality. The project would treat twenty-three streambanks totaling 
approximately 2,032 feet of bankline over an approximately 5,064-foot project reach resulting in an 
estimated reduction of 139 tons of sediment per year. 

Thank you for considering the Trout Unlimited’s Dry Creek Phase III application. 

Sincerely, 

Scott McCaulou 
Director, Water Stewardship Project Portfolio 
Bonneville Environmental Foundation 



MSRH, LLC 
Post office box 1797 

Bozeman, Montana 59771 
Direct Dial: 952.454.5690 

Email: sbc@sagehornllc.com 
 
 
 

5 November 2020 
Water Protection Bureau 
Attention: Mark Oakey 
Dept. of Environmental Quality 
PO Box 20091 
Helena, MT 59620 
 
Re: Dry Creek Restoration Project Phase III 
 
On behalf of Miller and Sons Ranch Holdings, LLC, I want to offer our 
financial support to the ongoing restoration efforts that are being guided by 
Trout Unlimited in the Dry Creek watershed located in Gallatin County, 
Montana. 
 
With Phase I and II completed, we would like to participate in Phase III.  We 
consider the projects to be tremendously successful and a benefit to all 
stakeholders. 
 
Thank you for consideration of the merits of our application submittal. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Stephen Carlson 
Member 
Miller and Sons Ranch Holdings, LLC 

 
 
 

 



November 11, 2020 
 
 
Mr. Mark Oakey 
Watershed Protection Section 
Department of Environmental Quality 
P.O. Box 200901 
Helena, MT 59620-0901 
 
 
Re: Dry Creek Restoration Project Phase III 
 
Dear Mr. Oakey, 
 
As a landowner along the proposed Phase 3 reach of the Dry Creek Restoration Project, I want to 
express my support for Trout Unlimited’s project. My property is located upstream of Phases I & II and I 
appreciate the work the downstream landowner has completed with assistance from the Montana 
Department of Environmental Quality. I can attest that the completed restoration work in Phases I and II 
has greatly improved conditions within Dry Creek and I would like to see this great work continue along 
my property and throughout the Dry Creek watershed. 
 
Thank you for considering this grant request. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 



Supplemental 
Information 



Attachments 
Photos of typical streambank erosion conditions: 

 

Figure 1: Streambank erosion conditions lower proposed work site. 

 

Figure 2: Streambank erosion conditions upper proposed worksite. 

  



Examples of restored streambanks from Dry Creek Phases 1 & 2: 

 

Figure 3: Streambank restoration example 2 

 

Figure 4: Streambank restoration example 2 
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