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November 13, 2020 
 
Watershed Protection Section 
Montana Department of Environmental Quality 
Attn: Mark Ockey 
1520 E. Sixth Avenue 
Helena, MT 59620 
 
 
Dear Mr. Ockey, 
 
The Gallatin Watershed Council welcomes the opportunity to provide our support for Trout Unlimited’s 
(TU’s) proposal to improve water quality in the Lower Gallatin Watershed with support from the 319 Grant 
Program. Having been a partner on the Dry Creek Restoration Project over the past several years, GWC 
has seen the commitment and dedication of the landowners and project stakeholders toward 
cooperatively improving water quality, restoring hydrologic connectivity and improving instream flows. The 
Phase 3 proposal will extend project work upstream, restoring an additional 824ft of eroding streambank 
and enhancing riparian buffers.  
 
GWC developed the Watershed Restoration Plan for the Lower Gallatin Watershed, in conjunction with 
other community stakeholders and collaborating entities. Trout Unlimited’s project goals are in alignment 
with the goals and direction of our watershed’s WRP. GWC has supported riparian planting efforts for 
other phases of the Dry Creek Restoration Project by providing financial assistance and helping to 
coordinate volunteer planting days. We look forward to identifying ways to bring project support to this 
phase as well. 
 
We value TU’s experience and knowledge in watershed conservation and commend their leadership on 
this important project. The Dry Creek Project serves as a model for future cooperative projects in the area 
and we urge your full support. 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Holly Hill 
Executive Director 
Gallatin Watershed Council  

 

The Gallatin Watershed Council guides collaborative water stewardship  

in the Gallatin Valley for a healthy and productive landscape. 

 

www.gallatinwatershedcouncil.org 

 



Madison-Gallatin Chapter of Trout Unlimited 

PO Box 52, Bozeman, MT 59771 

mgtroutunlimited@gmail.com 

November 10, 2020 
 
 
Mr. Mark Oakey 
Watershed Protection Section 
Department of Environmental Quality 
P.O. Box 200901 
Helena, MT 59620-0901 
 
 
Re: Dry Creek Restoration Project Phase III 
 
Dear Mr. Oakey, 
 
 
The Madison-Gallatin Chapter of Trout Unlimited (MGTU) is proud to be a partner in the ongoing effort to restore Dry Creek, which 

is a critical headwater tributary feeding the East Gallatin River. In support of this effort, MGTU provided volunteers for willow har-

vest and planting in Phase I and $25,000 in financial contributions for the recently completed Phase II. MGTU pledges additional 

support for Phase III of the Dry Creek Restoration Project, which builds upon the successful completion of Phases I and II. Reducing 

sediment inputs from large eroding banks on Dry Creek has directly benefited the restored reach and a reduction in fine sediment 

on the streambed is clearly visible. In addition, this reduction in sediment loading also benefits the East Gallatin River, which is a 

cherished local fishery. Phase III aims to further reduce sediment inputs from large eroding streambanks using native materials to 

restore riparian vegetation and reconnect the floodplain, which will further reduce sediment inputs to the stream, along with 

providing enhanced streamside shading. 

 
Thank you for considering Trout Unlimited’s grant application for Phase III of the Dry Creek Restoration Project. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Mark Peterson, Board President 
Madison-Gallatin Trout Unlimited 



 

 
 

PO Box 3645 | Bozeman, Montana 59772 | 177 Garden Drive | Bozeman, Montana 59718 

Telephone 406 585 3557 | E-mail info@simmsfishing.com | www.simmsfishing.com  

 
November 9, 2020 
 
 
Mr. Mark Oakey 
Watershed Protection Section 
Department of Environmental Quality 
P.O. Box 200901 
Helena, MT 59620-0901 
 
Re: Dry Creek Restoration Project Phase III 
 
Dear Mr. Oakey, 
 
SIMMS supports Trout Unlimited’s proposal to continue their restoration efforts on Dry 
Creek, which is a primary tributary to the lower East Gallatin and is critical to the 
long-term resilience of the Gallatin River system. Phase III of the Dry Creek Restoration 
Project builds upon the successful completion of Phases I and II and aims to further 
reduce sediment inputs from large eroding streambanks using native materials to 
restore riparian vegetation and connection with the floodplain.  

The leadership team at SIMMS just committed to a 3-year project with Trout Unlimited, 
Gallatin Home Rivers Initiative, because we feel the Gallatin is a rare treasure for those 
who get to know it; but a history of intense use has left the Gallatin in a compromised 
condition. It will require hard work to restore the Gallatin to its full potential. 

We believe that this project directly benefits the cold-water fisheries of this headwater 
stream in the Gallatin River watershed and offer our full support. 

 
Thank you for considering this request for funding. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Diane Bristol 
Sr. Director, Employee & Community Engagement 



MSRH, LLC 
Post office box 1797 

Bozeman, Montana 59771 
Direct Dial: 952.454.5690 

Email: sbc@sagehornllc.com 
 
 
 

5 November 2020 
Water Protection Bureau 
Attention: Mark Oakey 
Dept. of Environmental Quality 
PO Box 20091 
Helena, MT 59620 
 
Re: Dry Creek Restoration Project Phase III 
 
On behalf of Miller and Sons Ranch Holdings, LLC, I want to offer our 
financial support to the ongoing restoration efforts that are being guided by 
Trout Unlimited in the Dry Creek watershed located in Gallatin County, 
Montana. 
 
With Phase I and II completed, we would like to participate in Phase III.  We 
consider the projects to be tremendously successful and a benefit to all 
stakeholders. 
 
Thank you for consideration of the merits of our application submittal. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Stephen Carlson 
Member 
Miller and Sons Ranch Holdings, LLC 

 
 
 

 



November 11, 2020 
 
 
Mr. Mark Oakey 
Watershed Protection Section 
Department of Environmental Quality 
P.O. Box 200901 
Helena, MT 59620-0901 
 
 
Re: Dry Creek Restoration Project Phase III 
 
Dear Mr. Oakey, 
 
As a landowner along the proposed Phase 3 reach of the Dry Creek Restoration Project, I want to 
express my support for Trout Unlimited’s project. My property is located upstream of Phases I & II and I 
appreciate the work the downstream landowner has completed with assistance from the Montana 
Department of Environmental Quality. I can attest that the completed restoration work in Phases I and II 
has greatly improved conditions within Dry Creek and I would like to see this great work continue along 
my property and throughout the Dry Creek watershed. 
 
Thank you for considering this grant request. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
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Dry Creek Restoration Project – Phase 3 

Typical Streambank Erosion Conditions – October 2020 
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PHOTO POINT 2: STREAMBANK 46 (XS 2/3) – VIEWED FROM DOWNSTREAM 

   
Pre-construction 10/2/18         Year 1 8/6/19 
 

 
Year 2 8/10/20 
 
  



PHOTO POINT 3: STREAMBANK 41 (XS 10) – VIEWED FROM UPSTREAM 

   
Pre-construction 10/2/18         Year 1 8/6/19 
 

 
Year 2 8/10/20 
 

 
  



PHOTO POINT 6: STREAMBANK 36 (XS 17/18) – VIEWED FROM DOWNSTREAM 

   
Pre-construction 10/2/18         Year 1 8/6/19 
 

 
Year 2 8/10/20 
 
  



PHOTO POINT 11: STREAMBANK 21 (XS 34) – VIEWED FROM UPSTREAM 

   
Pre-construction 10/2/18         Year 1 8/6/19 

 

 
Year 2 8/10/20 

 
  



PHOTO POINT 12: STREAMBANK 21 (XS 34) – VIEWED FROM DOWNSTREAM 

   
Pre-construction 10/2/18         Year 1 8/6/19 
 

 
Year 2 8/10/20 
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