
































 



Letters of Support



United States 

Department of 

Agriculture 

Forest 

Service 

Lolo National Forest 

Missoula Ranger District 

 Building 24A, Fort Missoula 

Missoula, MT  59804-7297 

406 329-3750 

Caring for the Land and Serving People Printed on Recycled Paper 

Date:  11/12/2020 

Kristy Fortman 

DEQ 319 Watershed Management Section Supervisor 

Department of Environmental Quality 

P.O. Box 200901 

Helena, MT 59620-0901 

Dear Ms. Fortman, 

The Lolo National Forest supports the Clark Fork Coalition’s grant application for the Upper 

Lolo BMP and stream enhancement work. The Clark Fork Coalition is applying for grant 

funds from the Clean Water Act Section 319 Nonpoint Source (NPS) Program to work with 

the US Forest Service to reduce human-caused sediment sources and improve fisheries 

habitat. Primary goals are native fish enhancement and connectivity and fulfilling TMDL 

responsibilities to reduce sediment deliveries to these streams. The Lolo National Forest 

fulfilled previous work to address TMDL responsibilities with the Upper Lolo Restoration 

project in 2005. Additional work is necessary to address sediment sources and habitat 

fragmentation on open system roads.  

The Clark Fork Coalition and the Lolo National Forest have been working on cooperative 

projects for several years, including decommissioning 30 miles of roads in the East Fork 

Lolo, West Fork Lolo, and Granite Creek drainages, establishing temperature monitoring 

stations, collecting stream discharge data for instream flow management, working to 

understand beaver habitat feasibility and reintroduction, and a completed climate change 

watershed vulnerability assessment. The Lolo National Forest continues to provide funding to 

these efforts when possible. As such, the Clark Fork Coalition and the Lolo National Forest 

have a track record of proven success and are now continuing the partnership with the Upper 

Lolo BMP and stream enhancement project. Our ongoing focus in Upper Lolo Creek 

drainages is because of TMDL responsibilities and its significance to cold water native 

fisheries.  

Funds from the NPS Program are essential to completing on-the-ground reclamation projects 

and will be matched by state, federal, and private funds. 

Thank you for the funding opportunity and your continued work for conserving natural 

resources. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Jennifer J. Hensiek 

Missoula District Ranger 



 

 

 



 

November 11, 2020 

Re: Basin Wide Restoration of Upper Lolo Watershed 

To Whom It May Concern:  

The WestSlope Chapter Trout Unlimited (WSCTU) is a local non-profit conservation group 
focused on conserving, protecting, and restoring cold water fisheries in the Missoula area. We’d 
like to offer this letter of support for the Clark Fork Coalition’s Basin Wide Restoration of Upper 
Lolo Watershed proposal for 319 non point Source Project funding. Our membership, comprised 
of over 900 passionate anglers, actively enjoys the fisheries supported by Lolo Creek.  

Upper Lolo Creek provides quality habitat for native trout species such as westslope cutthroat 
trout and bull trout. Many of the streams in the watershed suffer from sediment issues from 
forest roads and undersized culverts. WSCTU has supported work in Upper Lolo Creek for many 
years, including CFC’s previous phases of restoration. Phase four of this important work will 
benefit fisheries by improving fish habitat connectivity and addressing sediment issues. 
Specifically, by implementing BMP's on 34.4 miles of forest roads, upgrading 19 culverts to 
reduce sediment and promote fish passage, decommissioning 4.4 miles of forest roads, and 
adding Large Woody Debris to 19.1 miles of streams. 

Given the benefits of this project to native cold water species, the WestSlope Chapter of Trout 
Unlimited fully supports the Clark Fork Coalition’s Basin Wide Restoration of Upper Lolo 
Watershed. Thank you for the opportunity to offer our support for this project.  

Sincerely,  

Mark Kuipers  
President, WestSlope Chapter of Trout Unlimited 



 

November 11th, 2020 

To:  Hannah Riedl 
        Department of Environmental Quality 
        P.O. Box 200901 
        Helena, MT 59620 
 
RE: Basin Wide Restoration of Upper Lolo Watershed 

 

Dear Hannah, 

The Lolo Watershed Group supports the activities of the Clark Fork Coalition (CFC) as they address the 

cause of sedimentation in Lolo Creek. As referenced in the Lolo Creek WRP, Lolo Creek has been 

classified as impaired due to sediment contributing sources in the upper and middle portions of the 

watershed. The CFC’s “Basin Wide Restoration of Upper Lolo Watershed” project directly addresses 

these sources by upgrading forest roads and culverts, reclaiming surplus roads, and removing fish 

passage barriers. 

LWG hopes this ambitious project is the final push to delisting upper Lolo Creek restoring it to a 

sustainable healthy state.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Heather Brighton 

Lolo Watershed Group Coordinator 
P.O.  Box 1354 
Lolo, MT 59847 
heather@lolowatershed.org 
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East Fork tributary perched culvert 

 



East Fork Road/Stream interface, LWD site 

 



East Fork Road/Stream interface, LWD site 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



USFS gravel stockpile- Granite Creek 
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