
2023 Subdivision Training

Montana Ground Water Pollution Control System

November 16, 2023
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Authority
• Statute
• Rule
What systems require a permit?
• Domestic vs. industrial
• Domestic threshold
What if a permit isn’t required?
• US EPA R8 Class V UIC
Application requirements: what to expect
How to characterize receiving water
• Hydrogeology: GW flow direction, gradient, transmissivity
• Receiving water quality

Questions
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Authorities
Statute: 75-5-401 MCA
• DEQ authority to create GW permitting program
• Identifies activities not subject to permit requirements

Regulations: ARM 17.30.10
• Rules governing MGWPCS program
• Application requirements, review timelines, public notice process, 

exclusions from permit requirements*
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Related Rules
Fees: ARM 17.30.2
• Application fees, annual fees, renewal fees, nondeg fees
• Fee schedule determined by domestic vs. industrial wastewater
• Scaled by discharge volume

Mixing Zones: ARM 17.30.5
• Standard, source-specific, department-modified
• Applicant must request a MZ

Nondegradation: ARM 17.30.7
• ARM 17.30.715: criteria for determining nonsignificant changes*
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Type of wastewater
Domestic strength
• This is not relevant for MGWPCS permits

Domestic wastewater
• Bathrooms, kitchens, and laundry

Industrial wastewater
• “resulting from a process of business or industry”
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IndustrialDomestic
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Permitting thresholds
No threshold for industrial wastewater
• Any discharge of industrial wastewater, no matter the size, is 

subject to MGWPCS permit requirements

Domestic wastewater (current)
• Systems <5,000 gallons per day

Domestic wastewater (proposed)
• Systems discharging <1 pound per day total nitrogen
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Current rulemaking
Proposed changes to ARM 17.30.10
• Revise the permit exclusion threshold from 5K gpd to 1 lb/day TN
• Clarify that the exclusion is cumulative to the whole development
• Update and modernize public notice procedures
• Administrative cleanup

Public comment is open now on DEQ site
• Comment period closes tomorrow, November 17
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What if it’s still not clear?

Contact DEQ Water Protection Bureau
• DEQ staff will determine whether a permit is necessary
• Is it a discharge of pollutants to state groundwater?

May refer to US EPA R8
• EPA Region 8 maintains a Class V UIC inventory
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US EPA R8 Class V UIC
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US EPA R8 Class V UIC
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Preparing an 
MGWPCS 
application
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Contact DEQ WPB first!
MGWPCS permits are individual
• Each permit is unique to the system and setting
• Contact a permit writer early to identify data needs

Reasonable expectations
• 3 quarters of GW monitoring from ~3 locations to identify 

seasonal changes in GW elevation and direction
• Representative understanding of site hydrogeology
• Representative characterization of effluent quality
• Plan for a 6-month process



14

Contact DEQ WPB first!
WPB staff can assist with the online portal
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Typical Permit Conditions
Issued for a 5-year term

Effluent monitoring & sampling
• Monthly, quarterly, or semi-annually

Groundwater monitoring & sampling
• Monthly, quarterly, or semi-annually
• Upgradient and downgradient

Effluent limitations
• Generally expressed as a load: TN and TP
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Contact DEQ WPB first!

Tatiana Davila
Water Protection Bureau Chief
• Tatiana.Davila@mt.gov
• 406-444-0420

mailto:Tatiana.Davila@mt.gov
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Questions
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