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WATER RESOURCES

WHY ARE WE DOING 
THEM?

• SUBDIVISIONS GETTING 
APPROVED WITH CHALLENGES 
OBTAINING WATER RIGHTS

• DEQ ADDED ARM 
17.36.103(1)(s)

• DEQ DNRC MOU
• Clark Fork Coalition et al v. DNRC 

et al. Cause No. BDV-2010-874 
Decision

 



WATER RESOURCES

WHAT ARE 
SUBDIVISION REVIEW 

PREDETERMINATIONS?

The purpose of our 
Subdivision Review 
Predetermination process is 
to inform the requester 
whether (1) their proposed 
project will need a water 
right permit (and if that 
permit exists) or (2) if their 
proposed water use plans 
meet statutes/ rules for 
using water right permit 
exceptions (certificates).
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WHAT INFORMATION IS REQUIRED?

• PROJECT AND LOCATION INFORMATION
• TYPE OF PROJECT, LEGAL LAND DESCRIPTIONS, GEOCODES

• SUBDIVISON PLAT INFORMATION
• NUMBER OF PROPOSED LOTS, IS THIS A REWRITE ONLY

• EXISTING WATER USE
• IS WATER CURRENTLY BEING USED? 
• IF SO, LIST WATER RIGHT NUMBER(S).  
• IF NOT FILED ON YET, IT MUST BE BEFORE DETERMINATION CAN BE MADE

• PROPOSED WATER USE AMOUNTS BY PURPOSE
• VOLUME QUANTIFIACTION NEEDS TO BE MADE FOR EACH PROPOSED PURPOSE.  USE DNRC FORM 615 FOR STANDARDS.  
• DNRC DOMESTIC STANDARD IS 1AF BUT WILL ACCEPT DEQ STANDARD OF 0.28AF PER HOUSEHOLD

• REQUIRED DOCUMENTS:
• PROPOSED PLAT
• MAP OF PROJECT LOCATION
• COPY OF RECORDED DOCUMENT (COS, FINAL PLAT) THAT CREATED THE TRACT PROPOSED TO BE SUBDIVIDED.  THIS INFORMATION IS NEED TO DETERMINE IF THE 

TRACT/LOT WAS CREATED BEFORE OR AFTER OCTOBER 17, 2014 
•  WELL LOGS, IF WELL(S) HAVE BEEN DRILLED

• SIGNATURES OF ALL PROPERTY OWNERS
• THIS IS REQUIRED SO ALL OWNERS OF PROPERTY SUBJECT TO REVIEW ARE AWARE OF THE PROPOSED WATER USE ALLOCATION FOR THEIR PROPERTY 
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HOW IS THIS 
INFORMATION 

USED?

• PERMIT NEEDED
• FITS EXCEPTIONS
• CONNECTING TO PUBLIC 

SYSTEM

THIS LETTER DOES NOT 
SERVE AS A PRE-

APPROVAL FOR A WATER 
RIGHT
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MORE INFORMATION :

https://dnrc.mt.gov/Water-Resources/Water-Rights/Apply-for-Water-Rights/Application-Forms-Guidance-Documents
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CONTACT YOUR LOCAL 
DNRC WATER RESOURCES 
REGIONAL OFFICE WITH 

ANY QUESTIONS

THANK YOU!
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