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No damage reported from minor earthquake Saturday;
temblor among strongest on record in Lincoln area

A map shows the precise location of Saturday’s 4.3 magnitude earthquake

Roger Dey
BVD Editor

A cluster of four small
earthquakes hit the Lin-
coln area Saturday, Jan. 30,
centered in an area of the
Helena National Forest 13
miles east of Lincoln.

The first quake, which
registered as a 2.8, hit the
area at 5:52 a.m. The second
and largest quake, a mag-
nitude 4.3, struck at 12:31
p.m. 3.2 miles southwest of

Flesher Pass at a depth of

just five kilometers. It was
followed by two smaller

temblors, a2.2 and a 2.8,
that hit at 12:42 and 1:47
pm. respectively at depths
of six to seven kilometers.

According to the online
USGS database, Saturdays
largest quake was the first
4.0 or greater to hit the
Lincoln area in at least the
last 50 years and was among
one of the shallowest, with a
hypocenter just three and a
half miles deep.

Residents living east of
Lincoln both heard and felt
the largest earthquake.

Peg Eschenbacher, who

lives four miles east of town,
said she didn'’t really feel
it, but heard a loud boom.
Six miles further east along
Highway 200 Trudy Bouma
reported her husband
Louie, who was working in
his office at the time, felt the
tremor as did their daughter
Wendy who was visiting.
Trudy said she didn’t feel
it herself, but all of them
heard it.

“We all heard this sound
like a big semi rumbling

See QUAKE Pg. 5
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