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DISPOSAL OF UNTREATED PURGE WATER FROM
MONITORING WELLS

Does purge water
have visible pollutants (e.g.,
free product)?

Purge water cannot be
disposed of on the ground

No

Does the water
source contain a RCRA
listed or characteristic
waste?

For a characteristic hazardous waste, the water
must be treated to remove the characteristic of
toxicity (i.e., to meet Toxicity Characteristic
Leaching Procedure.) If the water contains a listed
hazardous waste, the concentrations must be below
the relevant health-based level and you must obtain

a "no longer contained-in" determination from DEQ.

No

Does purge water
exceed DEQ-7, RBSLs, or
EPA MCLs?

Discuss with your DEQ
Technical Contact and be
prepared to answer the
following questions

No

Is purge water
from a more contaminated
aquifer than the shallowest
aquifer?

Purge water cannot be
disposed of on the ground

No

Will discharge of
purge water likely
result in exceedance of soil
screening/cleanup

Purge water cannot be
disposed of on the ground

No

Can purge water
discharge cause a
discharge to surface
water?

Purge water cannot be
disposed of on the ground

No

Is purge water
from a mine adit or long-
term pumping test?

Purge water cannot be
disposed of on the ground

No
v

Then purge water can
be disposed of on the
ground



http://www.deq.mt.gov/StateSuperfund/PDFs/ContainedInGuidance.pdf
https://deq.mt.gov/Files/Land/StateSuperFund/Documents/MDEQ-ContainedInGuidance_June2017_final.pdf?ver=2017-06-22-100459-867
http://www.epa.gov/region9/superfund/prg/
http://www.epa.gov/region9/superfund/prg/
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