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Agenda

• Reorganization, updates

• Quality Assurance Plan

• Risk Based Corrective Action 
Guidance 

• and Incorporation by 
Reference Rulemaking
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Team Reorganization

3



Presentation Name
Tanks, Brownfields and Federal Facilities Bureau

Christopher 
Dorrington 

Director

Deputy 
Director 
James 
Fehr

Air Energy 
and Mining

Sonja 
Nowakowski

Water Quality 
Division 
Lindsey 

Krywaruchka

Waste 
Management 

and Remediation 
Division 

Amy Steinmetz

Chief Legal 
Angie 

Colamaria

WMB
Thompson

Tanks, 
Brownfields and 
Federal Facilities 

Bureau
Dorrington

Superfund 
and 

Construction 
Bureau
Garcin

Petroleum 
Tank Cleanup
Section

Latysha Pankratz

SSU

CPRS
Morris

Underground 
Storage Tank 

Leak 
Prevention 

Section
Seth Hendrix

PTRCB

Administratively attached

4



Presentation Name
Tanks, Brownfields and Federal Facilities Bureau

2023 integration and 2024 
Look ahead
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o Shared mission and vision under one bureau

o Increased customer service with all DEQ “tanks” resources being housed in one functional unit

o leveraging of resources across sections 

o Cross-training and cross-sectional assistance

o Stronger understanding of the needs and challenges of our “tanks” customers, leading to increased customer service

o Over the long-term, the programs will be better positioned to face the transition to a greater focus on release prevention.
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Quality Assurance Plan for 
Investigation of 

Underground Storage Tank 
Releases -Update
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What is the purpose of this QAP?
Describe the quality system that applies universally to Petroleum sites 

Ensures minimum data quality objectives are met (reliability)

Data is available for multiple uses

Who uses a QAP? 

• Anyone who wants to use the data

• Decision makers

• Field samplers

• Project managers

• labs
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QAP referenced in 
Rule

ARM 17.56.504 and ARM 
17.56.703 Release Investigation 
and Confirmation Steps and 
Assessing the Site at Closure or 
Change in Service, respectively.

 “The Montana Quality 
Assurance Plan for Investigation of 
Underground Storage Tank 
Releases should be used as a guide 
for the collection, preservation, 
and analysis of field samples”

Last revision date, 2022
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• Currently, we have a draft 2022 QAP 
available on the website

• We will update at the end of this year to 
reflect supervisor changes, bureau 
changes, RBCA updates, etc.  
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RBCA Updates
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The RBCA 
guidance 

document 
can be fond 

here:  

The current RBCA guidance 
document can be found here  



Presentation Name
Tanks, Brownfields and Federal Facilities Bureau

The draft guide can be 
found here
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Public Notices with no opportunity for comment
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Scroll down 
to date 1/12 

UST Draft 
Final RBCA 
Guidance
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Changes in 2023 Draft RBCA Guide- 
Risk Assessment Modifications

Construction worker Risk Based Screening Levels (RBSLs) re-calculated using subchronic toxicity values where 
available.

•  Toxicity values that are protective for short term exposure (EPA: noncarcinogenic effects between 2 weeks 
– 7 years; ATSDR- <1 year)  

•  Since Construction worker exposure is less than 1 year, subchronic is used where available. 

Residential and Commercial worker RBSLs re-calculated to incorporate the Montana State Exposure Frequencies.

• Currently being incorporated in a “Tier 3” on a site-specific basis.  The 2023 draft incorporates the Mt state 
exposure frequencies at Tier 1, (Table 1) as they cover all of Montana.  

• Exposure frequencies assume in Montana we have a minimum of 3 months of snow cover and a 2-week 
vacation vs. EPA screening values which do not assume snow cover.

Comprehensive review completed of all equation inputs; updates made, where needed. This and other equation 
changes led to either an increase or a decrease in the final RBSL, depending on the chemical and receptor.16
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Changes in 2023 Draft RBCA Guide

All Direct Contact non-carcinogenic RBSLs were re-calculated to incorporate a Hazard Quotient 0.1 (instead of 0.125) to ensure 
protectiveness in the initial screening phase.  This will allow up to 10 (instead of 8) non-carcinogenic compounds present in the initial 
screening (Tier 1).

 You will see a greater change in the Tier 2 adjustments for non-carcinogens due to this change in the HQ.
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Example:  from 2018 RBCA, page 26



Presentation Name
Tanks, Brownfields and Federal Facilities Bureau

Changes in 2023 Draft RBCA Guide
Clarifications

Layout changed, easier format to follow and find things.

New Table 4 series (4a, 4b, & 4c) added. These are Tier 2 RBSL tables walking the user through the Tier 2 RBSL 
adjustment along with instructions for use to determine the appropriate Tier 2 RBSL for each release.

Appendix D provides an expanded discussion on the derivation of groundwater RBSLs and a discussion on actions 
needed based on exceedances of water quality standards or screening levels.

2018 RBCA Section 3.4.3 updated: Discussion regarding the incorporation of old Total Petroleum Hydrocarbon data 
(DRO/GRO) has been expanded adding additional information on the adjustments.
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Changes in 2023 Draft RBCA Guide
removal of redundant information

Table 4, Conceptual Site Model (CSM) table, removed from guidance. RBCA now refers readers to the Release 
Closure Plan to access the CSM and instructions on filling it out.

Tables 1 (Surface Soil RBSLs) & 2 (Subsurface Soil RBSLs) removed and replaced with one table (new Table 1) 
which provides the RBSLs used for release confirmation only and a new Table 2 that contains all Tier 1 RBSLs.

Metals Screening Table, Table F, deleted and recommendation to work with your program on metals screening 
levels added.

Vapor Intrusion, Section 4, has been deleted. RBCA now refers readers to DEQ Vapor Intrusion Guidance.
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Changes in 2023 Draft RBCA Guide
lab/preservation method modifications

Order of compounds in screening Tables rearranged to be consistent with most common laboratory 
reports.

Massachusetts Method references for EPH and VPH updated to newest versions. 

In field methanol preservation option added for VPH and VOCs.  Airtight collection of VPH soils option 
retained but must be preserved in methanol by the lab within 48 hours.
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Incorporation by Reference Rulemaking

Notice of Proposed Rulemaking:  MAR – 17-438  

Comment Period:  January 12 – February 9, 2024

The MT DEQ, Waste Management and Remediation Division is 
proposing to adopt and incorporate by reference the most 
recent edition of

• Federal Drinking Water Maximum Contaminant Levels 
(MCLs), 

• U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Regional Screening 
Levels (RSLs), 

• Reportable Quantities for Hazardous Substances under the 
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and 
Liability Act (CERCLA), 

• The Montana Risk-Based Corrective Action Guidance for 
Petroleum Releases. 
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Incorporation 
By Reference 
Rulemaking
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The draft guide can be 
found here
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Public Notices with no opportunity for comment
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Cleanup 
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Closes 5:00 
today
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Thank you for 
your work to 

ensure a clean 
and healthy 
environment 
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Connect with us 

• Terri Dorrington
• Tanks, Brownfields and Federal Facilities Bureau Chief
• tmavencamp2@mt.gov
• 406.444.5595

Instagram

Twitter

YouTube

Facebook

https://www.instagram.com/montanadeq/
https://twitter.com/MTDEQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZpuxN606ueNWkZBg7udweA
https://www.facebook.com/MTDEQ
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