
 
 

P.O. Box 99, Colstrip, Montana 59323   

June 3, 2026 
 
Emily Lodman, 
Coal Section, Supervisor 
Department of Environmental Quality 
1520 East Sixth Ave 
PO Box 200901 
Helena, MT  59620-0901 
 
Permit ID: C1984003B 
Revision Type: Bond Release 
Permitting Action: Deficiency  
Subject: SL 24; First Round Completeness Deficiency 
 
Dear Ms. Lodman: 
 
In response to the Montana Department of Environmental Quality first round 
completeness deficiency Bond Release for SL 24 in Area B dated February 2, 2026. 
Westmoreland Rosebud Mining has the following response.   
 
82-4-232(6)(a), MCA: Please include the full list of landowners for Rosebud Coal Mine 
Area B, not just the sections for bond release. DEQ would like to include all landowners 
to ensure coverage for the release area.  
 
MCA82-4-232 (6) (a) (i) The permittee may file an application with the department for 
the release of all or part of a performance bond. The application must contain a 
proposed public notice of the precise location of the land affected, the number of acres 
for which bond release is sought, the permit and the date approved, the amount of the 
bond filed and the portion sought to be released, the type and appropriate dates of 
reclamation work performed, and a description of the results achieved as they relate to 
the permittee's approved reclamation plan. The description of the results may include 
other information or methods, including predictive modeling, which may be used in 
conjunction with monitoring data compiled for the performance bond release application 
to demonstrate compliance with the approved reclamation plan.   
 
(ii) As part of any bond release application, the permittee shall submit copies of letters 
that the permittee has sent to adjoining property owners, local governmental bodies, 
planning agencies, and sewage and water treatment authorities or water companies in 
the locality of the operation, notifying them of the permittee's intention to seek release 
from the bond.   
 
WRM has included the landowners directly surrounding the parcels being sought after 
for bond release. If DEQ is looking for a complete list of landowners within the permit 
boundary, WRM would point them to the updated list of landowners found in the permit.  
 



 
 

P.O. Box 99, Colstrip, Montana 59323   

After review of the permit boundary against Montana Cadastral WRM only missed the 
State of Montana, as WRM is the lease holder the address is the same as the Rosebud 
mine, leading to WRM having already met this deficiency.  
 
82-4-232(6)(b)(i), MCA: Please include an earthwork volume calculation 
which demonstrates the earthwork done in the bond release areas since the 
last submitted annual bond calculation.   
 
MCA82-4-232 (6) (b) The department shall determine whether the application is 
administratively complete. An application is administratively complete if it includes:   
(i) the location and acreage of the land for which bond release is sought;   
The location and acreage of the land for which bond release is being sought can be 
found on the maps included in the submittal as well as the application. Specifically, the 
physical location is described in the application attachments #1 – Legal Description 
down to the ¼ section as necessary.  
 
ARM 17.24.1111(3): The amount of acres requested in the application does not align 
with calculated acres based on the field polygons provided. Please correct the 
requested acres and resubmit.   
 
The acres have been updated on the maps, application and additional documents.  
 
ARM 17.24.1116(6)(a): The 27.0 ac field and 36.0 ac field have areas that exceed 10 ft 
from current postmine topography (PMT) requirements and will need additional backfill 
and grading to tie into adjacent fields; please explain how these fields will tie into 
adjacent fields or grade them accordingly to better match the currently approved PMT.   
 
The 36.0 ac field has been removed from the application for further 
analysis. Regarding the 27 ac field, WRM has traditionally been able to make minor 
modifications to the Approximate PMT, the area being applied for is an adjustment 
between the ability to modify and DEQ holding the operator to the approved 
Approximate PMT. In order to tie into the reclamation approved within SL19, 
adjustments were required.  These adjustments include addition of a tertiary drainage 
and elevation modifications.  As work progresses to the south, WRM will continue to 
make minor changes to meld with the approved PMT.  
 
ARM 17.24.1112(d): The $20.5M bond release listed on the cover page of the 
application does not match the $4.32M bond release listed to be sought on the 
public notice. Please revise and re-submit.  
 
The change has been made to the public notice that it was not found to be incorrect in 
any other location.  
 
ARM 17.24.1112(d): Please update the legal description for Section 18, T1N. The 
Range is R41E, not R40E. Please ensure portions of the application with the legal 
descriptions are updated accordingly.   



 
 

P.O. Box 99, Colstrip, Montana 59323   

 
The change has been made to the public notice, it was not found to be incorrect in any 
other location.  
 
ARM 17.24.1112(d): The specific name of the local library should be included in both 
the public notice and the landowner letters. Please update these to include the name of 
the local library.  
The ‘local library’ has been changed on the public notice and the landowner letters 
to ‘Bicentennial Library – Colstrip’.  
  
 
If you have any questions, please contact Tim Garvin at 406-748-5153. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Westmoreland Rosebud Mining LLC 
Wade Steere, Environmental Permitting Manager, Rosebud Mine 
PO Box 99 | Colstrip, MT 59323 
Mobile: 406-839-8189 | Office: 406-748-5110 
Email: wsteere@westmoreland.com.com| Website: www.westmoreland.com 
 
 
 
 

mailto:wsteere@westmoreland.com
http://www.westmoreland.com/
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Gilbert, Sharona

From: Transfer Service
Sent: Wednesday, June 3, 2026 3:12 PM
To: DEQ AEMD Coal
Subject: State of Montana File Transfer Service

Categories: Orange Category

FILE TRANSFER SERVICE 
STATE OF MONTANA 

 

The following file has been sent to you  
through the State of Montana File Transfer Service: 

FILE NAME: SL 24 Westmoreland Rosebud Mine Area B Bond Release 
Completeness Deficiency Response.zip 

SENT TO: DEQCoal@mt.gov 

SENT FROM: Noelle Boyer (nboyer@westmoreland.com) 

MESSAGE: Please see the attached SL 24 Westmoreland Rosebud Mine Area B 
Bond Release Completeness Deficiency Response 

 

To download this file,  
click on the link below: 

http://transfer.mt.gov/transfer/ReceivedFileReport?TransferID=3faa220c-cbe7-4ebd-a2ef-d613c0048d55
 

Replies to this email are not monitored. 
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https://transfer.mt.gov/  
 

 

 



 
 

P.O. Box 99, Colstrip, Montana 59323   

December 4, 2025 
 
Ms. Emily Lodman, Supervisor 
Coal and Uranium Program 
Industrial and Energy Minerals Bureau 
Department of Environmental Quality 
P.O. Box 200901 
Helena, MT  59620-0901 
 
 
Permit ID: C1984003B 
Revision Type: Bond Release 
Permitting Action: Submittal  
Subject: SL 24: Phase I 
 
Dear Ms. Lodman: 
 
Westmoreland Rosebud hereby submits bond release application SL24 for partial release of 
approximately 144 acres Phase I bond release within Area B of the Rosebud Mine.  
 
Westmoreland Rosebud Mining is requesting $20,500,000.00 to be released. $66,150,000.00 will 
remain held by the DEQ for the Area B permit. 
 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Tim Garvin at 406-748-5153. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
David Kuzara 
Manager, Environmental & Regulatory Affairs 
1601 Lewis Ave., Suite 112 Billings, MT 59102 
Direct: (406) 281-7954 | Mobile: (406) 690-9069  
Email: dkuzara@westmoreland.com |   
 
Enclosure: C1984003B SL24 Phase I App.pdf 
 

mailto:dkuzara@westmoreland.com
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Gilbert, Sharona

From: Transfer Service
Sent: Thursday, December 4, 2025 10:26 AM
To: DEQ AEMD Coal
Subject: State of Montana File Transfer Service

FILE TRANSFER SERVICE 
STATE OF MONTANA 

 

The following file has been sent to you  
through the State of Montana File Transfer Service: 

FILE NAME: C1984003B SL24 Phase I Bond Release 12-2025.zip 

SENT TO: DEQCoal@mt.gov 

SENT FROM: Noelle Boyer (nboyer@westmoreland.com) 

MESSAGE: Please see the attached C1984003B SL24 Phase I Bond Release 12-
2025 Let me know if you have any questions, Noelle Boyer 

 

To download this file,  
click on the link below: 

http://transfer.mt.gov/transfer/ReceivedFileReport?TransferID=5280d049-51a6-4c7e-b85c-1b71340075b3
 

Replies to this email are not monitored. 
 

https://transfer.mt.gov/  
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C1984003B SL24: Phase 1                     June 3, 2026 


   
 


ATTACHMENT #1 – LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
 
    


Legal Description Surface Owner 
T1N, R40E Sec. 13 W½ WPP LLC 
T1N, R40E Sec 14 E½ Booth Land & Livestock CO 


 
    
LANDOWNERS AND ADJOINING OTHER BODIES 
 


Surface & Adjoining Owners and 
Other Bodies Address City State 


Zip  
Code 


WPP LLC PO Box 1745 Miles City MT 59301 
City of Colstrip PO Box 1902 Colstrip MT 59323 
Rosebud County Commissioners PO Box 47 Forsyth MT 59327 
Westmoreland Rosebud Mining LLC PO Box 99 Colstrip MT 59323 
Booth Land & Livestock Co PO Box 72 Lucerne CO 80646 
Bicentennial Library-Colstrip PO Box 1947 Colstrip MT 59323 
State of Montana 1625 111 Ave Helena MT 59620 


 
  







C1984003B SL24: Phase 1                     June 3, 2026 


   
 


 DRAFT LANDOWNER NOTIFICATION LETTER 
 
Dear Sir: 
 
Westmoreland Rosebud Mining LLC has applied for partial release of its reclamation bond to the 
Department of Environmental Quality.  This request is for plugging of drill holes and completion of backfill 
and regrade under ARM 17.24.1116(6)(a) Reclamation Phase I of Montana’s Permanent Program, Strip 
and Underground Reclamation Rules and Regulations. 
 
The specific permit number and acreages are shown in the following table: 
 


Permit No. Phase I 
C1984003B 82 


 
The proposed release area, containing 82 acres more or less, is located within portions of the following 
legal descriptions: 
 


Area B – Rosebud County 
Phase I 
T1N, R40E Sec. 13 and 14 


 
An electronic copy of the application is available for inspection on the Montana Department of 
Environmental Quality Coal Section’s website, the Bicentennial Library - Colstrip, or can be requested by 
emailing DEQCoal@mt.gov.  
 
Written comments, objections, or requests for informal conferences maybe submitted by any person with 
an interest that is or may be adversely affected within 30 days of the last published announcement to the 
Montana Department of Environmental Quality, Mining Bureau, PO Box 200901, Helena, Montana 59620-
0901 or by emailing DEQCoal@mt.gov.  
  
This letter is being sent to fulfill the requirements of ARM 17.26.1111(3) of Montana’s Permanent Program, 
Strip and Underground Reclamation Rules and Regulations.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Environmental Manager



mailto:DEQCoal@mt.gov

mailto:DEQCoal@mt.gov





C1984003B SL24: Phase 1                     June 3, 2026 


   
 


DRAFT PUBLIC NOTICE 
 


PUBLIC NOTICE 
 
Notice is hereby given that Westmoreland Rosebud Mining LLC, a Montana corporation with offices west 
of Colstrip, Montana, has filed a request for partial bond release for Phase I reclamation work in Area B 
(C1984003B) of the Rosebud Mine, Colstrip, Montana under the Montana Strip and Underground Mine 
Reclamation Act and Permanent Regulatory Program.  The Area B Surface Mine Permit was originally 
approved on October 26, 1984. 
 
The proposed release area, containing 82 acres, more or less, is located within portions of the following 
legal descriptions: 
 
T1N R40E Sec 13 and 14 
 
The total bond amount for C1984003B – Rosebud Mine is $86,650,000 and a release of $20,500,000 is 
being sought. 
 
Westmoreland Rosebud Mine has completed Phase 1 grading of the area in the second half of 2024 and 
2025. 
 
An electronic copy of the application is available for inspection on the Montana Department of 
Environmental Quality Coal Section’s website, the Bicentennial Library - Colstrip, or can be requested by 
emailing DEQCoal@mt.gov.  
 
Written comments, objections and/or requests for informal conference on this application may be 
submitted to the Department of Environmental Quality, Coal Section, P.O. Box 200901, Helena, MT 
59620-0901 or by emailing DEQCoal@mt.gov within 30 days of the final publication of this notice.  
 



mailto:DEQCoal@mt.gov

mailto:DEQCoal@mt.gov






C1984003B SL24: Phase 1                     October 30, 2025 


ATTACHMENT #1 – LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
 
    


Legal Description Surface Owner 
T1N, R40E Sec. 13 W½ WPP LLC 
T1N, R40E Sec 14 E½ Booth Land & Livestock CO 
T1N, R41E Sec 18 NE¼  Westmoreland Rosebud Mining LLC 


 
    
LANDOWNERS AND ADJOINING OTHER BODIES 
 


Surface & Adjoining Owners and 
Other Bodies Address City State 


Zip  
Code 


WPP LLC PO Box 1745 Miles City MT 59301 
City of Colstrip PO Box 1902 Colstrip MT 59323 
Rosebud County Commissioners PO Box 47 Forsyth MT 59327 
Westmoreland Rosebud Mining LLC PO Box 99 Colstrip MT 59323 
Booth Land & Livestock Co PO Box 72 Lucerne CO 80646 


 
  







C1984003B SL24: Phase 1                     October 30, 2025 


 DRAFT LANDOWNER NOTIFICATION LETTER 
 
Dear Sir: 
 
Westmoreland Rosebud Mining LLC has applied for partial release of its reclamation bond to the 
Department of Environmental Quality.  This request is for plugging of drill holes and completion of backfill 
and regrade under ARM 17.24.1116(6)(a) Reclamation Phase I of Montana’s Permanent Program, Strip 
and Underground Reclamation Rules and Regulations. 
 
The specific permit number and acreages are shown in the following table: 
 


Permit No. Phase I 
C1984003B 144 


 
The proposed release area, containing 144 acres more or less, is located within portions of the following 
legal descriptions: 
 


Area B – Rosebud County 
Phase I 
T1N, R40E Sec. 13 and 14 
T1N, R41E Sec. 18 


 
An electronic copy of the application is available for inspection on the Montana Department of 
Environmental Quality Coal Section’s website, the LOCAL LIBRARY/PUBLIC OFFICE, or can be 
requested by emailing DEQCoal@mt.gov.  
 
Written comments, objections, or requests for informal conferences maybe submitted by any person with 
an interest that is or may be adversely affected within 30 days of the last published announcement to the 
Montana Department of Environmental Quality, Mining Bureau, PO Box 200901, Helena, Montana 59620-
0901 or by emailing DEQCoal@mt.gov.  
  
This letter is being sent to fulfill the requirements of ARM 17.26.1111(3) of Montana’s Permanent Program, 
Strip and Underground Reclamation Rules and Regulations.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
XXX 
Environmental Manager



mailto:DEQCoal@mt.gov

mailto:DEQCoal@mt.gov





C1984003B SL24: Phase 1                     October 30, 2025 


DRAFT PUBLIC NOTICE 
 


PUBLIC NOTICE 
 
Notice is hereby given that Westmoreland Rosebud Mining LLC, a Montana corporation with offices west 
of Colstrip, Montana, has filed a request for partial bond release for Phase I reclamation work in Area B 
(C1984003B) of the Rosebud Mine, Colstrip, Montana under the Montana Strip and Underground Mine 
Reclamation Act and Permanent Regulatory Program.  The Area B Surface Mine Permit was originally 
approved on October 26, 1984. 
 
The proposed release area, containing 144 acres, more or less, is located within portions of the following 
legal descriptions: 
 
T1N R40E Sec 13 and 14 
T1N R40E Sec 18 
 
The total bond amount for C1984003B – Rosebud Mine is $86,650,000 and a release of $4,320,000 is being 
sought. 
 
Westmoreland Rosebud Mine has completed Phase 1 grading of the area in the second half of 2024 and 
2025. 
 
An electronic copy of the application is available for inspection on the Montana Department of 
Environmental Quality Coal Section’s website, the LOCAL LIBRARY/PUBLIC OFFICE, or can be 
requested by emailing DEQCoal@mt.gov.  
 
Written comments, objections and/or requests for informal conference on this application may be 
submitted to the Department of Environmental Quality, Coal Section, P.O. Box 200901, Helena, MT 
59620-0901 or by emailing DEQCoal@mt.gov within 30 days of the final publication of this notice.  
 



mailto:DEQCoal@mt.gov
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Coal Section, Montana Department of Environmental Quality 
Bond Release Form 


(Updated July 2025) 
 


This application form is for bond release pertaining to Phases I, II, III, IV and/or Undisturbed acres.  
 
Per Administrative Rules of Montana (ARM) 17.24.1111(2), applications must be filed at times or seasons that 
allow the department to evaluate properly the reclamation operations alleged to have been completed.  
SECTION A – APPLICANT INFORMATION 


1. Site Name: Rosebud Mine - Area B 
Permit Number: C1984003B 
Date Permit Approved: October 26, 1984 
 


2. Name of Applicant: Westmoreland Rosebud Mining LLC 
Address: PO Box 99 
City: Colstrip State: MT Zip Code: 59323 
Office Phone: 406.748.5179Fax: N/A  
 


SECTION B – BOND RELEASE INFORMATION 


1.  
Name of Bonding 
Agent 


Address City State Zip Code Bond No(s) 


Travelers Casualty 
and Surety Company 
of America 


One Tower 
Square 


Hartford CT 06183 106649093 


Argonaut Insurance 
Company 


PO Box 469001 San 
Antonio 


TX 78246 SUR0052333 


Surich American 
Insurance Company 


1299 Surich Way Schaumb
urg 


IL 60196-
1056 


09316507 


                                    


                                    


 
2. Current bond amount held by DEQ: $86,650,000.00 


 
3. Total amount of bond requested for release: $20,500,000.00 


 
4. The type and appropriate dates of reclamation work performed;  Phase 1 grading work - performed 


second half of 2024 and during 2025 
 


Air, Energy & Mining Division 







SMP Bond Release Form 
Updated July 2025 


Page 2 of 3 


5. A description of the results achieved as they relate to the permittee’s approved reclamation plan; 
Phase 1 reclamation required that the post-mine topography (PMT) be constructed in close 
accordace with the approved design, with clearly defined drainage channels. WRM achieved this 
by utilising dozers, truck/shovel and a dragline to complete the reclamation grading, ensureing a 
stable landform consistent with the approved plan. The reclaimed surfaces were successfully tied 
into the native ground near C3S with highwall reduction. This will promote proper drainiange 
and blending with the surrounding landsccape. WRM considers the identified areas to meet all 
relamation requirements. Monitoring over the past months has shwn the area to remain stable, 
with minimal head-cutting or channeling despite the above-average total rainfall during the 
summer months of 2025. WRM has soiled and seeded a portion of these fields with direct 
placement soil and were seeded at the end of Q3 and early portions of Q4. The remaining fields 
have been ripped along the contour and soil will be placed and it will be seeded to ensure long-
term success.  
 


6. Legal Description of Bond Release Area: See included document named Area B - SL24 
SMPBondReleaseForm - Attachments.docx 
 


7. Bond Release Phases 


Phase Acres 
*no decimals 


Dollar Amount  
Requested 


Phase I: (Defined in ARM 17.24.1116(6)(a)) 144 $20,500,000.00 


Phase II: (Defined in ARM 17.24.1116(6)(b)) 0 $0.00 


Phase III: (Defined in ARM 17.24.1116(6)(c)) 0 $0.00 


Phase IV: (Defined in ARM 17.24.1116(6)(d)) 0 $0.00 


Undisturbed Acres 0 $0.00 


 
8. Breakdown of Final Bond Release Acres  


(Only applies to Phase IV, Undisturbed, or Pre-1989 Phase III) 


 Permit Acreage 
Mineral 


Permit Acreage 
Surface 


 Federal: 0 0 


Tribal: 0 0 


State: 0 0 


Private: 0 0 


County: 0 0 


Total: 0 0 


 
9. In addition, as part of any bond application, the permittee shall submit copies of letters that the 


permittee has sent to adjoining property owners, local governmental bodies, planning agencies, 
and sewage and water treatment authorities or water companies in the locality of the operation, 
notifying them of the permittee’s intention to seek release from the bond. Please indicate the 
letters included in the application:  


 
a.  Adjoining landowners (this should include all landowners for the entire permitted area as 


well as any landowner adjacent to the permit boundary per 82-4-232(6)(a), MCA) 
b.  Local governmental bodies 









		Coal Section, Montana Department of Environmental Quality Bond Release Form
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