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Coal Section, Montana Department of Environmental Quality 
Coal Amendment Instructions 

(Updated June 2025) 
 
 
Include all of the following in the application: 

1. Cover Letter  
2. SMP Amendment Form (attached) 

a. Fill in all blanks and provide a detailed answer for each question. Write “None” 
or “N/A” or “See Attachment (specify)” if that is the correct answer.  

3. Public Notice (example attached) 
a. Public Notice must contain all required information pursuant to ARM 

17.24.401(3)(a) through (g). Use attached example to ensure all required 
information is included.  

4. Relevant maps: 
a. Copies in both PDF and CAD 

Enter amendment application materials into the ePermit system (use the form for guidance). 
 
Public Notice instructions: 
Upon Completeness Determination, applicant will need to initiate the public notice as follows:  

1. Pursuant to ARM 17.24.401(3) the applicant shall advertise the approved public notice 
of the application in a newspaper of general circulation in the locality of the permit area 
at least once a week for four consecutive weeks with a 30-day comment period after 
last date of publication.  

2. Per ARM 17.24.303(1)(x) the applicant shall submit proof of publication of the 
advertisement, please email the affidavit to DEQCoal@mt.gov once received. 

 
Bond instructions: 
Upon Acceptability Determination, applicant will need to submit bond according to the amount 
determined in the acceptability determination letter if applicable.  For bond documents sent to 
DEQ: 

1. Once signed by company representative and notarized, send a scanned copy to Ashley 
Eichhorn (aeichhorn@mt.gov) for an initial review.  

2. Send original bond document, preferably via FedEx or UPS for tracking, to DEQ Coal 
Section, 2401 Colonial Drive, Helena MT 59601. 

3. Be sure to provide an updated Proof of Agency if information has changed with updates 
to Ownership and Control.  
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SMP Amendment Public Notice

Pursuant to the Montana Strip and Underground Reclamation Act notice is hereby given that COMPANY NAME, with its offices located at: MAILING ADDRESS, CITY, STATE ZIP has filed an application with the Coal Section, Mining Bureau of the Department of Environmental Quality for amendment REVISION NUMBER of Permit Number PERMIT NUMBER.



The SITE CODE is located near TOWN, Montana. The general legal description of the amendment area is as follows:

 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION

 

All M.P.M., COUNTY County, Montana, containing ACRES acres.

 

ROAD INFORMATION (If conducting mining activities within 100 feet of the outside right-of-way of a public road a concise statement describing the public road, the particular operations within the 100 feet or the particular part to be relocated or closed, where any relocation or closure is to occur, and the duration of the operations or relocation.)



An electronic copy of the application is available for inspection on the Montana Department of Environmental Quality Coal Section’s website, the LOCAL LIBRARY/PUBLIC OFFICE, or can be requested by emailing DEQCoal@mt.gov. 



Written comments, objections and/or requests for informal conference on this application may be submitted to the Department of Environmental Quality, Coal Section, P.O. Box 200901, Helena, MT 59620-0901 or by emailing DEQCoal@mt.gov within 30 days of the final publication of this notice. 
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SMP Amendment Form

Updated June 2025
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Coal Section, Montana Department of Environmental Quality
Amendment Form

(Updated June 2025)



[bookmark: _Hlk192144129]This application form is for amendment as defined in Administrative Rules of Montana (ARM) 17.24.301(12) as any change in the mine or reclamation plan that results in expansion or decrease of the operation’s permitted boundaries, excluding “incidental boundary change.”

 

SECTION A – APPLICANT INFORMATION

1. Mineral to be mined: |_| Coal   |_| Uranium

Site Name:      

Permit Number:      


2. Name of Applicant:      
Address:      
City:       State:       Zip Code:      
Office Phone:      Fax:       



3. Legal Description of Amendment Area:      
County(s):      



SECTION B – ePermit Checklist

[bookmark: _Hlk198809867]At minimum, the application must update the following Sections in the ePermit:



1. Admin

1.1 Application Form/Verification: Upload Amendment Form here.

1.3 Location: Update legal description to include amendment area.

1.4 Surface & Mineral Ownership: Update information to include amendment area.

1.5 Ownership & Control: Update information if any changes have been made.

1.6 Mine Site Information: Update the breakdowns for permitted mineral and surface to include amendment area. 

1.8 Non-Compliance: Ensure Certification is up to date and aligns with Ownership & Control information.

1.9 Violations & Cessations: Update if needed. 

1.10 Legal Right to Enter: Update to include amendment area. 

1.11 Status of Private Mineral/Surface Estate: Update to include amendment area.  

1.14 Life of Mine/Estimated Mining Timetable: Update to include amendment area. 

1.15 Insurance: Update Expiration Date of Insurance as well as current Certificate of Liability if needed.

1.16 Other Permits: Update if information is out of date. 

1.17 Public Copy of Application: Update if information is out of date. 

1.18 Proof of Publication: Attach the draft public notice for the amendment under Newspaper Notification Attachments. 



2. Baseline

2.2 Cultural Resources: Update if needed to include amendment area:

State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO)- https://mhs.mt.gov/Shpo/Forms

The following will need to be filled out and submitted to DEQ, not SHPO:

i. Submittal Form (META-F Form)

ii. Inventory Report

iii. Site Forms

iv. Digital and PDF map, GIS shapefiles strongly preferred



3. Operations

3.1 Operations Plan: Update to include amendment. 

3.10 Fish and Wildlife Plan: Biological Opinion:

i. Official USFWS Species List- https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/

ii. Montana NHP Species of Concern List- https://nris.mt.gov/reqapp/userMain.asp

iii. Montana Sage Grouse Habitat Consultation (if applicable)-

https://sagegrouse.mt.gov/ProposedProject/Instructions



4. Reclamation

4.1 Reclamation Plan: Update to include amendment. 

4.4 Bond Calculation: Update to include amendment.



6. Map Summary

6.1 Maps: Upload CAD files under Master CAD section and PDF files under Maps section. Be sure to update all maps affected by amendment area. 



9. Reports

9.1 Correspondence: Upload cover letter for application and responses here. 



*Include any other information as needed for amendment. 











Mining Bureau I Coal Section I P.O. Box 200901 I Helena, MT 59620-0901 I (406) 444-4966 I Email: DEQCoal@mt.gov

[Type text]	[Type text]	[Type text]

Page 1 of 5

image1.jpg

Montana Department
of Environmental Quality






