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Coal Section, Montana Department of Environmental Quality 
Coal and Uranium Prospecting Amendment Instructions 

(Updated March 2025) 
 
 
Include all of the following in the application: 

1. Cover Letter 
2. Prospecting Amendment Form (attached) 

a. Fill in all blanks and provide a detailed answer for each question. Write “None” 
or “N/A” (particularly if not applicable due to being a short form) or “See 
Attachment” if that is the correct answer.  

3. Prospecting Monthly/Annual Report Form spreadsheet (attached) 
a. Fill out the information for Proposed Holes only (first tab) 

i. Note: This spreadsheet should be cumulative, including the initial permit 
as well as any amendments/revisions that add holes. Applicant can either 
continue this information from the original spreadsheet or update new 
spreadsheet accordingly.  

b. Associated Action in Column G should be listed with amendment number. 
c. Submittal date should match the date of the amendment application. 

4. Public Notice (attached) 
a. Public Notice must contain all required information pursuant to ARM 

17.24.1001(q). Use attached example to ensure all required information is 
included.  

5. Relevant maps: 
a. Copies in both PDF and CAD 

Email complete package to DEQCoal@mt.gov if under 6MB. 
If over 6MB, send package as a Zip File to DEQCoal@mt.gov through the State File Transfer 
Service.  
 
Public Notice instructions: 
Upon Completeness Determination, applicant will need to initiate the public notice as follows:  

1. Short Form Public Notice 
a. Pursuant to 82-4-226(8)(e), MCA, upon completeness determination, the 

applicant shall advertise the approved public notice of the application in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the locality of the permit area one time with 
a 10-day comment period after date of publication. Be sure to email 
DEQCoal@mt.gov the publication information to as well as the affidavit from the 
newspaper when received per ARM 17.24.1001(q).  

2. Long Form Public Notice 
a. Pursuant to ARM 17.24.1112(a), upon completeness determination, the 

applicant shall advertise the approved public notice of the application in a 
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newspaper of general circulation in the locality of the permit area at least once a 
week for four consecutive weeks with a 30-day comment period after last date 
of publication. Be sure to email DEQCoal@mt.gov the publication information to 
as well as the affidavit from the newspaper when received per ARM 
17.24.1001(q).  
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	Coal Section, Montana Department of Environmental Quality Coal and Uranium Prospecting Amendment Instructions


Proposed Holes

		Monthly/Annual Prospecting Report

		PROPOSED HOLE INFORMATION

		Submittal Date: DD/MM/YYYY

		ARM 17.24.1001(2)(iii)

		LEGAL LOCATION						TOTAL				SUBSTAINTIAL DISTURBANCE		PROPOSED HOLE INFORMATION

		DRILL HOLE ID #		Decimal Degrees								DESCRIPTION		ASSOCIATED ACTION		SUBMITTAL DATE

				LAT		LONG		DEPTH		DIAMETER





Drilled Holes

		Monthly/Annual Prospecting Report

		DRILLED HOLE INFORMATION

		Submittal Date: DD/MM/YYYY

		ARM 17.24.1002(2)		2(a)				2(c)						2(d)				2(e)				*2(f)		2(g)				2(h)		**2(i)		***2(j)

		LEGAL LOCATION						DATES						TOTAL				ABANDONMENT MATERIAL				TEST / ANALYSIS		WATER BEARING ZONES				LOST CIRCULATION ZONES		CONVERTED TO WELL		SUBSTAINTIAL DISTURBANCE

		DRILL HOLE ID #		Decimal Degrees																(____# /bag)		TYPE		DEPTH(S) OF WATER		ARTESIAN CONDITIONS		DEPTH		YES/NO		DESCRIPTION

				LAT		LONG		DRILLED		LOGGED		ABANDONED		DEPTH		DIAMETER		TRADE NAME		NUMBER OF BAGS

		NOTES

		ARM 17.24.1002(2)(f)*		The results of any additional testing need to be included in narrative and/or tabular format

		ARM 17.24.1002(2)(i)**		If a prospecting hole is converted to a well, please supply all information pursuant to 17.24.1002(2)(i).

		ARM 17.24.1002(2)(j)***		If all significant disturbances (17.24.301(121)) are the same for each site, describe in narrative form here.  Otherwise provide a description for each drill hole in the table above.

				For a description of "substantially disturb" see 17.24.301(121)

		IMPORTANT:		All holes need to be logged as individual holes, even if prosposed as twinned holes





Bond Released Holes

		Monthly/Annual Prospecting Report

		BOND RELEASE HOLE INFORMATION

		Submittal Date: DD/MM/YYYY

		ARM 17.24.1002(2)		2(a)				2(c)						2(d)				2(e)				*2(f)		2(g)				2(h)		**2(i)		***2(j)

		LEGAL LOCATION						DATES						TOTAL				ABANDONMENT MATERIAL				TEST / ANALYSIS		WATER BEARING ZONES				LOST CIRCULATION ZONES		CONVERTED TO WELL		SUBSTAINTIAL DISTURBANCE		DRILLING COMPANY INFORMATION						BOND RELEASE HOLE INFORMATION

		DRILL HOLE ID #		Decimal Degrees																(____# /bag)		TYPE		DEPTH(S) OF WATER		ARTESIAN CONDITIONS		DEPTH		YES/NO				COMPANY NAME		CITY		STATE		BOND RELEASE NUMBER		BOND RELEASE APPROVAL DATE

				LAT		LONG		DRILLED		LOGGED		ABANDONED		DEPTH		DIAMETER		TRADE NAME		NUMBER OF BAGS												DESCRIPTION

		NOTES

		ARM 17.24.1002(2)(f)*		The results of any additional testing need to be included in narrative and/or tabular format

		ARM 17.24.1002(2)(i)**		If a prospecting hole is converted to a well, please supply all information pursuant to 17.24.1002(2)(i).

		ARM 17.24.1002(2)(j)***		If all significant disturbances (17.24.301(121)) are the same for each site, describe in narrative form here.  Otherwise provide a description for each drill hole in the table above.

				For a description of "substantially disturb" see 17.24.301(121)

		IMPORTANT:		All holes need to be logged as individual holes, even if prosposed as twinned holes
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Coal and Uranium Prospecting Amendment Public Notice

Pursuant to the Montana Strip and Underground Reclamation Act notice is hereby given that COMPANY NAME, with its offices located at: MAILING ADDRESS, CITY, STATE ZIP has filed an application with the Coal Section, Mining Bureau of the Department of Environmental Quality for amendment REVISION NUMBER of Prospecting Permit Number PERMIT NUMBER.



The SITE CODE is located near TOWN, Montana. The general legal description of the amendment area is as follows:

 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION

 

All M.P.M., COUNTY County, Montana, containing HOLES exploration drill holes.

 

[bookmark: _Hlk193350898]An electronic copy of the application is available for inspection on the Montana Department of Environmental Quality Coal Section’s website, the LOCAL LIBRARY/PUBLIC OFFICE, or can be requested by emailing DEQCoal@mt.gov. 



Written comments, objections and/or requests for informal conference on this application may be submitted to the Department of Environmental Quality, Coal Section, P.O. Box 200901, Helena, MT 59620-0901 or by emailing DEQCoal@mt.gov within 10 days of the final publication of this notice. 





[Type text]	[Type text]	[Type text]




Coal and Uranium Prospecting Amendment Form

Updated March 2025
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Coal Section, Montana Department of Environmental Quality
Coal and Uranium Prospecting Amendment Form

(Updated March 2025)



[bookmark: _Hlk192144129]This application form is for both Short Form and Long Form amendments.



Per ARM 17.24.1019, a Short Form is a prospecting operation that is outside an area designated unsuitable and does not remove more than 250 tons of coal and that does not substantially disturb the natural land surface (as defined in ARM 17.24.301(121)). Operations that remove more than 250 tons of coal and does substantially disturb the natural land surface are considered a Long Form.



Per ARM 17.24.303(121), "Substantially disturb" means, for purposes of prospecting, to significantly impact land or water resources by:

(a) drilling of uranium prospecting holes or blasting. Drilling of coal prospecting holes and installation and use of associated disposal pits or installation of ground water monitoring wells does not constitute substantial disturbance;

(b) removal of vegetation, topsoil, or overburden;

(c) construction of roads or other access routes;

(d) placement of excavated earth or waste material on the natural land surface; or

(e) other similar activities.



SECTION A – APPLICANT INFORMATION 

A1.  

1. Mineral to be prospected: |_| Coal   |_| Uranium

Type of Amendment (see above for description): |_| Short Form   |_| Long Form
Site Name:      

Permit Number:      


2. Name of Applicant:      
Address:      
City:       State:       Zip Code:      
Office Phone:      Fax:       


3. Name of Resident Agent:      
Address:      
City:      State:      Zip Code:      
Office Phone:      Cell:      Fax:       Email:      


4. Legal Description of Amendment Area:      
County:      


5. 

		Acreage to be Amended

		Permit Acreage Mineral

		Permit Acreage Surface



		 Federal:

		0

		0



		Tribal:

		0

		0



		State:

		0

		0



		Private:

		0

		0



		County:

		0

		0



		Total:

		0

		0





*use whole numbers-no decimal points



6. Prospecting Data (information for amendment only)

		Required for both Short and Long Form



		Sites without disturbance:

		0



		Holes Permitted:

		0



		Required for Long Form Only



		Sites with disturbance:

		0



		Mud/Disposal Pits:

		0



		Road Improvement (miles):

		0



		Road Construction (miles):

		0



		Pad Construction (acres):

		0



		Total Disturbance (acres):

		0







7. Surface acres to be disturbed (one acre per drill site minimum):      



SECTION B – Permit Requirements per Administrative Rules of Montana    

ARM 17.24.1001(2):

(b) documentation that the proposed prospecting program would not adversely affect any area possessing special, exceptional, critical, or unique characteristics as defined in 82-4-227, MCA;      



(c) identification of any historical, archaeological, and ethnological values in the area to be affected to the same extent required for a permit application by ARM 17.24.304(1)(b) and possible mitigating measures to be exercised should any of those values be encountered;       

Note: Cultural resource information will need to be kept separate and confidential, please be sure to attach as a separate pdf file clearly labeled as “Cultural Resources”.



State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO)- https://mhs.mt.gov/Shpo/Forms

The following will need to be filled out and submitted to DEQ, not SHPO:

i. Submittal Form (META-F Form)

ii. Inventory Report

iii. Site Forms

iv. Digital and PDF map, GIS shapefiles strongly preferred



(d) for any lands protected under 82-4-227(13), MCA, or ARM 17.24.1131, a demonstration that, to the extent technologically and economically feasible, the proposed prospecting activities will minimize interference with the values for which those lands were designated. The application must include documentation of consultation with the owner of the feature causing the land to come under the designation, and, when applicable, with the agency with primary jurisdiction over the feature with respect to the values that caused the land to be so designated;      



(e) a narrative description of the significant fish and wildlife species and habitats in the general area of operations, including rare and endangered species and critical habitats, as listed by the U.S. fish and wildlife service and other appropriate agencies, and written documentation from appropriate management agencies that the proposed prospecting activity will not adversely affect such species;      



Generate a report for the permit area (applies if there is disturbance):

Official USFWS Species List- https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/

Montana NHP Species of Concern List- https://mtnhp.org/ 



(f) documentation that habitats of unique or unusually high value to fish and wildlife would not be disturbed; 

      

Note: Sage Grouse Lek information will need to be kept separate and confidential please be sure to attach as a separate pdf file clearly labeled as “Lek Information”.



If the area is within sage grouse habitat, complete a Montana sage grouse habitat consultation (if applicable)- https://sagegrouse.mt.gov/ProposedProject/Instructions



(g) a narrative description of the local topographic and geologic formations, scenic values, and vegetation in the area to be affected;      



(h) a prospecting map that meets the following requirements:

(i) the map must be of sufficient size and scale to adequately show all areas to be prospected. Standard United States geological survey topographic quadrangle maps must be used as base maps, if available;



(ii) whenever prospecting by test hole is proposed, the maps must include proposed locations of test holes. Specific locations for initial prospecting shall be shown by quarter section, section, township, and range. New road construction for drill rig or seismic equipment access must be clearly indicated on the maps. Permanent roads, and roads that are to be abandoned, must be identified;



(iii) each map must contain:

(A) proposed excavations or test pits and disposal areas for excavated earth and waste materials shown by location and size;

(B) locations of streams, lakes, stockwater ponds, wells, and springs that are known or readily discoverable proximate to prospecting operations;

(C) roads and access routes;

(D) location of occupied dwellings and pipelines;

(E) a description and location of historic, topographic, cultural and drainage features;

(F) the location of habitat of species described in (e); and

(G) the name, address, and phone number of surface owners and surface lessees of the land affected; 

Note: Please incorporate this information into a table along with the requirements of ARM 17.24.1001(2)(k).

(H) a certification in the same form required in ARM 17.24.305(2)(b); 

Note: Please be sure to attach any relevant maps as separate pdf files that are clearly labeled and comply with certification requirements listed above as well as at a scale of 1:24,000 or greater per 82-4-226(8)(a), MCA.



(i) a narrative description of the prospecting program including at a minimum: 

(i) a description of the proposed method of prospecting;      



(ii) the type of equipment to be used in the prospecting;      



(iii) the size, depth, and number and location by legal description, of proposed drill holes (refer to map location), the depth(s) of any known subsurface ground water occurring above the deepest projected depth of the prospecting operation, the drilling medium used (air, water, mud, etc.), and the method of containing drilling fluids;      



(iv) a description of the plugging procedures and materials used to comply with the provisions of ARM 17.24.1005(3);      



(v) a discussion of preventive and corrective measures that will be taken to guard against or correct water pollution problems that may develop with streams, lakes, stockwater ponds, wells or springs, and other measures proposed to be followed to protect the environment from adverse impacts;      



(vi) a plan showing earth moving proposed for roads, disposal pits, and drill sites in compliance with ARM 17.24.1006(2) and 17.24.1009; and      



(vii) a drill hole marking technique that provides durable markers and that will allow the department to locate the drill hole for bond release inspection purposes;      



(k) a listing of all surface and subsurface estate owners, their current mailing addresses and phone;      



(l) copies of the documents upon which the applicant bases his or her legal right to prospect for the mineral or minerals on the land affected;      



(m) documentation that the owners of the land affected have been notified and understand that the department must make investigations and inspections necessary to ensure compliance with the Act, applicable rules, and permit conditions;      



(n) an estimated timetable for conducting and completing each phase of prospecting and reclamation;      



(o) the measures to be taken to comply with the performance standards of this subchapter;      



(p) the proposed post-disturbance land use;      



(q) the proposed public notice of the prospecting activities and proof of publication;      



SECTION C – PROSPECTING BONDING



[bookmark: _Hlk128647076]C1.  Bond Requirements

Bond requirements are based upon the cost to DEQ of reclaiming disturbances, should the operator fail to meet the obligations of the permit. The bond requirements for coal and uranium drilling in Montana are determined by the total depth of proposed drill holes, plus an associated fee for total acres of related disturbance. Bonding for projects is generally calculated using the following guidelines: 



Mobilization: $13,000.00

Reclamation cost per linear foot: $11.00

Pad grading/seeding per site (applies to long form only): $1,400.00 (cost per acre)



Additional holes within one site are not allowed unless they are permitted and bonded in advance. Each hole must be identified with its own unique name; this includes additional holes within one site. No Rolling bond.



SECTION D – CERTIFICATION *MUST BE CONSISTENT WITH DESIGNATION OF PERMIT COORDINATOR

Pursuant to 82-4-226(2), MCA, I, the undersigned, hereby certify that the materials and information contained in this application are complete and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.



Signature: 



[bookmark: Text106]Title:       						           



Date:         



Subscribed and sworn to before me, the undersigned, a Notary Public for the State of                                    this                       day of                                        , _________________.        

	



	__________________________________________



	Notary Public for the State of: ____________________

 Residing at: ____________________                                                                    

My Commission expires: ___________________                          

(SEAL) 
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