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TEAL LAWNCARE Landscaping,
spring cleanups, aerating &

powerraking, weekly mowing.
Commerical & residential.

Billings/Laurel Jason 694-5946

LANDSCAPING

/GARDENING

AMERICAN MUSCLE

BRITISH TRADITION

GERMAN PRECISION

ITALIAN INTRIGUE

JAPANESE STYLE

SWEDISH SENSE

Whatever traits you’re looking for in a car,
you’ll find it in the Billings Gazette

Classified Automotive Section

TREES -EVERGREENS -
HEDGES

Pruned, Shaped, Removed
LARNED TREE

406-860-4459 or 406-628-4927
Over 30 years experience.

Mike's Handyman Service
245-7521

Best All Around Handyman In
Town! Doors, Windows, Remod-
eling. Home & Mobile Home
Repairs. Painting, Paneling, Tub
Enclosures, Skirting, Decks, Tile.
Many other Svc! Licensed &
Insured. Business Since 1987
FREE Estimate 10% DISCOUNT
to Senior Citizens

HANDYMAN SERVICES DISCOUNT TREE TRIM
REMOVAL SPECIALIST

Prune/Shape/Limb Removal
Tree Spraying/Weed Control.

Lift truck service, Brush Chipping
Stumps, odd jobs, etc. 252-4677
SPRING SPECIALS • Frontier

Bishop Siding & Remodel. All
interior/exterior remodels. Also of-
fering window & door replacement.
No job too big or too small. 33+
years experience. Exc. ref's. Lic. &
Insured. Contact Tim 406-590-2946

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

Lund Drywall &
Remodeling

New construction, remodels &
repairs. Demolition. Framing,

insulating, drywall, texture, paint,
flooring, tile, trim carpentry, etc.

406-896-8737

DRYWALL/PLASTER

CONTRACTORS

PATIO COVERS!
Composite & wood decks, restora-
tion, staining & sanding. Patio
covers. Soffit & fascia. Windows &
doors. Metal Roofing. Complete
carpenter. Our 17th year. Lic./Ins.
/Reg. Senior discounts. Spoonheim
Building Service – call Chuck
406-690-3219

DECKS & PATIOS

BILLINGS TREE SERVICE
38 Years in Business
Trimming, Removals,

Shrubs, Hedges, 82ft Lift,
Certified Climbers. Stump
grinding, fire prevention &
reclamation-no stump too
big. Hard to get places are

our specialty! Licensed,
Local & Insured.

Free Estimates!
Visit billingstree.com

406-259-5206

TREE SERVICE

Majestic Painters - Locally owned &
operated. Interior & exterior

painting, fence & deck staining &
restorations. Lic. & Insured.

Openings available for the exterior
season. Call John for a free

estimate 406-647-9763

PAINTING CONTRACTORS

Licensed General
Contractor

Remodeling, Additions,
Basements, Baths, Kitchen,

Decks, Doors, Windows,
Finish Carpentry and more.

Call 406-696-4202

TEAL LAWNCARE Now
Scheduling: Spring Cleanups,
Aerating, powerraking, shrub
trimming & weekly mowing.

Billings/Laurel Jason 694-5946

LAWN CARECARPENTRY

/REMODELING

Support Our

Local Businesses

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Want your business

placed below?

Call: 406-657-1212

PLACE YOUR AD
TODAY!
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Marketing IN A

Digital Age
The Billings Gazette can effectively market your business

in a complex media landscape.

In print, online and via mobile technology, it’s easier than ever to get local news and 
information when you want it where you want it.

And we make it easy.
Its all part of a Billings Gazette Communications 
strategic planning that makes your business
accessible on all electronic mediums.

Get it. You need it.

For more information on how we can help 
your business grow, contact your 
Advertising Sales Consultant today.

406.657.1370 or 406.657.1340

North Plains Connector LLC (North Plains) is submitting a Major Facility Siting Act (MFSA) Application to the Montana Department of Environmental Quality

(DEQ) to obtain a Certificate of Compliance for a proposed interregional electrical transmission line extending from Colstrip into North Dakota.

Montana’s MFSA process regulates the siting of large, long-distance transmission line projects by establishing criteria for the avoidance and minimization of

impacts to sensitive built and natural resources, and by establishing a specific centerline approved by the state. The North Plains MFSA Application describes

the transmission facilities associated with the proposed North Plains Connector Project (Project), outlines the purpose of the Project, provides an analysis of

alternative routes, and describes potential environmental impacts associated with the Project.

Project Description

As proposed, the Project extends approximately 420 miles from near Colstrip to two separate end points in North Dakota – one near the town of Center and the

other near St. Anthony. The Project is a bidirectional line to move electricity east or west between the Western and Eastern Interconnections (also referred to as

the eastern and western grids) in response to the growing need for improved reliability and resiliency of the grid.

The Project will consist of the following in Montana:

• Two separate, parallel 500 kV alternating current (AC) lines each extending approximately three miles from the existing Colstrip Substation to a new

AC/direct current (DC) converter station to the east.

• A 172-mile 525 kilovolt (kV) high-voltage direct current (HVDC) transmission line (HVDC Transmission Line) extending east from the new converter

station near Colstrip to the North Dakota state line crossing Rosebud, Custer, and Fallon counties.

The Project will connect the Western Electricity Coordinating Council (WECC) in the western grid with the Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO)

and Southwest Power Pool (SPP) of the eastern grid. The Project will sell transmission capacity without preference towards a particular electricity generation

technology, and capacity rights on the Project may be owned by electric utilities, cooperatives, government entities, corporate energy providers, or independent

generators in the WECC, MISO, or SPP regional power systems.

North Plains currently anticipates a two-year regulatory review process and a construction timeframe of three to four years, placing the facility in service by the

end of 2032.

Purpose of the Project

The US Energy Information Administration (EIA) estimates that electricity consumption in the U.S. will increase by 15 percent by 2050, or an average of 2.6%

growth every five years (EIA, 2023). Other forecasts based on changes in Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) filings in 2023 suggest load growth

as high as 4.7% over the next five years (FERC 714 data, 2023). In addition to increasing demand, at least three primary factors affect the ability of the United

States’ electrical grid to reliably deliver energy to consumers and are hastening the need for significant transmission infrastructure investment. Changes in

public policy are reducing reliable baseload generation, rapid changes in the generation resource portfolio mix are affecting reliability, and increasing frequency

of extreme weather events are impacting system reliability.

This high-capacity, bi-directional connection into regional generation and transmission hubs is intended to improve reliability and resiliency across both

Interconnections by increasing transfer capacity and access to additional generation in new markets, and by providing the ability to shift power quickly and

efficiently to address peak demand or extreme weather events.

Route and Design Details

North Plains has identified a proposed route for the Project based on applicable state regulatory routing criteria, land availability, land use restrictions,

engineering and environmental considerations, technical and reliability considerations, constructability constraints, stakeholder feedback, landowner

preferences, and costs.

The height and span of the transmission line structures will generally consist of monopole steel structures, with a typical height ranging between 130 and 160

feet, and with an average span of 1,200 feet between structures. Some lattice steel structures may be used where required for engineering or topographical

constraints dictate.

The Project crosses approximately 41 miles in Rosebud County, 81 miles in Custer County and 56 miles in Fallon County. Most of the land crossed is in private

ownership, while just under 21 miles in Montana is in federal ownership, including Bureau of Land Management, U.S. Forest Service, and U.S. Department of

Agriculture managed lands. The Project also crosses approximately 14 miles of state lands in Montana.

Environmental Reviews

The Montana Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) is partnering with the US Department of Energy (DOE) to prepare a joint Environmental Impact

Statement (EIS) under both the state’s Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) and the federal National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). That review of the

social, economic and environmental effects of the Project is anticipated to be completed within two years of acceptance of the MFSA Application.

Public Engagement

North Plains has engaged area residents and landowners potentially affected by the project. Through open houses, North Plains shared preliminary routing

analysis and gathered valuable feedback on the various routes. In total, North Plains conducted 12 open house events in Montana between January 2022 and

May 2024.

In addition to numerous meetings with federal, state and local authorities responsible for overseeing environmental regulations and land management

throughout the project area, North Plains has engaged over 20 Tribal governments based on a consideration of Tribal areas of cultural importance, treaty areas,

and trust lands.

Through the joint NEPA/MEPA process, the DOE and DEQ will also solicit public input on the project and will likely conduct public information meetings and/or

hearings on the Draft EIS.

For Further Information

Feel free to contact:

Craig Jones, Montana DEQ, regarding the MFSA, EIS process, and public comment opportunities by telephone at 406-444-0514 or by email

(crajones@mt.gov).

The North Plains Connector team regarding project details and the application by phone (800-856-2973), email (info@northplainsconnector.com), or the North

Plains Connector website (www.northplainsconnector.com).

“Sep 11, 2024, 200874 MNAXLP”
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The O’Fallon Community Choir will start The O’Fallon Community Choir will start 
preparing for their Christmas Concert Sept. 16, preparing for their Christmas Concert Sept. 16, 
at 7 p.m. at the American Lutheran Church.at 7 p.m. at the American Lutheran Church.

If you like to sing, come join the choir If you like to sing, come join the choir 
Monday, Sept. 16. Short practices, good Monday, Sept. 16. Short practices, good 

fellowship and the Joy of Music! fellowship and the Joy of Music! 

Contact Debbi Varner at Contact Debbi Varner at 
406-778-3542 for more information.406-778-3542 for more information.

O’Fallon Community O’Fallon Community 
Choir rehearsalsChoir rehearsals

September 13
Allen Allerdings

Ronald Haar
Sharon Wenz
Briggs Irigoin

Troy Hess
Kira Varner

September 14
Lana Buerkle

Duane Malkuch
Shirley O’Connor

Cody Brown
Melissa Breitbach

Okie Atkins

September 15
Eden Kilsdonk

Maddilynn Knipp

September 16
Leonard Beckers

Jim Huether
Blaine Ness

Brian Rustad
Janice Rustad

Louie Barth
Benjamin LaCroix

September 17
Donald MacKay

Teresa Bruha
John Geving

Bryten Martin
Pryar Packineau

Casper Uecker
Bryce Kramlick

September 18
Steve Baldwin

JaNae Crawford
Zane Beck

September 19
Mary Ann Hecker

Rose Straub
Sarah Schuetz
Kallie Brown
Molly Losing

Emberly Thilmony

Join The Times
 in wishing a 
Happy 

Birthday 
to

Staff Report                                             

The new budget for fiscal 
year 2024-2025 moved for-
ward during the City Council’s 
meeting Wednesday, Sept. 4. 

The City of Baker held a pub-
lic hearing before the regularly 
scheduled meeting in the city/
county building. The final pay 
application by Hardrives Con-
struction for Special Improve-
ment District 36 street project 
was approved unanimously 
Wednesday by the council. 

According to City Clerk/
Treasurer Kevin Dukart, the 
company was just finishing up 
some final parts of the project. 
The final payout will be ap-
proximately $106,000. 

The council also agreed 
unanimously to write off un-
collectible utility charges to 
process for tax lien assessment 
to property. According to Du-

kart, most of the properties in-
volved are vacant lots. 

The city council also passed 
a total of three resolutions. 

Resolution #764 ratified 
the assessments of the main-
tenance costs for Special 
Improvement District  #32, 
Lighting District and fixing 
the electrical costs for the year 
2024-2025. 

Resolution #765 was a reso-
lution designed to ratify the 
assessments of debt service 
costs for Special Improvement 
District #36 and fixing the 
costs for the year 2024-2025. 

Resolution #766 adopted 
the final operation budget and 
set the Mill Levy for the 2024-
2025 fiscal year for the city. 

At the end of the meeting, 
Baker Fire Chief Tom Bruha 
explained that WBI Energy 
was still working on locating 
the source of the smell that has 

been noticed in parts of the 
city for almost a week. “Last 
Thursday, we got called out 
for a gas smell around town. 
WBI is taking care of it and it 
is coming from its vapor plant. 
They have an older tank over 
there. They (WBI) put out a 
public service announcement 
on the radio yesterday (Tues-
day),” he explained. However, 
he also warned that if people 
notice a gas smell around their 
house they should call it in. “If 
you have the smell inside or 
around your house, call MDU 
(Montana-Dakota Utilities). 
That is what they are there 
for.”

City pushes forward on new budget 

‘Writing Montana’ 
workshop to be held at 

Pictograph Cave State Park
Dave Caserio to lead workshop Sept. 21

By Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks

Dave Caserio, local writer and educator, is leading a writing 
workshop at Pictograph Cave State Park on Saturday, Sept. 21, 
from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Pictograph Cave State Park is located 
just outside of Billings at 3401 Coburn Road.

Participants will use observations of the natural world and ex-
plorations of the historical, cultural, and geological background 
of the area to create works in any genre of writing. This is a re-
curring, seasonal workshop for both writers and non-writers. 
The outdoor workshop will include a brief tour of the state park, 
discussion of the writing process, independent exploration and 
writing time, and opportunity to share and discuss pieces.

Caserio has authored multiple books of poetry and has con-
tributed to a variety of anthologies. He works locally in Billings 
and across the region with community outreach organizations.

The workshop will be outside. Participants should dress ap-
propriately for the weather and bring their own writing gear and 
camp chair. Space is limited. To reserve your space, please con-
tact Pictograph Cave State Park at 406-254-7342.
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Grace Bible Church
Pastor Lee Kisman
1075 Main, Forsyth

Sunday Worship 9:30am
(509) 879-5412

Federated Church of
Forsyth, Presbyterian

Church (USA)
1180 Cedar Street, Forsyth
Sunday School 10:30am
Sunday Worship 10:30am

(406) 346-7767

Wesleyan Church -The Point
Pastor Mark Umfleet

148 West Cedar, Forsyth
get2thepoint.church

Sunday Worship: 2nd Sunday of
the month 11am

Wednesday Night: Family Bible
Study 6pm

Flowing River Fellowship
(Assembly of God)
Pastor Dan Sand

280 11th Ave. Forsyth
Sunday Worship Servi ce 10:30am
Tues. Evening Dessert Church 7pm

Wed. Youth Group 6pm
(406) 289-0363

Website: flowingriverfellowship.com

Immaculate Conception,
Catholic Church
Fr. Rob Oswald

509 N. 12th, Forsyth
Sunday Mass 8:30am

(406) 346-9239

United Community Church
Reverend David N. Murchie
408 Water Ave., Colstrip
Sunday Worship 9:30am
Youth Sunday School

during church
59323communitychurch@gmail.com

(406) 748-3001

St. Margaret Mary,
Catholic Church
Fr. Rob Oswald.

320 Water Ave., Colstrip
Sunday Mass 10:30am

Mass 6:15pm -Thurs. 9am
(406) 748-2234

stmargaretmary1@gmail.com

First Baptist Church
Pastor Bill Sikes

1625 Cedar Street, Forsyth
Sunday

9:30am Bible classes all ages
10:45am & 6pm
Wednesday

6pm Children’s Ministry
7pm Youth Group

7:15pm Bible study/prayer
firstbaptistchurchforsyth.com

(406) 346-7704

Life’s Journey
Christian Fellowship
Pastor Casey Kluver

1 Victory Lane, Colstrip
Services Sunday 10am
Youth Group ages 12-18

Sunday Night 6pm
(406) 748-3302

The Lutheran Church,
Missouri Synod

Pastor Blake Marshall
Sunday Services

Mt. Calvary - 430 Olive
Colstrip - 8:30am

Concordia, 310 N. 8th, Forsyth
10:30am

Trinity, 302 Summit, Hysham
5pm

CHURCH DIRECTORYCHURCH DIRECTORYCHURCH DIRECTORYCHURCH DIRECTORY
Your Guide to Local Houses of WorshipYour Guide to Local Houses of WorshipYour Guide to Local Houses of WorshipYour Guide to Local Houses of Worship
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YVONNE REDDING  
ROSEBUD COUNTY 

LIBRARY

Rosebud County Library 
has partnered with For-
syth High School to bring 
Montana Repertory The-
ater back to town again this 
fall. There will be a perfor-
mance for the students and 
a workshop where they can 
learn more about theater. 
We will also have an eve-
ning performance for the 
general public at 5:30 pm 
on September 11th in the 
high school auditorium. 
All are welcome to attend. 
MONSTER + FARMER 
is a retelling of Mary Shel-
ley’s Frankenstein. Step 
into the world of Riley, a 
teenage science whiz living 
on a Montana ranch near 
the Mission Mountains. 
When Riley picks up a copy 
of Mary Shelly’s Franken-
stein, she is inspired to 
craft a DIY creature of her 
own– all chronicled on her 
YouTube channel! Chaos 
ensues and Riley and her 
brother Aiden must min-
imize the chaos (and save 
the cows!), while the world 
watches through their 
smartphones. MONSTER 
+ FARMER is about cre-
ation and connection in an 
increasingly digital world.

The rest of our fall pro-
gramming at Rosebud 
County Library will begin 
on September 16th. We 
have changed the name of 
Tot Time to Library Lit-
tles which will happen 
at 10:00 am every morn-
ing on the main floor of 
the library. Hungry High 
Schoolers will also begin 
on September 16th with a 
meal of mac & cheese with 
chicken nuggets. We are 
adding even more to our 
after-school program on 
early-out Wednesday start-
ing on September 18th. It 
will go from being called 
Lego Club to Wondrous 
Wednesday and we won’t 
just be creative with Legos, 
there will be all kinds of 
crafts every other Wednes-
day as well. On Fridays we 
will have our volunteer lead 
story hours at 10:00 am.

Camille will resume 
“Lego Club” and Amy will 
resume “Story Time”. Lego 
Club is geared to all ele-
mentary age children. This 
includes home schooling 
families. Lego Club will 
be every Monday after-
noon at 4:15pm, unless we 
notify you differently. Amy 
will host two “Story Times” 
Tuesdays at 4:15pm, and 
Wednesday’s at 11:15am. 
The 4:15pm story time is 

geared toward all elemen-
tary age children, including 
homeschooling families. 
The 11:15am story time is 
geared towards pre-school 
age children.

MARY KAY BULLARD  
COLSTRIP BICENTENNIAL 

LIBRARY

Bicentennial Library 
has a Keurig! Coffees are 
1.00. We know this is noth-
ing compared to the local 
coffee shops, but if you are 
in a caffeine pinch, and 
could use a cup of coffee 
or tea. We have some at the 
library.

Bicentennial Library 
subscribes to the Inde-
pendent Press, The Miles 
City Star and the Billings 
Gazette. These subscrip-
tions are fairly expensive, 
so I want to push this ser-
vice. Bicentennial Library 
also has bound copies of 
the Independent Press dat-
ing back to 1977.

The computer sign in 
sheet has been moved to 
the front counter. This will 
help us keep a more accu-
rate count of how many 
people use the public com-
puters. The library has seen 
an increase in public com-
puter use lately, and we 
want to keep track of that, 
so that we can justify new 

computers when we need 
them.

For library card signup 
month, we are doing things 
a bit differently. Along with 
getting a new card, existing 
patrons win prizes by par-
ticipating in “the random 
acts’ activity”, renewing 
their library privileges or 

doing a book review. Bicen-
tennial Library can issue 
library cards to any person 
who is in second grade or 
older. If you are not already 
a Bicentennial Library 
patron, we hope you join 
our library.

New in our book collec-
tion and ready for you to 

read: “Daughters of Olym-
pus” by Hannah Lynn, 
“Any Other Name” by Jodi 
Piccoult, and “Taylor Swift” 
by Vega Sanches.

Rosebud County Library 
and Bicentennial library 
wish to thank you for 
your continuing support, 
patronage, and ideas.

Rosebud County Library News

SHARE YOUR 
PHOTOS!
Help us show off all of 
the great things there are 
to do in our community. 
Photos or feature sugges-
tions can be emailed to 
Independent Press Editor 
Hunter Herbaugh at hher-
baugh@milescitystar.com 
or submitted through 
our website, indepen-
dent-press.com. Photos 
must meet the following 
guidelines:
■ Be appropriate for print,
■ Please provide the 
name of the photogra-
pher so they may receive 
credit,
■ Identify any persons in 
the photo if able,
■ Must have photogra-
pher’s permission to use 
the photo.
The Forsyth Independent 
Press reserves the right to 
reject any photos that do 
not meet these guidelines 
or are found to be inap-
propriate.

The annual meeting 
of the Rosebud Treasure 
Wildlife Association will 
be held on Sunday, Sep-
tember 15th, at 5:30 pm at 
the American Legion Hall 
in Forsyth.

The guest speaker will 
be Frank Szollosi, Presi-
dent of the Montana Wild-
life Federation. 

The meeting is open, 

and everyone is welcome 
to attend.

If you have questions, 
please call Paula Seliski at 
(406) 356-7398.

Rosebud Treasure Wildlife Association holds annual meeting
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For your advertising
needs, contact

Tracy Dey
406-582-2681
tdey@news-mt.com

Custer County

Rosebud
County

Fallon County

M
on
ta
na

So
ut
h
D
ak
ot
a

M
on
ta
na

N
or
th
D
ak
ot
a

£¤12

£¤12

£¤212

UV7

UV39

UV59

UV253

UV336

UV247

UV494

94

Colstrip

Baker

PlevnaMiles City

Forsyth

ID

WY

Montana North Dakota

Canada

Project Overview Map
North Plains Connector Project

0 5 10
Miles

4212¤212¤£¤£212£¤£

Town/City
Existing Colstrip
Substation
Proposed North
Plains Connector
Route
Interstate
State Highway
US Highway
State Boundary
County Boundary

Voter Registration Reminder............
Federal General Election on November 5, 2024

If you have moved, married and changed your name, or divorced and changed
your name recently, you need to update your voter registration before the 2024
Federal General Election. You can register by:
· Stopping by the Clerk & Recorder's office in the Courthouse, or
·Going online to www.sos.mt.gov , click on Elections and Government Services/
My Voter Page and follow the directions.
· Call us at 874-3343 and we will mail a voter registration form to you to complete and
return. This form should be returned to us within 15 days of your completing and signing it.
If you want to check on your current status or request an absentee ballot be
mailed to you, please stop in or call for information at the address/phone number
above or go online to www.sos.mt.gov .
LET'S NOT PUT OFF UNTIL NOVEMBER WHAT CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED TODAY!!
/s/Linda Corbett, Custer County Clerk & Recorder/Election Administrator

When the new Sky-
way Drive bypass route 
opened in Billings this 
spring, it carved a path 
through state trust land, 
creating public access 
to land that was previ-
ously inaccessible for 
general public use. The 
Montana Department of 
Natural Resources and 

Conservation (DNRC) 
currently leases the land 
for grazing, and it is open 
to the public for recre-
ational use for those who 
obtain a conservation 
license. A conservation 
license is required to rec-
reate on state trust lands 
and a portion of the pro-
ceeds benefit Montana 

public schools. 
The trust land section 

is located approximately 
one and a-half miles 
west from the intersec-
tion of Alkali Creek and 
Skyway Drive. Firearm 
use is restricted on the 
site year-round for pub-
lic safety due to the prox-
imity of the road to the 

Billings urban area. The 
site is open to general rec-
reational use and archery 
use.

Signs are posted on the 
parcel to remind users 
that shooting is restricted, 
and the restriction 
appears on the DNRC’s 
closures and restrictions 
map. Negligent firearm 

use that creates an imme-
diate threat to public 
safety, livestock, or pri-
vate property should 
be reported to the local 
sheriff ’s office by call-
ing 9-1-1. Other recre-
ational use violations or 
misuse of state trust lands 
should be reported by 
calling 1-800 TIP-MONT 

(1-800-847-6668) or sub-
mitted online at https://
myfwp.mt.gov/fwpPub/
tipmont.

 For more information, 
including a map, visit: 
New Public Access in Yel-
lowstone County Avail-
able for Recreational Use 
| Firearm Use Prohibited 
(mt.gov).

New public access in Yellowstone County available for recreational use




