
Presenter
Presentation Notes
New Program with focus on SG and SG habitats – got underway in fall 2015

Administratively attached to DNRC, which provides significant support

Overall, MT SG Conservation Strategy is an Governor’s Office initiative







CONSERVATION CONCERNS 

 Habitat Loss, Fragmentation, Invasive Species 

Lack of Regulatory Mechanisms to Address Threats 



MONTANA’S CONSERVATION STRATEGY 
AND 

REGULATORY MECHANISMS 

1. Executive Order 12-2015 
2. Sage Grouse Stewardship  Act, 2015 
3. Private Land Stewardship 

Photo: Lorelle Berkley 
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MT’s Strategy has 3 pillars



MONTANA’S CONSERVATION STRATEGY GOAL: 

 Maintain viable sage grouse populations and 
conserve habitat; and 

 

 Maintain flexibility to manage our own lands, 
our wildlife, and our economy. 

 
 (fulfill commitments so ESA listing never warranted) 

 

Photos: Joel Maes  
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Overall goals 

Goals are shared – do the work we need to keep the bird off the list



GOALS: 
Maintain viable sage 

grouse populations and 
conserve habitat 

 

Maintain flexibility to 
manage our own lands, 

our wildlife, and our 
economy 

Executive Order 
12-2015 

Private Land 
Stewardship 

Sage Grouse 
Stewardship 

Act: 
Grant Fund 
Mitigation 

 

Mitigation 
Market 
Place 



MONTANA’S CONSERVATION STRATEGY 

1. Executive Order 12-2015 
o Mirrors Wyoming 

 

o Establishes State Program 
 

o Establishes Oversight Team (MSGOT) 
 

o Designates key habitat areas  
• “core areas” strategy 

 

o Consultation 
• permitted activities 
• grant programs 
• technical assistance 
• guide activities in designated habitats to achieve goal 

o consult, not regulate 
o mitigate:  avoid, minimize, reclaim, replace or compensate 

 

Photo: Joel Maes  
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Things to emphasize here:
	based on recommendations of GAC – diverse group
	just like WY – has been implementing their Program for almost 8 years; if WY can do it, MT can do it
	Program is statewide and key focus is only on designated habitats
	Core area is 75% of MT’s breeding males; best of the best; mostly private and STL

EO establishes a process where proponents who need a state permit, receive state grant funds, obtain state technical assistance or need a state authorization to do something stop in and work with the SG Habitat Conservation Program – goal is to put a finer point on SG review based on what we know are threats

Spirit is to guide activities in the designated habitats so that projects can move forward but in a way that does not impact SG and SB habitats – NOT stop everything
	economic activity and SG conservation are not mutually exclusive, 
	proactive in project design, location
	thoughtful development
	
Mitigation is important part of the give and take of having economic activity and SG conservation

Approach:  
	first – avoid direct and indirect impacts
	minimize impacts
	reclaim or restore disturbed areas
		e.g. buried pipeline
	compensate or replace
		if permanent loss of habitat
		serious and expensive …. Don’t ever want to get to this stage of mitigation 



Core Areas Strategy:  Focus on Designated Habitats 

Montana Executive Order 
• Core Areas 
• General Habitats 

BLM and USFS 
• habitat designations 

per plans / amendments  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Core area strategy focuses on designated habitats

Gray is historic distribution – see how SG range has contracted
	SG in best shape in MT and WY – strong hold
	not so much in other western states

MT core areas in blue – areas most important for MT’s success

MT general habitat in green -- important



Maintain viable sage 
grouse populations and 

conserve habitat 
 

Maintain flexibility to 
manage our own lands, 

our wildlife, and our 
economy. 

Executive 
Order 

Private Land 
Stewardship 

Sage Grouse 
Stewardship 

Act: 
Grant Fund 
Mitigation 

Mitigation 
Market 
Place 



MONTANA’S CONSERVATION STRATEGY 
 

2. Greater Sage Grouse Stewardship Act (2015) 
o Stewardship Fund Grant Program 

• Fund conservation efforts to benefit sage grouse & habitat 
• Create conservation credits to sell (market place - offset impacts) 
• Oversight Team decides 

 

o Mitigation Framework 
• Address impacts of habitat loss, fragmentation 
• Avoid, minimize, restore, replace or compensate 
• Market Place 

o conservation bank (or)  
o habitat exchange 

• Oversight Team approves 
 

Photo: Joel Maas  



GOALS: 
Maintain viable sage 

grouse populations and 
conserve habitat 

 

Maintain flexibility to 
manage our own lands, 

our wildlife, and our 
economy. 

Executive 
Order 

12-2015 

Private Land 
Stewardship 

Sage Grouse 
Stewardship 

Act: 
Grant Fund 
Mitigation 

 

Mitigation 
Market 
Place 



Consultation Process 



 Executive Order 
Consultation 

• Does the EO apply? 
o Where is the project? 

• Activity within EO Habitat 
o Does it require a state permit, 

involve a state grant, require 
technical assistance or a state 
authorization? 
 

• Is the activity exempted? 
o Executive Order 12-2015, Att. F 

• e.g. certain agricultural 
activities  (see list) 

o MSGOT 
• All activities within 

incorporated municipal 
boundaries 

• Certain DEQ permits 
• Certain DLI permits and 

licenses 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Photo: Richard Prodgers  
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Questions for Proponent.  Do I need to submit?





Current Web Site 



15 

Executive Order: 
Projects Review 



New Web Site 



New Website Coming April 7th! 

https://sagegrouse.mt.gov 



ePass Account for Secure Log In 
Need to Create a New Account 



(Still in Development) 

• Login, upper right corner 
• Projects, map on right  



After Log In: 
Read Instructions, Work Through Steps 1-6 



Step 2 Basics:   
• enter information 
• save OR save & continue 



Step 3 Disturbances:  
 draw or upload spatial data  

Use  
Tools 
Here 

Toggle 
Map 
Layers 
Here 

Upload 
GIS File 
Here 



In Development:   
preliminary results, maps 

Note map features:  preliminary disturbance, lek NSO, habitat classifications 



Steps 4-6 

• Step 4:  Questionnaire 
– answer questions about the project 
 

• Step 5:  Attachments 
– Upload documents  
– [spatial data is uploaded in Step 3 Disturbances] 

 
• Step 6:  Review & Submit 

– can save and come back later or submit 
– Preliminary results available online (letter later) 



Proponent Receives  
Confirmation Email 



Sage Grouse Program’s Consistency 
Review 

• Review Project Proposal 
– Does the Executive Order apply? 
– Activity?  
– New surface disturbance or activity? 
– Where? 
– When would it occur? 
  

• If General or Connectivity Habitat   
– Executive Order  
– General Guidelines 

• Industry Specific Stipulations 
 

• If Core Habitat 
– Executive Order  
– General Guidelines 

• Industry Specific Stipulations 
– Density Disturbance Calculation Tool 

 
• Is mitigation required? 
•   

 

Coordinate with other 
Agencies:     
• BLM 
• USFS 
• DNRC State Trust Lands 
• NRCS 
• MT Board of Oil & Gas 
• State agencies 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
How does the Program do its work?

Some projects involve land management agencies
	e.g. cross STL and need a land use license 
	BLM land use plans for core areas point back to the Program to assist in SG review




 Consultation 
Tips and Hints  • Interagency pre-meetings 

helpful 
o exchange information 
o identify issues, concerns early 
o multiple resources involved 
o “one-stop shop” 
 

• Provide complete 
information 
o development footprint 
o other cooperating entities 

 
• Allow sufficient time, but 

don’t speculate 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo: Richard Prodgers  
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Questions for Proponent.  Do I need to submit?





  “All Hands, All Lands, All Threats” 
 work collaboratively across all lands  
 develop where least impacts 
  

 Keep working landscapes working 
 

 Respect private property rights, valid rights, 
existing uses 
 

 Be proactive 
 base decisions and policies in science 
 

     SHARED GOAL:  NO NEED TO LIST IN THE FUTURE   
 

MONTANA’S GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

Photo: Joel Maes 

Presenter
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Guiding principles embedded in Executive Order, Sage Grouse Stewardship Act, and Program implementation



Questions? 

Photo: Joel Maes  
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