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Multifamily Energy Retrofit Loan (MERL) Program
Interest Form
Introduction
The Multifamily Energy Retrofit Loan (MERL) program has been established to finance energy efficiency improvements in multifamily affordable housing† facilities. This document is intended to provide the State with project information and to provide potential applicants additional information regarding the federal and state requirements of the program. 
Contact Information 
Contact Name: Click or tap here to enter text.
Contact Email: Click or tap here to enter text.
Contact Phone Number: Click or tap here to enter text.
Project Information
Project Address: Click or tap here to enter text.
Type of Facility (apartment, duplex, condo, row, etc.): Click or tap here to enter text.
Number of Units: Click or tap here to enter text.
Year Facility was Built: Click or tap here to enter text.
Will there be any trees removed or trimmed in association with the energy project?*     ☐ Yes   ☐ No   
Will there be any ground disturbance associated with the energy project?*     ☐ Yes   ☐ No    
*If the answer to either of these questions is “yes”, please note the project will be subject to additional National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review. 
Ownership:
☐ Private             Percentage of Ownership: Click or tap here to enter text.
☐ Public               Percentage of Ownership: Click or tap here to enter text.
Funding for this program comes from the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) and has federal requirements including Build America, Buy America (BABA) provision. Projects that are publicly owned are subject to BABA requirements. For more information regarding BABA, please visit:  https://www.energy.gov/management/build-america-buy-america. 
Has an asbestos inspection been completed at the facility?     ☐ Yes   ☐ No    
If yes, date of inspection: Click or tap here to enter text.
DEQ Accreditation Number: Click or tap here to enter text.

List the anticipated energy needs/upgrades for the facility (submit additional pages as needed): 
Click or tap here to enter text.











Estimated Loan Request (between $100,000 - $1,000,000): Click or tap here to enter text.
List any pending or received funding amounts including grants, loans, tax credits, rebates, etc.: 
Click or tap here to enter text.



Audit & Auditor Requirements
Measures financed through the MERL program must be recommended via a qualifying energy audit, and an audit must be completed before applying for the MERL program. Applicants are required to use an auditor on DEQ’s pre-qualified list, or an auditor with the same credentials as DEQ’s pre-qualified list. To read more about audit requirements, please review the Energy Audit and Retrofit Requirements and Guidance posted on DEQ’s website. Please note, if your application results in a loan for a project, audit costs may be rolled into the loan. The costs of an audit that does not result in a project funded by the MERL program are ineligible to be reimbursed by DEQ. 
Has an energy audit been completed on the facility in the last 12 months?     ☐ Yes   ☐ No   
If yes, date of audit: Click or tap here to enter text.
Auditor Contact Information
Name: Click or tap here to enter text.
Company: Click or tap here to enter text.
Phone: Click or tap here to enter text.
E-mail: Click or tap here to enter text.
Prevailing Wage
Do you have experience managing a project with prevailing wage requirements?     ☐ Yes   ☐ No   
All MERL projects are subject to federal Davis-Bacon Act provisions. Loan recipients will be required to utilize LCPTracker to track and ensure compliance with prevailing wage laws, complete required training, and upload payroll into the tracking system. For more information regarding Davis Bacon, please visit: https://www.energy.gov/infrastructure/davis-bacon-act. 
Acknowledgement & Signature  
☐ By checking this box, you acknowledge the requirement for a qualified energy audit and understand your project will be subject to the Montana Asbestos Control Act, the Davis Bacon Act, the National Environmental Policy Act, and may be subject to Build America, Buy America. 
                                         Click or tap here to enter text.                                                                               
Signature								Date

Click or tap here to enter text.                                                           Click or tap here to enter text.
Print Name 								Date
Contact Information & Form Submittal
For more information or questions, please contact:
Meranda Bass
Phone: 406-444-6586
E-mail: msikes@mt.gov 

Please submit this form via email to Meranda Bass at the email linked above. You will receive confirmation of form submittal and DEQ staff will be in contact to schedule an introductory meeting. Interest forms will be reviewed upon submittal. 

†Multifamily means a property with four or more units that are intended for residential use. The units may be attached, detached, semi-detached, or row houses. The facility must be designated as, or the occupants must be recipients of at least one of the following: Section 8, Public Housing, Low-Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC), HOME Investment Partnerships Program, 50% or more occupants participate in the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program, 50% or more occupants participate in the Weatherization Assistance Program, 50% or more occupants receive SNAP, TANF, or SSI benefits, other programs may qualify upon review.
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