
Petroleum Tank Release 
Compensation Board

Meeting

September 15, 2025



Zoom Controls
• To mute or unmute – use *6 on telephone or 

• Go to participant list in Zoom, right click on yourself 
and choose “unmute”

• You must rename yourself in the participants list, so that 
there is a sign-in record for this meeting.  
• Right click on your phone number/cb name/etc. and 

choose “rename”.  Please type in your first and last name 
when you do this.

• To be recognized by Presiding Officer, click the “Reactions 
Icon” and choose the “raise hand” button.  This is part of 
your Zoom window controls, usually at the top or bottom of 
your Zoom call window.



Approval of Minutes 
ACTION ITEM

September 15, 2025

•Questions / Comments?

June 16, 2025, Board Meeting



Reimbursement Percentage Dispute
Montana City Store, Fac #2201822

Releases #2709 and #206

ACTION ITEM
September 15, 2025

•Questions / Comments?

Reapplication (HB 189) of Release Eligibility for 
Rel #2709, Montana City Store – Recommended 
Eligible
Percentage Reimbursement Adjustment, Rel #2709
Due to violations – Board considerations
Percentage Reimbursement Adjustment, Rel #206,
Due to violations – Board considerations



Approval of Final Adoption Notice
Rule Package MAR 2025-195.2

ACTION ITEM
September 15, 2025

•Questions / Comments?

• A public hearing was conducted on August 18th as 
indicated by the presiding officer report and transcript 
included in the packet. 

• No comments were received in writing during public 
comment period or live during the public hearing.

• For the rule package to continue on to promulgation 
in the law, the package is presented to the Board for 
their approval of the Final Adoption Notice.



ELIGIBILITY  RATIFICATION

ACTION ITEM
September 15, 2025

Staff Recommendation 
Date -Eligibility 
Determination 

DEQ Rel #

Release Year

Facility ID #Site NameLocation

Reviewed 8/8/25.

Recommended Eligible.

6697

March 2025

0032592

TID 32592

Jitter BugsBox Elder

Reviewed 8/27/25.

Recommended Eligible.

6694

April 2025

1613115

TID 21812

Blue Basket #4Bozeman

Reviewed 8/27/25.

Recommended Eligible.

6705

May 2025

0907081

TID 19460

Town Pump of 
Miles City

Miles City

Reviewed 8/27/25.

Recommended Eligible with 
0% Reimbursement.

2709

Oct 1988

2201822

TID 22494

Montana City 
Store

Montana City



WEEKLY CLAIMS FOR REIMBURSEMENTS

ACTION ITEM
September 15, 2025

WEEKLY CLAIM REIMBURSEMENTS
September 15, 2025, BOARD MEETING

Funds ReimbursedNumber of ClaimsWeek of
$200,812.76236-4-25
$131,951.45196-18-25
$31,376.66116-25-25
$116,894.35127-9-25
$71,361.05127-23-25
$57,083.19128-6-25
$172,231.58178-13-25
$72,224.93 198-27-25
$853,935.97125Total



DENIED CLAIMS FOR REIMBURSEMENTS

ACTION ITEM
September 15, 2025

Denied Claims
Five (5) claims are being denied 

Denied Claims
June 16, 2025 - Board Meeting

Reason DeniedClaim ID
Cost claimed and paid on previous claim 20200724E.20240528J

Costs claimed for incorrect work plan20250410C

Costs submitted exceeded approved budgets.20250407A

Costs submitted exceeded Cost standards.20231218J

Claim withdrawn at consultant’s request.20250527B



CLAIMS OVER $25,000
ACTION ITEM

September 15, 2025

**Estimated 
Reimbursement

Co-payPenaltyAdjustmentsClaimed 
Amount

Claim#Facility-
Release 

ID#

Facility Name 
Location

$22,664.09$17,500-0--0-$40,164.0920250804A704618
6619

Gasamat 564
Great Falls

$22,664.09$17,500-0--0-$40,164.09Total

* In accordance with Board delegation of authority to the Executive Director signed on December 8, 2003, the Board 
staff will review the claims for the Board.  If the dollar amount of the claim is $25,000.00 or greater, the claim must be 
approved and ratified by the Board at a regularly scheduled meeting before reimbursement can be made. 

**In the event that other non-Board claims are paid in the period between preparation for this Board meeting and 
payment of the claim listed above, the amount of co-payment remaining may differ from that projected at this time, 
which may change the estimated reimbursement.



DISCUSSION ITEM
September 15, 2025

Horizon Resources-Former Farmer’s 
Union Oil, Fairview

Release 3606
WP 716834989

Release expected to exceed $100K in costs.

Release Response Threshold Discussion



Proposed Meeting Dates for 2026
DISCUSSION ITEM

September 15, 2025

THE PROPOSED MEETING DATES BELOW AND THE ANNUAL ELECTION OF PRESIDING OFFICERS WILL BE ACTION ITEMS
AT THE NOVEMBER 10, 2025, MEETING.



Legal Report
REPORT ITEM

September 15, 2025

• Other 
 

o Cascade Cnty v. Mont. Petroleum Tank Release Comp. Bd., DA 24-0362 (Mont. Supreme 
Ct.): The Montana Supreme Court’s order in this matter was conveyed by then Board 
Attorney, Terisa Oomens, to the Board as indicated in italics below.  The order was 
remanded back to the Lewis & Clark District Court which received that order in June of 
2025 and no further action has been taken as of August 21, 2025. 
 

o The Montana Supreme Court had stated that the Board had previously not denied or 
approved the costs, as the Board had stated that the costs could not be approved or 
denied until they were sorted into the releases. The Montana Supreme Court wanted the 
Board to either deny or approve the costs.  

 
o There has been no further communication between Mr. Chestnut of Ziontz Chestnut LLP, 

Attorneys at Law, and the Board’s attorney or Executive Director.  This is regarding 
claims filed with the Board seeking reimbursement for the Northern Cheyenne Tribe for 
costs that have already been covered by a federal grant from EPA. 

 



REPORT ITEM
September 15, 2025Fiscal Report

STIP = Short Term Investment Portfolio
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Board Staff Report REPORT ITEM
September 15, 2025

Activity Report through July FY26
StatusReporting Category

$7,598,487.20Amount of Fund balance in Petroleum Tank Release Cleanup Fund

$8,987,149.65Portion of the Fund balance that is allocated or encumbered
Encumbrance is based on DEQ requesting and approving Work Plans and Board staff setting aside money for 
those WPs through an “obligation” process.

Timeliness of Board Payments for completed corrective action plans
Reimbursement for corrective action plans is through the claim process.

30 daysAverage processing days for non-suspended claims since 1989

39 daysAverage processing days for non-suspended claims in past 12 months



Board Staff Report REPORT ITEM
September 15, 2025

Eligibility Graph
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Board Staff Report REPORT ITEM
September 15, 2025



PTCS 
Report

REPORT ITEM
September 15, 2025



WPs Over $100,000
Circle K Store 2746272, 

Havre
Facility #21-08068, Rel #3537 & 

#5212
WP #716835042 and #35043, trap 

and treat, operation of SVE, free 
product recovery, GWM, vapor 
sampling and reporting.

Estimated Costs $164,070.65

REPORT ITEM
September 15, 2025



WPs Over $100,000

Union Oil Co, Circle
Facility #29-06376, Rel #3689 & 

#3803
WP #716835040 & #35041, AS/SVE, 

GWM, landfarm assessment and 
sampling

Estimated Costs $109,914.47

REPORT ITEM
September 15, 2025



WPs Over $100,000
Former Flying J Travel Plaza, 

Miles City
Facility #09-08661, Rel #4365
WP #716835009, In-situ treatment 

with BOS 200 injections and others, 
sampling, reporting

Estimated Costs $134,060.50

REPORT ITEM
September 15, 2025



WPs Over $100,000

MDT Nashua UST Facility
Facility #60-15325, Rel #5285
WP #716835074, Excavation, 

disposal, borings and well install, 
GWM, propose work to bring to 
closure

Estimated Costs $186,298.36

REPORT ITEM
September 15, 2025



WPs Over $100,000
MDOT Swan Lake Site
Facility #24-08739, Rel #6494
WP #716835076, Excavation, ORC, 

landfarming, well replacement, soil 
and GWM

Estimated Costs $119,452.22

REPORT ITEM
September 15, 2025



Public Forum



Next Scheduled Board Meeting

November 10, 2025
Meeting Place Colonial 

Building – DEQ 2nd Floor in 
Wilderness Room


