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[bookmark: _Toc196305900][bookmark: _Toc229729675]OVERVIEW OF PROPOSED ACTION
[bookmark: _Toc196305901][bookmark: _Toc229729676]Authorizing Action
[bookmark: _Toc63946610]Pursuant to the Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA), Montana agencies are required to prepare an environmental review for state actions that may have an impact on the Montana environment. The Proposed Action is a state action that may have an impact on the Montana environment; therefore, the Montana Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) must prepare an environmental review. This EA will examine the proposed action and alternatives to the proposed action and disclose potential and proximate impacts that may result from the proposed and alternative actions. DEQ will determine the need for additional environmental review based on consideration of the criteria set forth in Administrative Rules of Montana (ARM) 17.4.608.

[bookmark: _Toc196305902][bookmark: _Toc229729677]Description of DEQ Regulatory Oversight
[bookmark: _Toc138411183][bookmark: _Toc138411325][bookmark: _Toc138412010][bookmark: _Toc138413342]DEQ implements the Clean Air Act of Montana, overseeing the development of Affordable Funeral & Cremation Services (AFCS) and associated facilities. DEQ has authority to analyze impacts to the environment as a result of installing and operating an animal remains incinerator/crematorium.

[bookmark: _Toc138411184][bookmark: _Toc138411326][bookmark: _Toc196305903][bookmark: _Toc229729678]Proposed Action
[bookmark: _Hlk77592100]AFCS has applied for a Montana Air Quality Permit (MAQP) under the Clean Air Act of Montana, § 75-2-101, et. seq, to construct 1.5 million British thermal unit (MMBtu) propane-fired animal remains incinerator. The project subject to the proposed action would be located on private land, in Dillon, Montana. All information included in this EA is derived from the permit application, discussions with the applicant, analysis of aerial photography, topographic maps, and other research tools.

[bookmark: _Toc63946614]Table 1. Summary of Proposed Action 
	[bookmark: _Hlk5284259]General Overview
	AFCS plans to install and operate one (1) 1.5 million British thermal unit per hour (MMBtu/hr) propane-fired incinerator with a maximum rated charge capacity of 200 pounds per hour (lb/hr) in an existing facility. 

	Duration and Hours of Operation
	Construction: Installation of the unit is not expected to last more than 2 to 4 weeks.
Operation: The unit is expected to operate 8 hours a day, 5 days a week, 52 weeks a year. 

	Estimated Disturbance 
	There would be no new disturbances associated with the proposed project. 

	Construction Equipment
	Construction equipment may include but is not limited to delivery vehicles and forklifts. 

	Personnel Onsite
	Construction: 2 to 10, depending on instillation scheduling with contractors.
Operation: 2 full time, existing employees.

	Location and Analysis Area
	Location: 1548 MT Hwy 278, Dillon, MT 59725
Analysis Area: The area being analyzed as part of this environmental review includes the immediate project area (Figure 1), as well as neighboring lands surrounding the analysis area, as reasonably appropriate for the impacts being considered. 



Table 2. The applicant is required to comply with all applicable local, county, state, and federal requirements pertaining to the following resource areas.
	Air Quality
	
AFCS plans to install and operate one (1) 1.5 MMBtu/hr propane-fired incinerator with a maximum rated charge capacity of 200 lb/hr


	Water Quality
	The proposed project would not affect water quality.

	Erosion Control and Sediment Transport
	The proposed project would be constructed inside an existing building structure, with no anticipated disturbances outside of the facility. 

	Solid Waste
	Solid waste may be generated as a result of the proposed project. Any solid waste would be transported to the local sanitary landfill for disposal. 

	Cultural Resources
	The proposed project would not have an impact on any cultural resources.

	Hazardous Substances
	The proposed project is not expected to produce any hazardous substances. If hazardous substances are present, proper handing would be required. 

	Reclamation
	The proposed project would be constructed inside an already existing facility 


Table 3. Cumulative Impacts
	Past Actions
	This is a new regulated source. 

	Present Actions
	
AFCS plans to install and operate one (1), 1.5 MMBtu/hr propane-fired incinerator with a maximum rated charge capacity of 200 lb/hr in an already existing facility.


	Related Future Actions
	No future actions have been identified. 



[bookmark: _Toc63946612][bookmark: _Toc138411185][bookmark: _Toc138411327][bookmark: _Toc196305904][bookmark: _Toc229729679]Purpose, Need, and Benefits
[bookmark: _Toc138411186][bookmark: _Toc138411328][bookmark: _Toc138412013][bookmark: _Toc138413345]DEQ's purpose in conducting this environmental review is to act upon AFCS’s application for an MAQP to install and operate an animal remains incinerator/crematorium. DEQ’s action on the permit application is governed by § 75-2-201, et seq., Montana Code Annotated (MCA) and the Administrative Rules of Montana (ARM) 17.8.740, et seq.

[bookmark: _Toc138411187][bookmark: _Toc138411329][bookmark: _Toc138412014][bookmark: _Toc138413346]The applicant’s purpose and need, as expressed to DEQ in seeking this action, is to install and operate an animal remains incinerator/crematorium. 
[bookmark: _Toc63946615][bookmark: _Toc138411188][bookmark: _Toc138411330][bookmark: _Toc138412015]Figure 1. General Location of the Proposed Project
[bookmark: _Toc63946616][image: Aerial View of immediat project area]

[bookmark: _Hlk138410551][bookmark: _Toc138411189][bookmark: _Toc138411331][bookmark: _Toc196305905][bookmark: _Toc229729680]Other Governmental Agencies and Programs with Jurisdiction
The proposed action would be located on developed, residential land. All applicable local, state, and federal rules must be adhered to, which may include other local, state, federal, or tribal agency jurisdiction. Other governmental agencies which may have overlapped, or additional jurisdiction include but may not be limited to: Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services, Montana Board of Funeral Service – Department of Labor, and Beaverhead County Sanitarian.





[bookmark: _Toc138411190][bookmark: _Toc138411332][bookmark: _Toc196305906][bookmark: _Toc229729681]EVALUATION OF AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT AND IMPACT BY RESOURCE
The impact analysis will identify and evaluate the proximate direct and secondary impacts TO THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT AND POPULATION IN THE AREA TO BE AFFECTED BY THE PROPOSED PROJECT. Direct impacts occur at the same time and place as the action that causes the impact. Secondary impacts are a further impact to Montana’s environment that may be stimulated, induced by, or otherwise result from a direct impact of the action (ARM 17.4.603(18)). Where impacts would occur, the impacts will be described in this analysis. When the analysis discloses environmental impacts, these are proximate impacts pursuant to 75-1-201(1)(b)(iv)(A), MCA. 

Cumulative impacts are the collective impacts on Montana’s environment within the borders of Montana of the Proposed Action when considered in conjunction with other past and present actions related to the Proposed Action by location and generic type. Related future actions must also be considered when these actions are under concurrent consideration by any state agency through pre-impact statement studies, separate impact statement evaluation, or permit processing procedures (ARM 17.4.603(7)). The project identified in Table 1 was analyzed as part of the cumulative impacts assessment for each resource subject to review, pursuant to MEPA (75-1-101, et. seq).

The duration of the proposed action is quantified as follows:
· [bookmark: _Hlk26532472][bookmark: _Hlk185236972]Construction Impacts (short-term): These are impacts to the environment that would occur during the construction period, including the specific range of time.

· Operation Impacts (long-term): These are impacts to the environment during the operational period of the proposed action, including the anticipated range of operational time.

The intensity of the impacts is measured using the following:

· No impact: There would be no change from current conditions.

· Negligible: An adverse or beneficial effect would occur but would be at the lowest levels of detection.

· Minor: The effect would be noticeable but would be relatively small and would not affect the function or integrity of the resource.

· Moderate: The effect would be easily identifiable and would change the function or integrity of the resource.

· Major: The effect would alter the resource.




1. [bookmark: _Toc63946617][bookmark: _Toc138411192][bookmark: _Toc138411334][bookmark: _Toc196305907][bookmark: _Toc229729682][bookmark: _Hlk200372729][bookmark: _Hlk26531189][bookmark: _Hlk80624903]Geology and Soil Quality, Stability and Moisture
[bookmark: _Hlk185234861]This section includes the following resource areas, as required in ARM 17.4.609: Geology; Soil Quality, Stability, and Moisture

Affected Environment

AFCS plans to install and operate one (1), 1.5 million British thermal unit per hour (MMBtu/hr) propane-fired incinerator with a maximum rated charge capacity of 200 pounds per hour (lb/hr) in an existing facility.

The geology of Beaverhead County, Montana, is characterized by a mix of ancient Precambrian basement rock, Paleozoic limestone (Madison Group), and extensive Tertiary volcanic activity. Soil characteristics include deep, well-drained loamy soils on slopes and coarser, granitic soils in upland areas. 

[bookmark: _Hlk199946382][bookmark: _Hlk138413849]Direct Impacts
Proposed Action: No direct construction or operational impacts are expected as a result of the proposed action because there are no new land disturbances associated with the proposed action during construction or operation of the facility. 

Secondary Impacts
Proposed Action: No secondary construction or operational impacts are expected as a result of the proposed action because there are no new land disturbances associated with the proposed action during construction or operation of the facility.

Cumulative Impacts
Proposed Action: No cumulative impacts are expected as a result of the proposed action are anticipated as no direct or secondary impacts were identified.

2. [bookmark: _Toc63946618][bookmark: _Toc138411193][bookmark: _Toc138411335][bookmark: _Toc196305908][bookmark: _Toc229729683]Water Quality, Quantity, And Distribution
[bookmark: _Hlk185234902]This section includes the following resource areas, as required in ARM 17.4.609: Water Quality, Quantity and Distribution

[bookmark: _Hlk185236395]Affected Environment

AFCS plans to install and operate one (1), 1.5 MMBtu/hr propane-fired incinerator with a maximum rated charge capacity of 200 lb/hr in an already existing facility.

The nearest source of surface water is located approximately 400 feet west of the facility. The surface water appears to be a seasonal flowage. 

Direct Impacts 
Proposed Action: No direct construction or operational impacts to water quality, quantity, and distribution are expected with the proposed project because the project does not include the use of water as part of constructing or operating the incinerator. 

Secondary Impacts 
Proposed Action: No secondary construction or operational impacts to water quality, quantity, and distribution are expected with the proposed project. As described in Project Action, Table 1. Summary of Proposed Action, the project does not include the use of water as part of constructing or regular operations of the incinerator.

Cumulative Impacts
Proposed Action: No cumulative impacts to water quality, quantity, and distribution are anticipated since no direct impacts or secondary impacts were identified.

3. [bookmark: _Toc196305909][bookmark: _Toc229729684]Air Quality
This section includes the following resource areas, as required in ARM 17.4.609: Air Quality
[bookmark: _Hlk185236454]
Affected Environment

AFCS plans to install and operate one (1), 1.5 MMBtu/hr propane-fired incinerator with a maximum rated charge capacity of 200 lb/hr in an already existing facility.

This facility is located in Section 33, Township 7 South, Range 9 West, in Beaverhead County which is classified as an attainment/unclassifiable airshed.

Applicants are required to comply with all laws relating to air, such as the Federal Clean Air Act, NAAQS set by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and the Clean Air Act of Montana.

In addition, MAQP# 5350-00 provides legally enforceable conditions regarding the emitting units themselves, pollution controls, and requires the applicant to take reasonable precautions to limit fugitive dust from this location.

Direct Impacts
Proposed Action: Minor, short-term impacts would be expected during the installation of the incinerator unit. Possible impacts include fugitive emissions in the form of particulate matter as a result of delivery vehicles and contractor vehicles. 

Minor, long-term operational impacts to air quality are expected as a result of the proposed action. The incinerator unit would be used to cremate animal remains and associated containers. Emissions from the operation of the incinerator are listed in Section 3 – Emissions Inventory of the Permit Analysis Section of MAQP #5350-00.

Secondary Impacts
Proposed Action: Secondary construction and operational impacts from the proposed project are expected to be negligible and short-term. Emissions would not be expected to cause or contribute to a violation of health and welfare-based primary and secondary NAAQS. Secondary NAAQS provide public welfare protection, including protection against decreased visibility and damage to animals, crops, vegetation, and buildings. See the permit analysis of MAQP #5350-00, for more detailed information regarding air quality impacts. Any adverse impacts would be long term and minor. No beneficial secondary impacts would be expected because of the proposed project.

Cumulative Impacts
Proposed Action: Enforceable conditions and limits contained in the MAQP would limit emissions; therefore, any expected cumulative air quality impacts from the project would be minor and short-term. Beaverhead County and the surrounding area has other minor stationary sources that contribute to the overall air quality in Beaverhead County, Montana. The cumulative impacts of these other emitters and the proposed action would not be expected to have an adverse impact to air quality.

4. [bookmark: _Toc63946620][bookmark: _Toc138411195][bookmark: _Toc138411337][bookmark: _Toc196305910][bookmark: _Toc229729685]Vegetation Cover, Quantity, and Quality
[bookmark: _Hlk185234985]This section includes the following resource areas, as required in ARM 17.4.609: Vegetation Cover, Quantity and Quality
[bookmark: _Hlk185236505]
Affected Environment

AFCS plans to install and operate one (1), 1.5 MMBtu/hr propane-fired incinerator with a maximum rated charge capacity of 200 pounds per hour (lb/hr) in an already existing facility.

The area surrounding the facility is considered prairie with rolling hills. Vegetative cover includes wild grasses, bushes, and intermittent farmlands.  

Direct Impacts
Proposed Action: No direct construction or operational impacts are expected as a result of the proposed project. The incinerator would be installed in an already existing facility with no new disturbances. 

Secondary Impacts
Proposed Action: No secondary construction or operational impacts are expected as a result of the proposed project. The incinerator would be installed in an already existing facility with no new disturbances.

Cumulative Impacts
Proposed Action: No cumulative construction or operational impacts are anticipated since no direct impacts or secondary impacts were identified.

5. [bookmark: _Toc63946621][bookmark: _Toc138411196][bookmark: _Toc138411338][bookmark: _Toc196305911][bookmark: _Toc229729686]Terrestrial, Avian, and Aquatic Life and Habitats
[bookmark: _Hlk185235009]This section includes the following resource areas, as required in ARM 17.4.609: Terrestrial and Aquatic Life and Habitats; Unique, Endangered, Fragile, or Limited Environmental Resources
 
[bookmark: _Hlk185236528]Affected Environment 

AFCS plans to install and operate one (1), 1.5 MMBtu/hr propane-fired incinerator with a maximum rated charge capacity of 200 lb/hr in an already existing facility. 

Direct Impacts
Proposed Action: No direct construction or operational impacts to terrestrial, avian, or aquatic life because the proposed action would be located inside an existing facility that would not impact any terrestrial, avian, or aquatic life and habitats.

Secondary Impacts
Proposed Action: No secondary construction or operational impacts to terrestrial, avian, or aquatic life because the proposed action would not have any new outside disturbances.

Cumulative Impacts
Proposed Action: No cumulative construction or operational impacts to terrestrial, avian, or aquatic life are anticipated since no direct impacts or secondary impacts were identified.

6. [bookmark: _Toc229729687]Unique, Endangered, Fragile, or Limited Environmental Resources
This section includes the following resource areas, as required in ARM 17.4.609: Unique, Endangered, Fragile, or Limited Environmental Resources.

Affected Environment 

AFCS plans to install and operate one (1), 1.5 MMBtu/hr propane-fired incinerator with a maximum rated charge capacity of 200 lb/hr in an already existing facility.   

DEQ conducted research using the Montana Natural Heritage Program (MTNHP) website and ran a query titled “Environmental Summary Report” dated March 13, 2026, which identified the following plant Potential Species of Concern (SOC) located in or near the affected facility:

Amphibians – Great Plains Toad

Birds –Lewis's Woodpecker, Black-crowned Night Heron, American Bittern, Veery, Black Tern, Black-billed Cuckoo, Harlequin Duck, Pileated Woodpecker, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Whooping Crane

Fish – Burbot

Invertebrates – Suckley's Cuckoo Bumble Bee, Western Bumble Bee, Monarch

Mammals –Fringed Myotis, Little Brown Myotis, Northern Hoary Bat, Long-legged Myotis, Long-eared Myotis, Silver-haired Bat, Columbia Plateau Pocket Mouse, Merriam's Shrew, Canada Lynx, Grizzly Bear, Wolverine

Vascular Plants – Mealy Primrose, Flatleaf Bladderwort, Beaked Spikerush, Ute Ladies'-tresses, Fleshy Stitchwort, Crawe's Sedge, Slender Indian Paintbrush, Long-sheath Waterweed, Musk-root, Small-flowered Pennycress, Platte Cinquefoil, Alpine Meadowrue

The MTNHP site identified one Species of Concern, the Long-Billed Curlew. 

Direct Impacts
Proposed Action: No direct construction or operational impacts to terrestrial, avian, or aquatic life because the proposed action would not have any new outside disturbances.

Secondary Impacts
Proposed Action: No secondary construction or operational impacts to terrestrial, avian, or aquatic life because the proposed action would not have any new outside disturbances.
Cumulative Impacts
Proposed Action: No cumulative impacts to terrestrial, avian, or aquatic life because the proposed action would not have any new outside disturbances.

7. [bookmark: _Toc196305912][bookmark: _Toc229729688][bookmark: _Toc63946624]Historical and Archaeological Sites
[bookmark: _Hlk185235029]This section includes the following resource areas, as required in ARM 17.4.609: Historical and 

Archaeological Sites

AFCS plans to install and operate one (1), 1.5 MMBtu/hr propane-fired incinerator with a maximum rated charge capacity of 200 lb/hr in an already existing facility. 

According to the letter dated March 16, 2026, from the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), there has been one previously recorded site within the designated search locale (Section 33, Township 7 South, Range 9 West in Beaverhead County, Montana). It is SHPO’s position that any structure over fifty years of age is considered historic and is potentially eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. If any structures are to be altered and are over fifty years old, SHPO recommends that they be recorded, and a determination of their eligibility be made. As long as there will be no disturbance or alteration to structures over fifty years of age, there is a low likelihood that cultural properties would be impacted.

Direct Impacts
Proposed Action: No direct construction or operational impacts to any historical or archaeological sites are expected. The installation of the cremation unit would take place in an already established facility that is less than 50 years old. There is also no new ground disturbances associated with the proposed action. 

Secondary Impacts
Proposed Action: No secondary construction or operational impacts to historical or archaeological sites are expected because there are no new disturbances associated with the proposed action. Also, there are no structures located on the proposed project site that are over 50 years old. 

Cumulative Impacts
Proposed Action: No cumulative impacts to historical or archaeological sites are anticipated since no direct impacts or secondary impacts were identified.

8. [bookmark: _Toc229729689]Aesthetics
This section includes the following resource areas, as required in ARM 17.4.609: Aesthetics

Affected Environment

AFCS plans to install and operate one (1), 1.5 MMBtu/hr propane-fired incinerator with a maximum rated charge capacity of 200 lb/hr in an already existing facility.

The proposed action would include the installation of a “stack” to vent gasses to the atmosphere. The stack is approximately 20 feet tall and would protrude from an existing structure located within the property boundary. Noise levels from the cremation unit are approximately 90 decibels. No new exterior lighting is expected with the proposed project. Montana Highway 278 is located approximately 200 feet south of the facility. The closest residential property is approximately 500 feet south of the facility. 
 
Direct Impacts
Proposed Action: Minor, short-term impacts are expected during the installation phase of the proposed project due to delivery vehicles and contractors.

Negligible, long-term impacts are expected during normal operation of the cremation unit due to the above-mentioned stack and noise produced from the unit while in operation. Section II of the associated MAQP has conditions and limitations regulating visual emissions associated with facility operations.

Secondary Impacts
Proposed Action: No secondary construction or operational impacts to aesthetics are expected as a result of the proposed action because all construction and operations will occur within an existing building structure. 

Cumulative Impacts
Proposed Action: Minor cumulative impacts are expected as a result of the proposed action. The installation of the cremation unit would result in a visible stack being added to the structure and ambient noise levels would increase while the unit is in operation. Section II of the associated MAQP has conditions and limitations regulating visual emission associated with facility operations. 

9. [bookmark: _Toc63946626][bookmark: _Toc138411200][bookmark: _Toc138411342][bookmark: _Toc196305913][bookmark: _Toc229729690]Demands on Environmental Resources of Land, Water, Air, or Energy
This section includes the following resource areas, as required in ARM 17.4.609: Demands on Environmental Resources of Land, Water, Air, or Energy
[bookmark: _Hlk185236613]
Affected Environment

AFCS plans to install and operate one (1), 1.5 MMBtu/hr propane-fired incinerator with a maximum rated charge capacity of 200 lb/hr in an already existing facility.

Direct Impacts
Proposed Action: No impacts on environmental resources of land and water are expected. The proposed project would be located within an existing facility with no new land disturbances expected. The proposed project would not use water in any part of operations. 

Minor, long-term impacts to air and energy are expected. The operation of the cremation unit would use propane as a fuel source and the cremation unit would produce air emissions. Any impacts would be limited to the operational hours described in Table 1 of this EA and emissions produced are listed in Section IV – Emissions Inventory, of the Permit Analysis. 

Secondary Impacts
Proposed Action: Negligible secondary impacts to energy are expected. The crematorium is fueled by propane and would need to be delivered to the facility, which could result in fugitive emissions in the form of particulate matter emanating from the county road. No other secondary impacts are expected because of the proposed project.

Cumulative Impacts
Proposed Action: Minor long-term cumulative impacts on energy and air are expected as a result of the project because the cremation unit would combust propane and propane combustion would contribute to existing air quality in the affected area.

10. [bookmark: _Toc229729691] Impacts on Other Environmental Resources
[bookmark: _Hlk185236691]This section includes the following resource areas, as required in ARM 17.4.609: Impacts on Other Environmental Resources

Affected Environment

AFCS plans to install and operate one (1) 1.5 MMBtu/hr propane-fired incinerator with a maximum rated charge capacity of 200 lb/hr in an already existing facility.

Direct Impacts
Proposed Action: Fugitive dust emissions resulting from transport and installation of the cremation unit within the proposed facility, which may adversely impact air quality in the affected area. However, AFCS must use reasonable precautions to limit fugitive dust generated from construction activities; therefore, the proposed project would not be expected to cause or contribute to a violation of the applicable NAAQS for particulate matter (fugitive dust). See permit analysis for more detailed information regarding air quality impacts. Secondary NAAQS provides public welfare protection, including protection against decreased visibility and damage to animals, crops, vegetation, and buildings. Therefore, any adverse direct impacts to other environmental resources would be short-term and minor. No beneficial direct impacts would be expected because of the proposed project.

Secondary Impacts
Proposed Action: Proposed operations would not be expected to cause or contribute to a violation of the public welfare-based Secondary NAAQS.  See permit analysis for more detailed information regarding air quality impacts. Secondary NAAQS provide public welfare protection, including protection against decreased visibility and damage to animals, crops, vegetation, and buildings. Therefore, any adverse secondary impacts to other environmental resources would be long-term and minor. No beneficial secondary impacts would be expected because of the proposed project.

Cumulative Impacts
Proposed Action: No other environmental resources, beyond the resource areas already covered within this EA would result in any known additional cumulative impacts.

11. [bookmark: _Toc196305914][bookmark: _Hlk177464018][bookmark: _Toc229729692] Human Health and Safety
[bookmark: _Hlk177464079]This section includes the following resource areas, as required in ARM 17.4.609: Impacts on Human Health and Safety

Affected Environment

AFCS plans to install and operate one (1) 1.5 MMBtu/hr propane-fired incinerator with a maximum rated charge capacity of 200 lb/hr in an already existing facility.

The applicant would be required to adhere to all applicable state and federal safety laws. The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) has developed rules and guidelines to reduce the risks associated with this type of labor. Few, if any, members of the public would be in immediate proximity to the project during installation or operations.  

[bookmark: _Hlk177464048]Direct Impacts
Proposed Action: Negligible changes in impacts to human health and safety are anticipated as a result of this project action due to the commercial nature of the facility. A human health risk assessment was conducted for this crematorium, concluding that risks are below levels triggering health concerns. See Section VIII – Human Health Risk Assessment of the attached permit.

Secondary Impacts
Proposed Action: No secondary impacts to human health and safety are anticipated as a result of the proposed permitting action due to the nature of the facility. Operation of the permitted equipment would result in the emission of regulated airborne pollutants including NOX, CO, SO2, VOCs, PM, and HAPs. As permitted, the proposed project would not be expected to cause or contribute to a violation of the applicable primary or secondary NAAQS. See permit analysis for more detailed information regarding air quality impacts. Primary NAAQS provide public health protection, including protecting the health of "sensitive" populations such as asthmatics, children, and the elderly. 

Cumulative Impacts
Proposed Action: No cumulative impacts to human health and safety are anticipated as a result of the proposed permitting action due to the nature of the facility. A human health risk assessment was conducted for this crematorium, concluding that risks are below levels triggering health concerns. See Section VIII – Human Health Risk Assessment of the associated Montana Air Quality Permit. 

12. [bookmark: _Toc229729693]Industrial, Commercial, and Agricultural Activities and Production
This section includes the following resource areas, as required in ARM 17.4.609: Industrial, Commercial, and Agricultural Activities and Production

Affected Environment

AFCS plans to install and operate one (1) 1.5 MMBtu/hr propane-fired incinerator with a maximum rated charge capacity of 200 lb/hr in an already existing facility.

The proposed project would be considered a small commercial activity.

Direct Impacts
Proposed Action: Negligible, short-term impacts to commercial activity may be expected during the instillation phase and operation of the crematory due to delivery and installation of the crematory. 

Negligible, long-term impacts to commercial activity may be expected as a result of the proposed project. AFCS is considered a small commercial activity and would not be expected to have a major commercial impact on the local area. 

Secondary Impacts
Proposed Action: No secondary construction or operational impacts are expected as a result of the proposed activity.

Cumulative Impacts
Proposed Action: Negligible cumulative impacts are expected as a result of the proposed project due to installation and operation of the crematorium due to installation and operation of the crematorium.
 
13. [bookmark: _Toc229729694] Quantity and Distribution of Employment
This section includes the following resource areas, as required in ARM 17.4.609: Impacts on Quantity and Distribution of Employment

Affected Environment

AFCS plans to install and operate one (1) 1.5 MMBtu/hr propane-fired incinerator with a maximum rated charge capacity of 200 lb/hr in an already existing facility. 

AFCS identified two full-time employees expected to run the facility. 

Direct Impacts
Proposed Action: Negligible, short-term and beneficial impacts from installation may be expected through the employment of contractors to install the crematorium.

Negligible, long-term and beneficial impacts to operation of the facility are expected by employing two full-time employees as a result of the proposed project. 

Secondary Impacts
Proposed Action: No secondary impacts to construction or operation of the facility are expected as a result of the proposed action. No secondary employment is expected as a result of the proposed action. 

Cumulative Impacts
Proposed Action: Negligible cumulative and beneficial impacts are expected as a result of the proposed project due to both temporary and permanent employment to install and operate the crematory, respectively.  

14. [bookmark: _Toc229729695] Local and State Tax Base and Tax Revenue
This section includes the following resource areas, as required in ARM 17.4.609: Impacts on Local and State Tax Base and Tax Revenue

Affected Environment

AFCS plans to install and operate one (1) 1.5 MMBtu/hr propane-fired incinerator with a maximum rated charge capacity of 200 lb/hr in an already existing facility.

Direct Impacts
Proposed Action: No direct impacts would be expected because of the proposed project. Instillation of the crematory may increase local sales of goods and services during the construction phase. However, because the proposed project would be small by commercial standards any direct impacts to the local and state tax base and tax revenues would be long-term, negligible to minor, and beneficial. 

Secondary Impacts
Proposed Action: No secondary impacts would be expected because of the proposed project. Local, state and federal governments would be responsible for appraising the property, setting tax rates, collecting taxes, from the companies, employees, or landowners benefitting from the proposed operation. Further, AFCS would be responsible for accommodation of any increased taxes associated with operation of the proposed facility. Therefore, any secondary impacts would be negligible to minor, consistent with existing impacts in the affected area, and beneficial. 

Cumulative Impacts
[bookmark: _bookmark31]Proposed Action: Long-term negligible, beneficial to minor impacts to local and state tax base and tax revenues are anticipated from this permitting action.

15. [bookmark: _Toc229729696] Demand for Government Services
This section includes the following resource areas, as required in ARM 17.4.609: Impacts on Demands for Government Services

Affected Environment

AFCS plans to install and operate one (1) 1.5 MMBtu/hr propane-fired incinerator with a maximum rated charge capacity of 200 lb/hr in an already existing facility.


Direct Impacts
Proposed Action: No direct impacts would be expected because of the proposed project. The air quality permit has been prepared by state government employees as part of their day-to-day, regular responsibilities. Therefore, any adverse direct impacts to demands for government services is consistent with existing impacts and negligible. 

Secondary Impacts
Proposed Action: No beneficial secondary impacts would be expected because of the proposed project. Following construction of the proposed facility, initial and ongoing compliance inspections of facility operations would be accomplished by state government employees as part of their typical, regular duties and required to ensure the facility is operating within the limits and conditions listed in the air quality permit. Therefore, any adverse secondary impacts to demands for government services would be negligible and consistent with existing impacts in the affected area.

Cumulative Impacts
Proposed Action: Minor cumulative impacts are anticipated on government services with the proposed action and a minimal increase in impact would occur, but regulators would likely combine visits to cover regulatory oversight needs.

16. [bookmark: _Toc229729697] Locally Adopted Environmental Plans and Goals
This section includes the following resource areas, as required in ARM 17.4.609: Impacts on Locally Adopted Environmental Plans and Goals

Affected Environment

AFCS plans to install and operate one (1) 1.5 MMBtu/hr propane-fired incinerator with a maximum rated charge capacity of 200 lb/hr in an already existing facility.

DEQ has reviewed the Beaverhead County website and found no locally adopted environmental plans and goals for the area. 

Direct Impacts
Proposed Action: No direct impacts would be expected because of the proposed project. No locally adopted environmental plans and goals were identified. 

Secondary Impacts
Proposed Action: No secondary impacts to locally adopted environmental plans and goals would be expected because of the proposed project. No locally adopted environmental plans and goals were identified. 

Cumulative Impacts
Proposed Action: No cumulative impacts to the locally adopted environmental plans and goals are anticipated since no direct impacts or secondary impacts were identified.

17. [bookmark: _Toc229729698] Access to and Quality of Recreational and Wilderness Activities
This section includes the following resource areas, as required in ARM 17.4.609: Impacts on Access to and Quality of Recreation and Wilderness Activities

Affected Environment

AFCS plans to install and operate one (1) 1.5 MMBtu/hr propane-fired incinerator with a maximum rated charge capacity of 200 lb/hr in an already existing facility located on private property.

Direct Impacts
Proposed Action: No direct construction or operational impacts to access to and quality of recreational and wilderness activities because the facility is located on private property with no public access to the immediately surrounding area. 

Secondary Impacts
Proposed Action: No secondary construction or operational impacts to access to and quality of recreational and wilderness activities because the facility is located on private property with no public access to the immediately surrounding area.

Cumulative Impacts
Proposed Action: No cumulative impacts to access to and quality of recreation and wilderness activities are anticipated since no direct impacts or secondary impacts were identified.

18. [bookmark: _Toc229729699] Density and Distribution of Population and Housing
This section includes the following resource areas, as required in ARM 17.4.609: Impacts on Density and Distribution of Population and Housing

Affected Environment

AFCS plans to install and operate one (1) 1.5 MMBtu/hr propane-fired incinerator with a maximum rated charge capacity of 200 lb/hr in an already existing facility.

Direct Impacts
Proposed Action: Negligible impact on the overall distribution of employment would be expected as the facility would add two new employees, therefore increasing the long-term employment because of the proposed action.

Secondary Impacts
Proposed Action: No secondary impacts to density and distribution of population and housing are expected from the proposed action.

Cumulative Impacts
Proposed Action: Negligible cumulative impacts would be expected as a result of the proposed action. Two full-time employees would operate the crematorium on a permanent basis.

19. [bookmark: _Toc229729700] Social Structures and Mores
This section includes the following resource areas, as required in ARM 17.4.609: Impacts on Social Structures and Mores

Affected Environment

AFCS plans to install and operate one (1) 1.5 MMBtu/hr propane-fired incinerator with a maximum rated charge capacity of 200 lb/hr in an already existing facility.

Based on the required information provided by AFCS, DEQ is not aware of any native cultural concerns that would be affected by the proposed action on this existing facility. This facility is not located near any Native American Reservations.

Direct Impacts
Proposed Action: The proposed action is located on an existing residential site and no changes to or disruption of native or traditional lifestyles would be expected because of the proposed project. Therefore, no impacts to social structure and mores are anticipated.

Secondary Impacts
Proposed Action: No secondary impacts to social structures and mores are anticipated as a result of the proposed actions due to the existing residential nature of the area.

Cumulative Impacts
Proposed Action: No cumulative impacts to social structures and mores are anticipated since no direct impacts or secondary impacts were identified.

20. [bookmark: _Toc229729701] Cultural Uniqueness and Diversity
This section includes the following resource areas, as required in ARM 17.4.609: Impacts to Cultural Uniqueness and Diversity

Affected Environment 

AFCS plans to install and operate one (1) 1.5 MMBtu/hr propane-fired incinerator with a maximum rated charge capacity of 200 lb/hr in an already existing facility.

Based on the required information provided by AFCS, DEQ is not aware of any unique qualities of the area that would be affected by the proposed action at this existing facility.

Direct Impacts
Proposed Action: No direct impacts to the existing cultural uniqueness and diversity of the affected population would be expected because of the proposed project. AFCS would employ new staff to accommodate the proposed action. However, the proposed project would not be expected to result in an increase or decrease in the local population as this facility would most likely utilize the residents who own the private property. 

Secondary Impacts
Proposed Action: No secondary impacts to cultural uniqueness and diversity are expected as a result of the proposed project.

Cumulative Impacts
Proposed Action: No cumulative impacts to cultural uniqueness and diversity are anticipated since no direct impacts or secondary impacts were identified.

21. [bookmark: _Toc63946638][bookmark: _Toc138411212][bookmark: _Toc138411354][bookmark: _Toc196305917][bookmark: _Toc229729702] Private Property Impacts

The proposed project would take place on private land leased by the applicant. DEQ’s approval of AFCS’s MAQP would affect the lessor’s property. DEQ has determined, however, that the permit conditions are reasonably necessary to ensure compliance with applicable requirements. Therefore, DEQ’s approval of AFCSs MAQP would not have private property-taking or damaging implications.

22. [bookmark: _Toc229729703] Other Appropriate Social and Economic Circumstances
This section includes the following resource areas, as required in ARM 17.4.609: Impacts to Other Appropriate Social and Economic Circumstances

Affected Environment

AFCS plans to install and operate one (1) 1.5 MMBtu/hr propane-fired incinerator with a maximum rated charge capacity of 200 lb/hr in an already existing facility.

Direct Impacts
Proposed Action: DEQ is unaware of any other appropriate short-term social and economic circumstances in the affected area that may be directly impacted by the proposed project. Due to the nature of the proposed action, no further direct impact would be expected because of the proposed project. 

Secondary Impacts
Proposed Action: DEQ is unaware of any other appropriate long-term social and economic circumstances in the affected area that may be impacted by the proposed project. No further secondary impacts would be expected because of the proposed project.  

Cumulative Impacts
Proposed Action: No cumulative impacts to other appropriate social and economic circumstances are anticipated since no direct impacts or secondary impacts were identified. 

23. [bookmark: _Toc196305918][bookmark: _Toc229729704] Greenhouse Gas Assessment

When greenhouse gases are emitted by the Proposed Action, they become well-mixed globally due to their long lifetimes in the atmosphere (i.e., tens of years for methane to thousands of years for carbon dioxide) and atmospheric mixing, primarily driven by differential heating and synoptic-scale weather patterns, which distribute the gases throughout the planet, leading to a relatively uniform concentration of these gases across the globe. These factors could contribute to an overall negligible increase of greenhouse gas concentrations in the global atmosphere, not local airsheds. Localized industrial source greenhouse gas emissions do not have a direct impact on climate, public health and associated impacts to the affected human environment on a local scale. 

DEQ determined the Proposed Action would not be expected to result in a substantive change to the existing greenhouse gas composition of the Montana environment. The Proposed Action, as permitted, would involve combustion of approximately 167,540.9 gallons of combusted propane fuel. Due to the limited amount of greenhouse gas emissions potentially produced by the Proposed Action, DEQ has used its discretion pursuant to Section (1)(a) of Senate Bill 221, passed during the 2025 Legislative Session, to forego further analysis for this resource area. 

[bookmark: _Toc196305919][bookmark: _Toc229729705][bookmark: _Toc63946640]Description of Alternatives
No Action Alternative: In addition to the proposed action, DEQ must also considered the "no action" alternative. The "no action" alternative would deny the approval of AFCSs MAQP. The applicant would lack the authority to conduct the proposed activity. Any potential impacts that would result from the proposed action would not occur. The no action alternative forms the baseline from which the impacts of the proposed action can be measured. 

If the applicant demonstrates compliance with all applicable rules and regulations required for approval, the “no action” alternative would not be appropriate. 

Other Reasonable Alternative(s): No other reasonable alternatives were discussed. The conditions and limitations identified in the MAQP are reasonable and protective of human health while allowing the facility to operate according to the required permit conditions. 

[bookmark: _Toc196305920][bookmark: _Toc229729706]Consultation
[bookmark: _Toc138411217][bookmark: _Toc138411359][bookmark: _Toc138412044][bookmark: _Toc138413375][bookmark: _Toc138411218][bookmark: _Toc138411360][bookmark: _Toc138412045][bookmark: _Toc138413376][bookmark: _Toc63946645][bookmark: _Toc138411219][bookmark: _Toc138411361]DEQ engaged in internal and external efforts to identify substantive issues and/or concerns related to the proposed project. Internal scoping consisted of internal review of the environmental assessment document by DEQ staff. 

External scoping efforts included queries to the following websites/databases/personnel: Montana Natural Resource Information System, Montana Cadastral Database. 

[bookmark: _Toc196305921][bookmark: _Toc229729707]Public Involvement
[bookmark: _Toc196305922]
The public comment period for this permit action was April 6, 2026, through May 6, 2026. Any substantive public comments received during the public comment period will be summarized and included in Section I.C – Response to Public Comment, of the permit analysis for MAQP #5350-00.   

[bookmark: _Toc229729708]Significance of Potential Impacts and Need for Further Analysis
When determining whether the preparation of an environmental impact statement is needed, DEQ is required to consider the seven significance criteria set forth in ARM 17.4.608, which are as follows:

· The severity, duration, geographic extent, and frequency of the occurrence of the impact;
· The probability that the impact will occur if the proposed action occurs; or conversely, reasonable assurance in keeping with the potential severity of an impact that the impact will not occur;
· Growth-inducing or growth-inhibiting aspects of the impact, including the relationship or contribution of the impact to cumulative impacts – identify the parameters of the proposed action;
· The quantity and quality of each environmental resource or value that would be affected, including the uniqueness and fragility of those resources and values;
· The importance to the state and to society of each environmental resource or value that would be affected;
· Any precedent that would be set as a result of an impact of the proposed action that would commit the department to future actions with significant impacts or a decision in principle about such future actions; and
· Potential conflict with local, state, or federal laws, requirements, or formal plans.

[bookmark: _Toc196305923][bookmark: _Toc229729709]Conclusions and Findings

DEQ finds that this action results in negligible impacts to air quality in Beaverhead County, Montana. 

No significant adverse impacts would be expected because of the proposed project. As noted through the draft EA, the severity, duration, geographic extent and frequency of the occurrence of the impacts associated with the proposed air quality project would be limited. The proposed action would result in a new animal remains crematory/incinerator being installed in an already existing facility.  

The applicant proposed to install and operate one (1) 1.5 MMBtu/hr propane-fired incinerator with a maximum rated charge capacity of 200 lb/hr in an already existing facility. The site would be permitted to operate the crematory/incinerator unit up to 8,760 hours per year using operational controls identified in section III – BACT Analysis, of the permit analysis. 

As discussed in this EA, DEQ has not identified any signiﬁcant impacts associated with the proposed actions for any environmental resource. DEQ does not believe that the activities proposed by the Applicant would have any growth-inducing or growth-inhibiting aspects, or contribution to cumulative impacts. The proposed project site does not appear to contain known unique or fragile resources.  

There are no unique or known endangered fragile resources in the project area, and no underground disturbance would be required for this project. 
 
There would be negligible impacts to view-shed aesthetics as the crematory would be installed in an area of limited visibility from the county road.   
 
Demands on the environmental resources of land, water, air, or energy would be negligible.  
  
Impacts to human health and safety would be insigniﬁcant. 
 
As discussed in this EA, DEQ has not identified any signiﬁcant impacts associated with the proposed activities on any environmental resource. 
 
Issuance of a Montana Air Quality Permit #5350-00 to the Applicant does not set any precedent that commits DEQ to future actions with signiﬁcant impacts or a decision in principle about such future actions. If the Applicant submits another modification or proposes to amend the permit, DEQ is not committed to issuing those revisions.  
 
DEQ would conduct an environmental review for any subsequent permit modifications sought by the Applicant pursuant to MEPA. DEQ would make permitting decisions based on the criteria set forth in the Clean Air Act of Montana. 

Issuance of the Permit to the Applicant does not set a precedent for DEQ’s review of other applications for Permits, including the level of environmental review. The level of environmental review decision is made based on case-speciﬁc consideration of the criteria set forth in ARM 17.4.608. 
 
Finally, DEQ does not believe that the proposed air quality permitting action by the Applicant would have any growth-inducing or growth inhibiting impacts that would conﬂict with any local, state, or federal laws, requirements, or formal plans. 
 
Based on a consideration of the criteria set forth in ARM 17.4.608, no significant adverse impacts to the affected human environment would be expected because of the proposed project. Therefore, preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement or EIS is not required, and the draft EA is deemed the appropriate level of environmental review pursuant to MEPA. 

[bookmark: _Toc196305924][bookmark: _Toc229729710]PREPARATION
Environmental Assessment and Significance Determination Prepared By:

Conor Fox
Air Quality Engineering Scientist

Environmental Assessment Reviewed By:

John Proulx – Air Quality Engineer
Emily Hultin – Air Quality Engineer

Approved By:
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Eric Merchant, Supervisor 	Date
Air Quality Permitting Services Section
Air Quality Bureau
Air, Energy and Mining Division
Department of Environmental Quality







[bookmark: _Toc196305925][bookmark: _Toc229729711]REFERENCES
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[bookmark: _Toc196305926][bookmark: _Toc200374132][bookmark: _Toc229729712]COMMENT SUMMARY AND RESPONSES TO SUBSTANTIVE COMMENTS
	Person/Group Commenting
	EA Reference
	Comment
	DEQ Response

	Judy Morrison / Owner and Operator of Countryside RV Park 
	Page 3 – Table 1. Summary of Proposed Action
	Installation of the cremation unit was several months ago. No Building permit was taken out with Montana Department of Labor and Industry (Building Codes Program).
	Thank you for your comment. DEQ does not have authority to regulate building code. However, DEQ has contacted the Department of Labor and Industry (DOLI), who does have building code authority.  Based on information provided by DOLI, the applicant has submitted an application to obtain a building permit but, due to deficiencies, a building permit has not been issued, to date. Pursuant to ARM 17.8.743(1), installing a regulated emitting unit prior to issuance of a final air quality permit is a violation. DEQ acknowledges the cremation unit was improperly installed in the building prior to issuance of the final and effective Montana Air Quality Permit (MAQP). The agency’s Enforcement Program has been notified of the violation and the issue will be appropriately addressed. 

	
	Page 5 – Other Governmental Agencies and programs with Jurisdiction
	The Applicant has placed the incinerator in a building that was constructed in 1990 and has not complied with the Department of Labor and Industries permitting policies. Furthermore, the building has no sinks or water accessible to clean the workers or equipment used to handle the remains of companion pets.
	Thank you for your comment. Pursuant to ARM 17.8.756(1), the EA states “All applicable local, state, and federal rules must be adhered to, which may include other local, state, federal, or tribal anciency jurisdiction.” As stated in the response to comment above, DEQ does not have authority to regulate building code or any other requirements for which DEQ does not have authority. The MAQP appropriately regulates emissions from the cremation unit. The applicant has demonstrated the proposed cremation unit can comply with all applicable air quality regulations, as permitted, including, but not limited to, a demonstration of negligible risk to public health and safety, public welfare, and to the environment. Therefore, pursuant to ARM 17.8.749 and ARM 17.8.770, DEQ issued their preliminary determination on the air quality permit. No action taken.

	Judy Morrison / Owner and Operator of Countryside RV Park

	Page 11 – Aesthetics
	I have personally been in the building where the incinerator has already been installed. This stack does not comply with the statement “approximately 20 feet fall”. This portion also states that Montana Hwy 278 is approximately 200 feet south of the facility. This is not correct. HWY 278 is approximately 130 feet. The applicant also states the closed residential property is approximately 500 feet south of the facility. This is not correct. The closed residential property is approximately 230 feet from the proposed project. 
	Thank you for your comment. DEQ relies on the permit application for information contained in the EA. ”Approximately” means close to, around roughly, or in the region of a specific number, amount or time. It indicates that a value is near exact or estimated, rather than precise, often used when an exact figure is unknown or unnecessary. In this case, the values provided are approximate. No action taken.

	
	Page 13 – Human Health and Safety
	As stated previously, the applicant has already placed the incinerator in the existing building and has not adhered to all applicable state and federal safety laws. The applicant is not compliant with State building regulations and OSHA requirements.
	Thank you for your comment. Again, pursuant to ARM 17.8.756, the EA states “All applicable local, state, and federal rules must be adhered to, which may include other local, state, federal, or tribal jurisdiction.” As stated above, DEQ does not have authority to regulate building code or any other requirements for which DEQ does not have authority. The MAQP appropriately regulates emissions from the cremation unit. The applicant has demonstrated the proposed cremation unit can comply with all applicable air quality regulations, as permitted, including, but not limited to, a demonstration of negligible risk to public health and safety, public welfare, and to the environment. Therefore, pursuant to ARM 17.8.749 and ARM 17.8.770, DEQ issued their preliminary determination on the air quality permit.  No action taken. 

	
	Page 19 – Private Property Impact
	The applicant does not own the land. The applicant currently has a lease for one garage bay of this property. The incinerator sits in an open bay of a 2-bay garage. This is also a person living in a portion of this building that shares a wall with the area where the incinerator is located.
	Thank you for your comment. DEQ acknowledges that the unit is being leased on private land and has updated the language in the EA.
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