


Water Pollution Control Advisory Council
Friday, July 10, 2020, 10:00 A. M. 
Zoom / Telephone Meeting
Minutes
Attendees:

Jon Kenning
Darryl Barton
Karen Bucklin Sanchez
Eric Campbell
Stevie Neuman
Michael Wendland
Lauren Sullivan
Mark Fix
Trevor Selch
Eric Sivers
Joanna McLaughlin
Adam Sigler
Myla Kelly
Haley Sir
Kirsten Bowers
Moira Davin
Melinda Horne
Bob Zimmer
Maya Rao
Craig Workman
Earl Salley
Theresa Froehlich









Meeting called to order by Trevor Selch, Chairman.

Agenda was accepted with a Motion by Karen and second by Adam.
Minutes from last meeting were approved with edits. Motion by Karen, Second by Adam. Minutes were approved unanimously with edits.
Presentation by Haley Sir, General Permit for Disinfected Water and Hydrostatic Testing
The Disinfected Water and Hydrostatic Testing permit was first issued in 1996, most recently renewed in January 2016, and expires in December of this year. The proposed renewed permit would become effective January 1st, 2021 and be effective for another five-year term. This permit applies to all areas of the State of Montana, except Indian Reservations, and covers several types of dischargers including discharges of disinfected water from the flushing of fire hydrants, draining of water storage tanks, and the emptying of public or private swimming pools. Additionally, the permit covers discharges of water used to test the hydrostatic properties of new or existing pipes, tanks, vessels, boilers, or other similar equipment to ensure there will be no discharge of residual petroleum-containing wastes. There are currently about 17 authorizations under this GP, 12 disinfected water and 5 hydrostatic testing. Those numbers fluctuate year to year seeing as both types of activities are usually intermittent or short-term. The renewal of this general permit will continue to provide protection of state waters through effluent limitations and required monitoring of pollutants of concern.

There were no questions or comments for Haley Sir regarding the General Permit for Disinfected Water and Hydrostatic Testing.  

Myla Kelly and Lauren Sullivan presented background information on the Department's efforts in developing site-specific selenium criteria for Lake Koocanusa. The criteria development has been a coordinated effort between MT DEQ and British Columbia with guidance from many agencies, tribal nations, an international stakeholder working group and a technical committee of selenium experts from the US and Canada. The Department will request that the Board of Environmental Review initiate rulemaking this fall to adopt a selenium water quality standard that is protective of  aquatic life.​

[bookmark: _GoBack]Michael asked what kind of coal mining and asked about the mines causing the contamination. Lauren and Myla informed the group that they are steelmaking coal mines, the largest in North America. Trevor commented that the current operation would probably not be permitted in Montana. Mark Fix asked what the mines are doing to decrease the selenium levels to prevent contamination. Myla informed us that the operation is too large to effectively eliminate contamination, so research and development is focused on water treatment. Mark asked if nitrates are a concern. He commented that nitrates for cattle are dangerous in feed and he expressed concern for livestock and wildlife. Trevor replied that nitrates have not been a concern. Adam commented that the threshold is higher for livestock and there have been no issues that he is aware of, and according to a chart in the presentation, nitrates are below water quality standards. Myla and Adam both discussed nitrogen / phosphorus ratios. Nitrogen and phosphorus are both below water quality standards. Myla informed the group that rulemaking to set a selenium water quality standard is planned for this fall and there may be a need for a special WPCAC meeting to address rulemaking. A special meeting will need approval in August for a September meeting. Adam asked whether the proposed rule-making would be to establish thresholds/standards for aquatic life in Lake Koocanusa. Myla answered, yes.  Bob Zimmer asked if there is anything Montana can do to decrease the selenium in the lake and whether there will be a standard in Montana, but a different standard in Canada. Myla said the hope is that British Columbia will also adopt the same criteria.  Public comment was called for by Chairman Trevor Selch. No public comment.

Darryl Barton, WPCAC Coordinator, asked council members if there were any special topics of interest and what information they would like to learn about in future meetings. Bob Zimmer would like to get a presentation regarding DEQ efforts in regard to pharmaceutical thresholds in water and wastewater treatment. It was decided that it would be on the October agenda.  Adam S. is interested in information regarding narrative numeric nutrient standards. Myla addressed both topics and stated that her group could provide presentations on both. She also mentioned Minnesota as a state that has advanced pharmaceutical standards in place. Mark Fix would also like an update on algal blooms that occurred this year. It was decided that a summary on algae blooms would be on the November agenda.  Myla said Hannah Riedel could provide such an update.
Motion to adjourn made by Craig seconded by Trevor.
Meeting adjourned at 10:51 pm. 










AGENDA
	10:00
	Call to Order
	Trevor Selch

	10:05
	Approval of Agenda
	Trevor Selch

	10:07
	Approval of Minutes from January 10
	Trevor Selch

	
Briefing Items

	10:12
	General Permit for Disinfected Water and Hydrostatic Testing
	Haley Sir

	10:30
	[bookmark: _Hlk46235299]Lake Koocanusa selenium rulemaking update
	Myla Kelly, 
Lauren Sullivan

	

	10:45
	Public Comment
During this time, members of the public may comment on any public matter within the jurisdiction of the Council that is not otherwise on the meeting agenda. 

For items on this meeting agenda, time for public comment will be provided after Council discussion of each item.
	Trevor Selch

	10:55
	Agenda Items for Upcoming Meetings
	Darryl Barton

	11:00
	Adjourn
	Trevor Selch






