
Conference Call regarding Wetland Reserve Program implementation for 2009 – 
11/20/08 
 
Participants 
Lynda Saul, MT DEQ – Helena 
Pelah Hoyt, Five Valleys Land Trust – Missoula 
Kelly Pohl, Gallatin Valley Land Trust – Bozeman 
Jeff Everett, US Fish and Wildlife Service – Dillon 
Sam Lawry, Teller Wildlife Refuge – Corvallis 
Gavin Ricklefs, Bitterroot Land Trust – Hamilton 
Jeanne Spaur, Fort Peck Tribes – Poplar 
Lisa Bay, The Nature Conservancy – Helena 
Tim Swanson, The Nature Conservancy, Bozeman 
Tom Parker, Geum Consulting – Hamilton 
Tim Connolly, US Fish and Wildlife Service – Medicine Lake 
Carrie Mosley, NRCS – Bozeman 
Jeff Combs, NRCS – Bozeman 
Gael Bissell, MT Fish Wildlife & Parks – Kalispell 
Constanza von der Pahlen, Flathead Lakers – Polson 
Stacy Allen, Flathead Land Trust – Kalispell 
Tom Hinz, MT Wetlands Legacy Partnership – Bozeman 
 
Carrie Mosley and Jeff Combs provided WRP overview including the following: WRP 
program started in the early 1990s; targeted to private lands where landowners are 
interested in restoring potholes and other natural wetlands that have been drained, filled, 
tiled, and otherwise altered; and, primarily on agricultural lands.  WRP contracts can 
involve a perpetual easement where a dollar per acre offer is made to the applicant that 
will be less than the fair market value of the land.  The 2008 Farm Bill version of WRP 
will require that NRCS make an offer to the landowner for the easement will be the least 
of the following: 1.) the offer from the landowner in terms of dollar value per acre that 
landowner will accept for an easement; 2.) a Market Survey Analysis basis by county; or, 
3.) an appraisal establishing the value of the easement.  A final interim rule fleshing out 
more of these details is expected in early 2009.  Under the permanent WRP easement, 
NRCS will pay 100% of the cost of restoring the wetland.  In qualifying habitats, the 
easement can include as much as a 1:1 ratio of upland to wetland within the project 
boundary.  NRCS will pay to fence the WRP boundary in these perpetual WRP easement 
project properties if the whole property will not be included in the contract.  There is also 
a 30-year easement option where 75% of the restoration of the wetland will be paid by 
NRCS, the rest being the responsibility of the landowner.  There is a third option for a 
WRP contract, that being a ten-year, no-easement option.  On these projects, NRS will 
pay for 75% of the cost of the restoration.  
Right now there are 52 WRP projects in Montana.  In states with a higher percentage of 
wetland, this is a much bigger program.  However, the MT state office for NRCS has 
already received notification of over $6 million being available for WRP right now, even 
as the rules are being developed, with more funding anticipated for MT after the first of 



the year.  Partner help in identifying good projects is needed as NRCS currently has only 
a few projects it is considering.   
 
Additional program details: 1.) Grazing of WRP contract lands has always been an 
option.  Following restoration of the wetlands, at NRCS’s discretion, grazing of some 
portion of the contracted area may be allowed on a less than every year basis or some 
portion of the contract area only may be grazed.  Under the new WRP, there is expected 
to be some Wetland Reserve Enhancement Program (WREP) pilot areas established 
nationwide which may include all of MT or a portion of it.  WREP will likely have more 
“working lands” provisions which may permit more agricultural use of the land than was 
allowed under the 2002 version of WRP.  Where the landowner will continue to have 
grazing or haying rights, the easement offer will be less to reflect those rights being held 
by the landowner;   2.) Under the new Farm Bill, NRCS will require that qualifying WRP 
lands have been owned by the applicant for at least seven years.  There will likely be 
some exceptions such as where there is a death in the family and one of the children will 
begin to farm and ranch on the property.  What other exceptions are being considered is 
confidential information that will not be made public outside the agency until the Interim 
Final Rules are published in the Federal Register after 1/1/09.  3.) Off-farm income 
limitation – in order to qualify for the program, the applicant must not make more than $1 
million in off-farm/ranch income.  This is down from the $2.5M level in the 2002 Farm 
Bill.  4.) On Tribal lands, there is a 30-year no-easement contract option where the 
contract will have the same value as a 30-year easement contract would have.   
NRCS as in the past does have the right to turn management of any WRP easement area 
over to another conservation agency under the new program’s provisions. 
 
In terms of overlapping programs, WRP cannot be done on lands enrolled in the 
Conservation Reserve Program or the Conservation Reserve Enhancment Program.  It 
also cannot be used on public lands, including state and federal wildlife conservation 
areas.  WRP can however be overlaid on existing conservation easements where the 
NRCS WRP easement will secure additional rights to the land that were not conveyed in 
the previous easement(s).   
 
What options are out there that conference call participants are considering: 
 
Lisa Bay, Pelah Hoyt, Gael Bissell, Jeanne Spaur, Tim Connolly, Tom Parker, Kelly Pohl 
all had project ideas and/or questions in regard to specific projects.  They will be 
following up directly with their local NRCS offices at the appropriate time to further 
explore WRP project possibilities. 
 
Next steps: NRCS will make an announcement regarding publishing of the Interim Final 
Rules on its website as soon as they are available.  NRCS MT state office will also use 
the Legacy Partnership email distribution list via Tom Hinz to help get the word out to 
those interested in commenting on the rules.     
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