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Brian Schweitzer, Governor

Toney Ott

Ecosystems Protection Program
US EPA, 8EPR-EP

1595 Wynkoop Street

Denver, CO 80202-1129

RE: Wetlands Protection Grant CD998117-13 Final Project Report

October 18, 2007

Dear Toney,

Enclosed is the Final Project Report for EPA Wetlands Protection Grant CD998117-13, known as Bridge
Funding. The Montana Department of Environmental Quality received a 104(b)3 Wetland Protection
Development Grant from EPA for $50,000 as stated in the Wetland Protection Assistance Agreement
awarded July 29, 2005. A non-federal match of $11,667 was required for this grant. This grant provided
funding for Montana wetland program development projects. Kris Knutson at the EPA Region 8
Montana Office was the original project officer for this grant. All projects were completed by the grant
end date of September 30, 2007. MDEQ submitted a final Financial Status Report (FSR) to the EPA
Region 8 Office in Denver.

Thank you for providing Montana DEQ with Wetland Protection Development funds.

I am pleased with the wetland program development that Montana has been able to accomplish with the
assistance of this funding. Please contact me at (406) 444-6652 or lsaul@mt.gov if you have any
questions about the project activities associated with this grant.

Sincerely,

Lynda A. Saul

Wetland Program Manager

Attachments

C. Joe Meek
Susan McEachern

Enforcement Division e Permitting & Compliance Division e Planning, Prevention & Assistance Division e Remediation Division
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MDEQ Final Grant Project Report
EPA Wetland Protection Grant CD 998117-13
Federal Fiscal Year 2005 Grant (07/29/05 — 9/30/07)

Title: Montana Wetland Leadership and Wetland Conservation Planning.
Grant Recipient: MDEQ, Wetland Program Manager
1520 East Sixth Avenue; Helena, Montana 59620
Contacts: Lynda Saul
406-444-6652; e-mail; Isaul@mt.gov
Funding: Total Project $ 50,000
EPA Funds $ 16,667
Match $ 66,667
Time line: July 1, 2005 — September 30, 2007

Project Summary:

This grant supported the DEQ Wetland Program Manager from July 1 to December 31,
2005 to provide Montana Wetland Council leadership and coordinate the EPA wetland
development grant program. It also provided funding to georeference digital photos from
wetland surveys and support local wetland protection planning in Bozeman.

Project Completion Report
DEQ Wetland Leadership

The DEQ Wetland Program Manager planned and held a day-long Montana
Wetland Council meeting focusing on additional funding resources for wetland
protection, restoration, and management. Presentations were made on Small NAWCA
grants, Intermountain West Joint Venture cost-share funding opportunities, State Wildlife
Grants Program, the Natural Resource Damage Program, and a case study of Meadowlark
Park Wetland Project in Billings. Please see the attached September 28, 2005 meeting
summary. The meeting was well attended and resulted in several new successful grants
which broadened the base of funding for wetland activities in Montana.

Played a lead role in the steering committee to organize and hold the first Western
Wetland Conference in Denver which was geared toward 17 western states with common
challenges of lack of information, limited of water, and lack of policy or regulatory
programs protecting western wetlands. Good presentations and significant networking
opportunities were some of the positive responses received from that Conference.

The DEQ Wetland Program Manager assisted the Montana Wetlands Legacy
Coordinator to document the first 5 years (2000-2005) of wetland protection resulting
from the Legacy Partnership. The Legacy documented approximately 23,000 acres of
wetland restoration or protection and over 250,000 acres of associated upland habitat
protected in Montana.

Other accomplishments include ensuring the COE Yellowstone River corridor
wetland mapping project integrated with the state’s overall wetland mapping goals,
providing comments on the in-lieu fee aquatic resource mitigation program, participate in
monthly Association of State Wetland Managers conference calls and relaying



mailto:lsaul@mt.gov

appropriate information to the necessary party and keeping the 400+ Wetland Council e-
mail list apprised of wetland issues for information and action.

In addition to program leadership, the DEQ Wetland Program Manager
administered the EPA Wetland Development Grant Program including 4 active grants
and 14 ongoing contracts. Provided technical assistance and ensuring that projects are on
track and reporting requirement have been met. Negotiated new work plans for approved
projects and evaluated new program development needs for new projects.

Georeference Digital Photos

This project involved collaborating with MT Natural Heritage Program
Amphibian project. MT NHP georeferenced digital photographs of all wetlands (>6,000)
evaluated during the statewide amphibian inventory and wetland rapid assessment project
from the 2000 through 2006 field seasons on the Natural Heritage Information Portal
(NHIP) website. A total of 8,564 digital wetland photos associated with these >6,000
wetlands have been georeferenced and are now viewable on the Photo Viewer tab of the
Montana Natural Heritage Program’'s TRACKER website at:
http://nhp.nris.mt.gov/Tracker/NHTMap.aspx. To view, click on the "Photo Viewer”
then the "Amphibian Inventory Photos" check box to turn on access to the photos.
Clicking on map layer air photo (color 2005) is a useful base map to view this
information. Zoom into a particular region and then click on individual photos at the
bottom of the page that correspond to the camera symbols on the map (see the Site_ID
number to match them up). This will be a valuable tool that will allow resource managers
to view and prioritize funding for the protection and better management of wetlands.
Montana still needs to do baseline assessments of the distribution and status of
amphibians and the wetland habitats they depend on in northeast Montana and continue
DEQ collaboration with MT NHP on filling out Rapid Wetland Assessment photos in
association with these surveys. In addition, there are several important steps that need to
be made in follow up to getting these photos on the web in order to enhance their value to
resource managers for wetland protection such as red flagging wetlands in poor condition
that would benefit from restoration and protection.

Wetland Protection Planning in Bozeman

The Gallatin Valley Land Trust and the Northeast Neighborhood Association of
Bozeman had been discussing with current and previous landowners and the with the
City of Bozeman concerning conservation of approximately 33 acres of wetlands north of
East Main Street. For over two years, an informal working group met regularly to explore
conservation and parkland option for this property. Bozeman and the Gallatin Valley are
one of the fastest developing areas of Montana and development pressures are intense for
this area. The working group generated enough interest and potential in protecting the
wetlands to move to designing and developing a Wetland Park Concept Plan for this
property. Funding from this grant supported a design charrette and the development of a
concept plan and imagery to be used as an outreach package for the Wetland Park. Please
see attached final proposal and plan titled “Bozeman Wetland Park & Bird Sanctuary”
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Project Summary: 


This grant supported the DEQ Wetland Program Manager from July 1 to December 31, 2005 to provide Montana Wetland Council leadership and coordinate the EPA wetland development grant program. It also provided funding to georeference digital photos from wetland surveys and support local wetland protection planning in Bozeman.  


Project Completion Report


DEQ Wetland Leadership 



The DEQ Wetland Program Manager planned and held a day-long Montana Wetland Council meeting focusing on additional funding resources for wetland protection, restoration, and management. Presentations were made on Small NAWCA grants, Intermountain West Joint Venture cost-share funding opportunities, State Wildlife Grants Program, the Natural Resource Damage Program, and a case study of Meadowlark Park Wetland Project in Billings. Please see the attached September 28, 2005 meeting summary.  The meeting was well attended and resulted in several new successful grants which broadened the base of funding for wetland activities in Montana. 



Played a lead role in the steering committee to organize and hold the first Western Wetland Conference in Denver which was geared toward 17 western states with common challenges of lack of information, limited of water, and lack of policy or regulatory programs protecting western wetlands. Good presentations and significant networking opportunities were some of the positive responses received from that Conference.   



The DEQ Wetland Program Manager assisted the Montana Wetlands Legacy Coordinator to document the first 5 years (2000-2005) of wetland protection resulting from the Legacy Partnership. The Legacy documented approximately 23,000 acres of wetland restoration or protection and over 250,000 acres of associated upland habitat protected in Montana.   



Other accomplishments include ensuring the COE Yellowstone River corridor wetland mapping project integrated with the state’s overall wetland mapping goals, providing comments on the in-lieu fee aquatic resource mitigation program, participate in monthly Association of State Wetland Managers conference calls and relaying appropriate information to the necessary party and keeping the 400+ Wetland Council e-mail list apprised of wetland issues for information and action. 



In addition to program leadership, the DEQ Wetland Program Manager administered the EPA Wetland Development Grant Program including 4 active grants and 14 ongoing contracts. Provided technical assistance and ensuring that projects are on track and reporting requirement have been met. Negotiated new work plans for approved projects and evaluated new program development needs for new projects.  


Georeference Digital Photos



This project involved collaborating with MT Natural Heritage Program Amphibian project.  MT NHP georeferenced digital photographs of all wetlands (>6,000) evaluated during the statewide amphibian inventory and wetland rapid assessment project from the 2000 through 2006 field seasons on the Natural Heritage Information Portal (NHIP) website.  A total of 8,564 digital wetland photos associated with these >6,000 wetlands have been georeferenced and are now viewable on the Photo Viewer tab of the Montana Natural Heritage Program's TRACKER website at: 

http://nhp.nris.mt.gov/Tracker/NHTMap.aspx.  To view, click on the "Photo Viewer” then the "Amphibian Inventory Photos" check box to turn on access to the photos. Clicking on map layer air photo (color 2005) is a useful base map to view this information. Zoom into a particular region and then click on individual photos at the bottom of the page that correspond to the camera symbols on the map (see the Site_ID number to match them up). This will be a valuable tool that will allow resource managers to view and prioritize funding for the protection and better management of wetlands.  Montana still needs to do baseline assessments of the distribution and status of amphibians and the wetland habitats they depend on in northeast Montana and continue DEQ collaboration with MT NHP on filling out Rapid Wetland Assessment photos in association with these surveys.  In addition, there are several important steps that need to be made in follow up to getting these photos on the web in order to enhance their value to resource managers for wetland protection such as red flagging wetlands in poor condition that would benefit from restoration and protection. 



Wetland Protection Planning in Bozeman


The Gallatin Valley Land Trust and the Northeast Neighborhood Association of Bozeman had been discussing with current and previous landowners and the with the City of Bozeman concerning conservation of approximately 33 acres of wetlands north of East Main Street. For over two years, an informal working group met regularly to explore conservation and parkland option for this property.  Bozeman and the Gallatin Valley are one of the fastest developing areas of Montana and development pressures are intense for this area.  The working group generated enough interest and potential in protecting the wetlands to move to designing and developing a Wetland Park Concept Plan for this property. Funding from this grant supported a design charrette and the development of a concept plan and imagery to be used as an outreach package for the Wetland Park. Please see attached final proposal and plan titled “Bozeman Wetland Park & Bird Sanctuary”        
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Dear Toney,







Enclosed is the Final Project Report for EPA Wetlands Protection Grant CD998117-13, known as Bridge Funding. The Montana Department of Environmental Quality received a 104(b)3 Wetland Protection Development Grant from EPA for $50,000 as stated in the Wetland Protection Assistance Agreement awarded July 29, 2005. A non-federal match of $11,667 was required for this grant. This grant provided funding for Montana wetland program development projects. Kris Knutson at the EPA Region 8 Montana Office was the original project officer for this grant. All projects were completed by the grant end date of September 30, 2007. MDEQ submitted a final Financial Status Report (FSR) to the EPA Region 8 Office in Denver.    







Thank you for providing Montana DEQ with Wetland Protection Development funds. 



I am pleased with the wetland program development that Montana has been able to accomplish with the assistance of this funding.  Please contact me at (406) 444-6652 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:lsaul@mt.gov" ��lsaul@mt.gov� if you have any questions about the project activities associated with this grant.  







Sincerely,











Lynda A. Saul



Wetland Program Manager







Attachments







c.	Joe Meek



	Susan McEachern
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