August 29, 2016
FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT
TO ALL INTERESTED GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES AND PUBLIC GROUPS
As required by state and federal rules for determining whether an Environmental Impact

Statement is necessary, an environmental review has been performed on the proposed
action below:

Project Cascade County Vaughn Water and Sewer District
Wastewater System Improvements

Location Vaughn, Montana

Project Number C304227

Total Cost $2,904,743

The Cascade County Vaughn Water & Sewer District, through a preliminary engineering
report (PER) written in 2015 and revised in 2016, identified the need to upgrade its
wastewater treatment facility (WWTF). Vaughn's aerated, three-cell lagoon was
constructed in 1997 and has not been consistently meeting the secondary standards in
its Montana Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (MPDES) permit. The district’s
WWTF effluent is not disinfected before it is discharged to the Sun River.

The current MPDES permit went into effect on December 1, 2012, with interim limits
effective immediately and final effluent limits effective October 1, 2017. The existing
lagoon design is not capable of complying with the new ammonia final effluent limits. In
addition, the E. coli limits in that permit necessitate disinfection of the wastewater.
Nutrient limits become effective in 2022, and will require either a variance or additional
treatment to remove Total Nitrogen (TN) and Total Phosphorus (TP).

Because of MPDES numeric permit limit exceedances, as well as monitoring and
reporting violations, the Montana Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) issued the
district an Administrative Order on Consent {AOC) in 2010. The order requires the city to
complete construction and commence operation of an improved WWTF by July 31,
2018. The chosen treatment alternative will enhance existing wastewater facilities so
that current numeric permit limits and the new ammonia limit can be met.

Wastewat treatment sys nimprovements consist of installation of a new and
improved lagoon aeration system, construction of a submerged attached growth reactor
(SAGR ™) following the existing lagoon cells, and the addition of ultraviolet (UV)
disinfection. The proposed project also includes video inspection of sewer mains in the
older sections of town and replacement of the existing lift station. Siudge from the
existing lagoon cells will be removed and land-applied in accordance with Federat 40
CFR 503 sludge disposal regulations, or landfilled if a suitable sludge disposal site is not
found. The existing discharge to the Sun River will be maintained. The project is
proposed for construction in 2017.



Federa! and State grant/loan programs will fund the project. Environmentally sensitive
characteristics such as wetlands, floodplains, threatened or endangered species, and
historical sites are not expected to be adversely impacted as a result of the proposed
project. Public participation during the planning process demonstrated support for the
selected alternative. No significant long-term environmental impacts were identified.
An environmental assessment (EA), which describes the project and analyzes the
impacts in more detail, is available for public scrutiny on the DEQ web site
http://deq.mt.gov/Public/ea and at the fc  wing locations:

Department of Environmental Quality Cascade County Vaughn Water and Sewer
1520 East Sixth Avenue District

Helena, MT 59620-0901 1161 6™ Avenue

mmarsh@mt.gov Vaughn, MT 59487

Comments on the EA may be submitted to the Department of Environmental Quality at
the above address. After evaluating comments received, the department will revise the
environmental assessment or determine if an environmental impact statement is
necessary. If no substantive comments are received during the comment period, or if
substantive comments are received and evaluated and the environmental impacts are
still determined to be non-significant, the agency will make a final decision. No
administrative action will be taken on the project for at least 30 calendar days after
release of the Finding of No Significant Impact.
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