
Appendix T 
 

When to Run Trigger Value Calculations 
For Impacts of Nitrates to Surface Water 

This chart not for use with phosphorus analysis. Phosphorus trigger value calculations need to be run when the 50-year 
breakthrough criteria cannot be met regardless of distance, soil type or limiting layer 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yes 

No trigger analysis 

No 

Yes 

Run trigger analysis 

Is there a limiting 
layer< 8 feet below 
natural ground 
surface? Run trigger analysis 

Is the drainfield 
sized at a 0.8, 0.6 
or 0.5 gpd/ft2 
application rate? 

Run trigger analysis 

No trigger analysis 

No 

No 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Is the project less 
than ¼ miles from 
high quality state 
surface water?  

Is the project 
greater than ½ mile 
from high quality 
state surface water? 


