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What is the Black Butte Copper Project?
Tintina Resources, Inc. is proposing to modify the company’s existing exploration license in order to construct an exploration decline into potential copper-cobalt-silver deposit zones. The decline would be used as access for an underground drilling program to provide a more thorough understanding of the geometry and grade of the copper. The decline would also provide a 10,000 ton bulk sample for metallurgical testing as well as for other technical investigations in support of future mine planning and to minimize water quality and quantity impacts.

Where will this project be located?
The project is located about 15 miles north of White Sulphur Springs in Meagher County, MT. It is 26 miles north of the Smith River. The proposed surface disturbance would be 46.5 acres, all on private land. 

Did the DEQ involve the public in this project?
The draft EA was posted to the DEQ website and hard or electronic copies were mailed to interested persons. 

The DEQ also held a public meeting in White Sulphur Springs on August 7. Seventy-five people signed in at the meeting and 22 people gave oral comments. DEQ staff attended, answered questions and provided information to attendees. There were also posters, maps, and diagrams available to provide attendees further information about the project. In addition, the department posted a legal notice, placed advertisements, and sent press releases to statewide and local media. 

As a result, DEQ received comments from government agencies, interest and advocacy groups and the general public. In total, about 4,000 comments were received. Numerous common themes and issues were identified and categorized based upon review and analysis of the comments.

Why didn’t DEQ do an Environmental Impact Statement on this project?
We have rarely done an EIS on an exploration project.  We did an EA because we did not anticipate major impacts to the environment in this case. 

Montana law lists the criteria DEQ must consider in regard to the need to prepare an EIS.  These factors include severity, frequency of impact, geographic extent, importance to state, conflict with existing laws and others.  However, MEPA allows state agencies to prepare an EA instead of an EIS when the effects of the proposal appear to be mitigable. In other words, if the effects of the proposal can be reduced by design, controls or stipulations imposed by the agency. In this case, the DEQ chose to do a “mitigated EA”. Unlike a checklist EA, this EA includes stipulations that Tintina must comply with so that no significant impact is likely to happen. 

What stipulations is DEQ requiring?
Several important changes were made to the final EA in response to comments we received. The department is requiring that:

· An on-site reverse osmosis water treatment system.
· Increased water monitoring of Sheep Creek water flows to prevent water loss that could jeopardize wildlife habitat. 
· Increased water monitoring for Coon Creek and water extracted from the decline. 
· Underground injection if monitoring shows degradation from the cone of depression
Larger ponds to collect water that comes from the exploration decline to protect Coon Creek, Sheep Creek and water extracted from the decline. 
· New data on the Land Application Disposal with DEQ oversight.
· An emergency response plan.

What will happen if Tintina decides to apply for a permit?
If Tintina ultimately applies for an operating permit for an underground mine, the DEQ will prepare an Environmental Impact Statement as part of the department’s process for approving an operating permit application. The process will provide several opportunities for public comment.

What is the next step for Tintina?
Before the company can begin work under the exploration license it must submit a performance bond, in an amount determined by the department, to cover final reclamation of the decline site and associated disturbances.

Where can I find more information about the EA and other public comments?
All the information and documents are available on the DEQ website at www.deq.mt.gov. 











