
COAL PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS Montana Department of Environmental Quality – Coal & Uranium Program 
Statute: Strip and Underground Mine Siting Act; 82-4-101, et seq., MCA
Rule: Strip and Underground Mine Reclamation Act;                                           NOTE: Timeframes may change due to delayed response from applicant or outside agency

O
th

er
 

A
ge

nc
y

D
E

Q
P

ub
lic

 
In

vo
lv

em
en

t
A

pp
lic

an
t/ 

C
us

to
m

er

90 Days from Date Received 120 Days from Completeness Determination 45 Days from Acceptability Determination

Is the Application
Administratively 

Complete? 

Technical 
Adequacy Review

Deadline = 120 days 
from Administrative 

Completeness 
Acceptability 

Determination
ARM 17.24.404(1)

YES

NO

Application Review
Process Begins

Date Received: _______

Administrative 
Completeness 

Review

Deadline = 90 days from 
Date Received

ARM 17.24.401(2)

Administratively 
Complete

Determination of MEPA 
Requirement (EA or EIS)

Complete Date: _______
ARM 17.24.401(2)

Public Notice
ARM 17.24.401(3) 

Once a week for four 
weeks

Notice of 
Application

to Governmental 
Agencies & Interested 

Parties

ARM 17.24.401(5)

Written Comments

Deadline = 30 days from 
Notice of Application
ARM 17.24.402(1)(a)

YES

NO

Is the
Application 
Technically 
Adequate? 

Acceptability 
Determination

Date Acceptable:______
ARM 17.24.404(3)

Public Notice
of Acceptability & 

availability of EA or EIS

ARM 17.24.404(3)(a)    

Written Objections 
and/or Request for

Informal Conference
The Department will hold an 
informal conference within 
20 days of receipt of the 

request
ARM 17.24.404(3)(a)(b)

Applicant Files 
Performance Bond

ARM 17.24.404(6)
ARM 17.24.405(7)(a)(iii) 

Applicant Violator 
System (AVS) 

Check

ARM 17.24.404(7)   

Does
the Department Issue a 

Permit?
ARM 17.24.405

NO

YES

If Significantly Modified

Written Comments
Deadline = 30 days from date of last 

publication of public notice
ARM 17.24.402(2)(a)

Request for
Informal Conference

The Department shall hold an informal 
conference within 30 days following 

the receipt of the request
ARM 17.24.403

YES

17.24.301, et seq., ARM 

Applicant Submits 
Application for a new 

permit

Submit Public 
Copy to County 

Courthouse
or other approved 

location
ARM 17.24.401(6)   

Applicant Submits 
Revised 

Application
ARM 17.24.404(2)(b)    

Deficiency Notice

DEQ shall notify the 
applicant in writing, listing 

the specific items not 
adequately addressed

ARM 17.24.401(2)

Deficiency Notice

DEQ shall notify the applicant 
in writing, setting forth the 

reasons why it is not 
acceptable

ARM 17.24.404(2)(a)

Written Findings
& EA/EIS

Development
Deadline = 45 days from 

Technical Adequacy 
Acceptablility 
Determination

ARM 17.24.405(1)(2)

Written Findings & 
Notice of Decision

ARM 17.24.405       

NO

ARM 17.24.301 thru     
17.24.401     

Written 
Findings & 
Notice of 
Decision

ARM 17.24.405    

Department 
Issues Permit

ARM 
17.24.405(7)(b)     

Written Request for 
Hearing (Appeal)

Deadline: 30 days from the 
Department’s decision

MCA 82-4-206

Written Request for 
Hearing (Appeal)

Deadline: 30 days from the 
Department’s decision

MCA 82-4-206

Reviewed/Updated: 02/2015


