
Summary of DEQ Bills 
Bill Number 
& Spronsor Short Title and Description 

HB 75  
Kendall  
Van Dyk 

Revise environmental rehabilitation and response account use - This legislation 
would allow DEQ to use ERRA to properly remove, recycle or dispose of solid 
wastes in certain circumstances.   
 

HB 98 
Dick Barrett 

Revise energy performance contracting for state buildings – Performance 
contracting is a mechanism to allow for a third party, such as an energy service 
company, to analyze facilities for energy savings, to renovate the facility using third 
party financing, and to recover costs through the energy savings from the project.  
While Montana state government can likely enter into performance contracts, it was 
not explicitly included in the initial legislation that established a process and 
provided authority for this specific method of financing energy projects.  This 
legislation would expressly add state government as an eligible entity; the existing 
energy performance contracting law, Title 90, Chapter 4, addresses schools and 
local governments.   By adding this financing method to the allowable options, it 
should be possible to complete more energy efficiency retrofits on state facilities 
each year, so energy cost savings would accrue faster. 
 

HB 153  
Betsy Hands 

Revise the Voluntary Cleanup and Redevelopment Act (VCRA)  - This 
legislation would allow the Department to stop reviewing plans if the applicant 
stops paying its invoices to the Department.  It addresses the impacts of failure of 
applicants to report additional contaminants in a timely fashion.  It also streamlines 
the VCRA process. 

SB 71  
Ron Erickson 

Revise orphan share and environmental quality protection fund laws - Last 
session, the legislature approved of state agencies using Orphan Share Account 
funds for remediation of contaminated state properties. This was in anticipation of 
DNRC’s liability at the Kalispell KRY site. This legislation would authorize a 
direct, one-time transfer for the biennium of up to $9,000,000 from Orphan Share 
account to EQPF for DNRC's share of remediation costs, thus eliminating 
unnecessary and costly transactions.   

SB 68  
David 
Wanzenried 

Roadkillcomposting – DEQ issues licenses to the Montana Department of 
Transportation (MDT) for road kill composting facilities. Composting has proven to 
be an efficient, cost-effective and environmentally benign method of dealing with 
road kill.  There are over a dozen MDT compost sites actively managed throughout 
Montana that both agencies hope to preserve and expand.   
 
This function may conflict with existing law that prohibits disposal of a dead animal 
within one mile of a residence unless the animal is burned or buried.  This bill 
would provide an additional exception that allows placement of the animal in a 
licensed composting facility. 
 
 



SB 95  
John 
Brueggeman 

Temporary nutrient criteria for discharge permits - The Department has been 
developing numeric nutrient water quality standards for nitrogen and phosphorus to 
protect recreation and fisheries uses in streams and rivers.   These standards have 
been requested by EPA since 1998 and may be very difficult for some communities 
to meet without very costly upgrades to their wastewater treatment plants.  This 
legislation provides DEQ with authority to grant variances from nutrient standards 
and gives it authority to establish specific procedures and criteria for these 
variances. 

SB 97  
David 
Wanzenried 

Revise petroleum tank release laws – This legislation would address underground 
petroleum storage tank construction requirements, amend the cap on the Petro Fund 
balance (but not increase the tax), offer incentives for tank owners to acquire 
insurance, and provide other housekeeping items. 

SB 101  
John 
Brueggeman 

Certification for wastewater collection system operators - In existing statutes, 
operators of public water treatment plants, water distribution systems, and 
wastewater treatment plants are required to be trained and certified to perform the 
necessary functions.  However, operators of wastewater collection systems are not 
certified.  This legislation would require the Department to provide certification for 
wastewater collection system operators and require that the approximately 30 
community public wastewater systems in Montana serving over 3,300 people 
employ a certified wastewater collection operator.   

SB 102  
John 
Brueggeman 

Revise public water supply laws - This legislation would provide clear authority 
for the Department to require at existing public water supply facilities the correction 
of deficiencies that have the potential to cause harm to public health or the 
environment.   

SB 147  
Bob Hawks 

Revise the Comprehensive Environmental Cleanup and Responsibility Act - 
This legislation would effect statutory changes necessary to implement a dozen or 
so improvements to the State Superfund Program recommended by EQC, the 
Legislative Audit Division and the Department.  These improvements would 
increase efficiency and facilitate more timely cleanup and cost recovery.   

 
 
 


