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From: Asbestos Control Program
To: DEQ Asbestos Online Submission Notice; 
Subject: FAQs, Inspections and Vermiculite
Date: Friday, November 18, 2011 4:52:20 PM


Last week's and this week's discussions have been on frequently asked 
questions, inspections, and vermiculite.


Frequently Asked Questions:


The ACP has added an additional "Contractor Frequently Asked Questions" 
link to the Contractor Information page at http://deq.mt.gov/Asbestos/
acpcntrctrfaq.mcpx. If you have other questions that are also frequently 
asked, feel free to E-mail them to the program at deqacponline@mt.gov.


Back to the Basics of Inspections:
 
In a recent conversation, it became evident to the ACP that it is important 
to address some basics related to inspection requirements in Montana.
 
ACP is working hard to get building permits and permitting departments to 
better address pre-renovation/demolition asbestos inspections in their 
permitting process. As a result, we have seen an increase in awareness 
from the general contractors as the correct message is being distributed to 
them prior to the receipt of a building permit.
 
Basics of inspection:
The new rule, like the “old rule,” and the NESHAP require that an asbestos 
inspection be completed prior to any and all renovation or demolition 
activities in or on any part of a facility (inside or out). You can find the 
definition for facility in  the NESHAP (http://tinyurl.com/3ql98qq). Montana 
has adopted the NESHAP by reference into its rules (See ARM 17.74.351). 
 
Also, in the Montana asbestos rules (old and new) are the requirements 
for inspections. The criteria for inspections are in Administrative Rule of 
Montana (ARM) 17.74.354(3)-(5). There is an inspection report which is 
also required in both the old and the new rules. The required parts of the 
report are listed in ARM 17.74.354(6). Become familiar with these because 
the inspection report (as described) is now required to be posted on site.
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Assumed ACM:
Only an inspector may “assume” that a material is asbestos, and may do 
so only in the course of an inspection as described above.  ACP has 
recognized that inspections and inspection reports were not always being 
done. The State of Montana requires them and offers little flexibility in the 
rule. Asbestos inspections must be done in order to make sure asbestos 
materials are correctly identified and properly handled. 
 
With this in mind, the single message that is coming out of ACP to general 
contractors is “Stop, Inspect, It’s the Law.” So far the ACP is pleased with 
the response to this simple message. This should keep inspectors busy.
 
Vermiculite:
EPA recommends that vermiculite insulation be excluded from 
sampling. Because of the likelihood of a false negative in analysis, EPA 
recommends all vermiculite insulation be considered to be ACM. This 
assumption does not preclude an actual inspection. The removal of 
vermiculite insulation from a facility would be a permit-required project, 
and a project requires an inspection and a report.
 
Remember: 


1.       All renovation or demolitions of facilities require an asbestos 
inspection;
2.       Asbestos inspections include an inspection report (see ARM 
17.74.354);
3.       Asbestos inspections must be posted on site;
4.       Only an inspector can assume a material is ACM, and may do so 
only in the course of an inspection; and
5.       Vermiculite does not require sampling or analysis, but should be 
considered ACM.


 
The new rules are out and effective as of October 27, 2011.
Call the program at 406-444-5300 or E-mail us at deqacponline@mt.gov if 
you have questions.
You can get a courtesy copy of the rules at http://deq.mt.gov/Asbestos/
docs/clccRules112011.pdf.
 
Have a great weekend!
Asbestos Control Program
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