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Imagine the result 

Ms. Laura Alvey         
Remediation Division 
Montana Department of Environmental Quality 
1100 N. Last Chance Gulch 
P.O. Box 200901 
Helena, MT  59620-0901 

Subject: 

Reclamation Activities Completion Report 
Silvertip Pipeline Incident Response 
Docket No. WQA-12-08 
Laurel, Montana 
 
Dear Ms. Alvey: 

This letter presents final documentation for the reclamation activities implemented by 

ExxonMobil Environmental Services Company (ExxonMobil) in vegetated areas that 

may have been disturbed by ExxonMobil Pipeline Company (EMPCo) during cleanup 

activities of the Silvertip Pipeline Incident Response. The reclamation activities were 

performed in accordance with the Framework Document for the Reclamation of 

Disturbed Vegetation (Framework Document, ARCADIS, September 24, 2011), 

Reclamation Summary Report (2011 Summary Report, ARCADIS, November 21, 

2011), and Scope of Work for Additional Reclamation of the B46/47 Area – Fall 2012 

(B46/47 Area SOW, ARCADIS, October 11, 2012). 

Most of the reclamation activities took place on State of Montana-owned land.  For 

these locations (i.e., zones), potentially affected areas were characterized in the fall 

of 2011 by teams consisting of State of Montana and ExxonMobil representatives.  

The teams determined the reclamation strategy at the time of characterization, 

agreed to the area (zones) to be reclaimed, assessed the area and adjacent areas to 

determine the type and approximate density of existing vegetation, and determined 

the appropriate seed mix to be used in the area.  The information collected during 

this field characterization effort was recorded on a Reclamation Field Form (RFF) 

that was approved by team representatives, as indicated by their signatures.  The 

forms for each zone within a segment were summarized and then compiled to 

comprise the Area Specific Reclamation Plans (ASRPs).  The reclamation actions 

prescribed by the ASRPs were implemented in the fall of 2011 and are detailed in the 

2011 Summary Report. 

In accordance with the Framework Document, teams consisting of State of Montana 

and ExxonMobil representatives revisited each zone in the summer of 2012 to 

determine whether the reclamation objectives had been met.  The Montana 

Department of Environmental Quality’s (MDEQ’s) contracted reclamation expert 
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Herrera, Inc. (Herrera) was responsible for the evaluation of whether reclamation 

objectives were met at 49 zones in Divisions A, B and C, with the exception of zones 

located in the Duck Creek public access area.  Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks 

(FWP) was responsible for the five zones located in the Duck Creek public access 

area. Of the 49 zones visited by ExxonMobil and Hererra in July 2012, 47 zones met 

the reclamation objectives and were approved by Herrera, as stated in Herrera’s 

Silvertip Pipeline Revegetation Oversight Final Report (Herrera, September 10, 

2012).  For the two remaining zones, Herrera and ExxonMobil representatives 

developed reclamation action plans.  The additional reclamation activities were 

conducted at the two remaining zones in the fall of 2012.  These locations were 

revisited and approved by Herrera and ExxonMobil representatives during July 2013.  

Table 1 (attached) provides the final approval date and the names of the State of 

Montana and ExxonMobil representatives who signed off (i.e., provided their 

approval) for each zone.   Final RFFs with approval signatures for all zones are 

included as Attachment A.    

Of the five zones visited by ExxonMobil and FWP in the Duck Creek public access 

area in July 2012, four zones met the reclamation objectives and were approved by 

FWP.  On July 11, 2012, ExxonMobil received an e-mail from the Montana Fish, 

Wildlife, and Parks (FWP) regarding the vegetative cover in a reclaimed area at the 

Duck Creek public access area (reclamation zone A29-RB-1S).  In response, 

ExxonMobil performed additional reclamation activities in this zone during the fall of 

2012, and continued monitoring and maintenance activities into the summer of 2013.  

FWP, Hererra and ExxonMobil representatives inspected the Duck Creek public 

access area on July 17, 2013 and all parties approved a “No Further Action 

Required” decision for reclamation activities in the zone (see Attachment B).    

A letter from the MDEQ to ExxonMobil dated September 12, 2012 indicated that the 

Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation (DNRC) was having 

difficulty managing unauthorized all-terrain vehicle (ATV) traffic/trails in the B46/47 

Area and requested ExxonMobil’s assistance with controlling the unauthorized 

activity and reclaiming active trails under provisions in the Administrative Order on 

Consent (Docket No, WQA-12-08).  The DNRC does not allow off-road driving or 

ATV use in the B46/47 Area. In response, ExxonMobil requested an onsite meeting 

with the MDEQ, DNRC, Herrera and ARCADIS on September 24, 2012 to review 

current site conditions and discuss a path forward for assisting the DNRC with 

controlling unauthorized off-road traffic and reclaiming active trails.  The B46/47 Area 

SOW was developed with input and recommendations from the MDEQ, DNRC, 

Herrera, ExxonMobil and ARCADIS, and was approved by all parties.  The B46/47 

Area SOW was implemented between October 29 and November 2, 2012 by DNRC 

field crews with oversight from Herrera and ARCADIS.  Upon completion and 
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inspection, all parties approved a “No Further Action Required” decision for 

reclamation activities in the B46/47 Area (see Attachment C). 

Reclamation activities related to the Silvertip Pipeline Incident Response are 
considered complete per the documentation and approval signatures provided 
herein.  Therefore, EMPCo respectfully requests the MDEQ’s formal close out of the 
reclamation zones and further reclamation activities. 
 

Please do not hesitate to contact me at 919.415.2287, if you have any questions or 
need additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 

ARCADIS 
 
 
 
Stephen P. Barrick, P.G. 
Senior Geologist / Program Manager 

Copies: 

Tom Henson, ExxonMobil Environmental Services Company 
Katherine Haque-Hausrath, MDEQ  
Joel Larkin, ExxonMobil Environmental Services Company  
Kevin Vaughan, ExxonMobil Corporation 
Bill Mercer, Holland & Hart, LLP 
Scott Davies, ARCADIS 
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Table 1

Silvertip Pipeline Incident Response
Laurel, Montana

Reclamation Acceptance Sign-Off

Zone Date Approved Montana Agency Representative ExxonMobil Representative

A11-LB-1-S 7/17/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

A12-LB-1-S 7/17/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

A12-LB-2-S 7/17/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

A12-LB-3-S 7/17/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

A12-LB-4-S 7/17/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

A12-RB-1-S 7/17/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

A13-LB-1-S 7/17/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

A13-LB-2-S 7/17/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

A14-LB-1-S 7/17/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

A14-RB-1-S 7/17/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

A15-RB-1-S 7/17/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

A17-RB-1-S 7/17/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

A21-IS-1-S 7/17/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

A22-IS-1-S 7/17/2013 Len Ballek (Herrera) Eric Lunin (ARCADIS)

A22-IS-2-S 7/17/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

A22-IS-3-S 7/17/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

A28-RB-1M 7/19/2012 Cleve Schuster (MT FWP) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

A28-RB-1S 7/19/2012 Cleve Schuster (MT FWP) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

A28-RB-2S 7/19/2012 Cleve Schuster (MT FWP) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

A28-RB-3S 7/19/2012 Cleve Schuster (MT FWP) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

A29-IS-1-S 7/17/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

A29-RB-1-S 7/17/2013 Cleve Schuster (MT FWP) Eric Lunin (ARCADIS)

B07-IS-1-S 7/17/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

B09-LB-1-S 7/17/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

B11-LB-1-S 7/17/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

B12-LB-1-S 7/17/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

B12-LB-2-S 7/17/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

B12-RB-1-S 7/17/2013 Len Ballek (Herrera) Eric Lunin (ARCADIS)

B12-RB-2-S 7/18/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

B12-RB-3-S 7/18/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

B14-RB-1-S 7/18/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

B18-IS-1-S 7/17/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

B18-IS-2-S 7/17/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

B19-IS-1-S 7/17/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

B27-RB-1-S 7/18/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

B27-RB-2-S 7/18/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

B42-IS-1-S 7/17/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

B42-IS-2-S 7/17/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

B46-RB-1-S 7/18/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

B46-RB-2-S 7/18/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

B46-RB-3-S 7/18/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

B46-RB-4-S 7/18/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

B46-RB-5-S 7/18/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

B47-RB-1-S 7/18/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

B47-RB-2-S 7/18/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

B47-RB-3-S 7/18/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

B47-RB-4-S 7/18/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

B47-RB-5-S 7/18/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

B47-RB-6-S 7/18/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

B47-RB-7-S 7/18/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

B47-RB-8-S 7/18/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

C08-LB-1-S 7/17/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

C08-LB-2-S 7/17/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

C44-RB-1-S 7/18/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera) Cynthia Fenter (ARCADIS)

Len Ballek (Herrera)

Cleve Schuster (MT FWP)

11/5/2012 Matt Wolcott (DNRC)

11/1/2012 Len Ballek (Herrera)

Eric Lunin (ARCADIS)Duck Creek Site

B46/B47 Area Stephen Barrick (ARCADIS)

7/17/2013

7/24/2013
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Attachment C 
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