
  OPENCUT PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS WHERE PUBLIC MEETING IS NOT REQUIRED Montana DEQ – Opencut Program  

NOTE: Timeframes may change due to delayed or inadequate response from applicant

Day 5 Day 30 from Complete Application Day 60

A
pp

lic
an

t/ 
C

us
to

m
er

P
ub

lic
 In

vo
lv

em
en

t
D

E
Q

Is application 
complete?

Acceptability 
Review

DEQ reviews application 
for acceptability, may 

request additional 
information, may inspect 

the proposed site,  
makes permit decision 

within 30 days
Deadline = 30 days
82-4-432(10) MCA

Applicant Submits 
Opencut Mining 

Date submitted: _______
82-4-432(1) & (2) MCA    

YES

NO

Completeness 
Review

Date Received:_______
Deadline = 5 working 

days from Date Received
82-4-432(4)(a)(i) MCA

Complete
DEQ notifies applicant that 
application is complete and 
posts application on DEQ 

website

Complete Date: _______
82-4-432(4)(d) MCA

Public Notice
Completed by Applicant 

within 15 days of 
completeness notification

82-4-432(5) MCA 

NO

Is application 
acceptable?

Applicant Submits 
Revised 

Application
Deadline = 1 year from 

deficiency notice
(DEQ has 10 working 

days to review response)
82-4-432(10)(b)     

MEPA Review
75-1-101 et seq, MCA       

Public Comment 
Period

82-4-432(4)(b)(iii) MCA

Public Meeting 
not required

82-4-432(9) MCA

Incomplete Letter

DEQ notifies applicant of 
incomplete application.  
Applicant has 1 year to 

respond
82-4-432(4)(c) MCA

Deficiency Notice

82-4-432(10) MCA

DEQ Issues Permit
and publishes on 

website
82-4-432(10)(c) 

MCA   
82-4-432(12) MCA     

YES

Appeal to 
BER

82-4-427 
MCA

Statute: Opencut Mining Act; 82-4-401, et seq., MCA 
Rule: Opencut Mining Act; 17.24.201, et seq., ARM  

Application

March 2010
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