
 OPENCUT PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS WHERE PUBLIC MEETING IS REQUIRED Montana DEQ – Opencut Program
NOTE: Timeframes may change due to delayed or inadequate response from applicant
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for acceptability, may 

request additional 
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accepts public comment, 
makes permit decision 
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Deadline = 30 days from 
closing date of the Public 
Meeting Request Period
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For 45 days after 

completeness 
notification, requests for 
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submitted to DEQ, 
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respond
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Date Received:_______
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Complete
DEQ notifies applicant that 
application is complete and 
posts application on DEQ 

website
Complete Date: _______

82-4-432(4)(d) MCA

Public Notice
Completed by Applicant 

within 15 days of 
completeness notification
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Is application 
acceptable?

Applicant Submits Revised 
Application

Deadline = 1 year from 
deficiency notice

(DEQ has 10-60 days to review 
response depending on 

extended review requirement)
82-4-432(10)(b) MCA

Deficiency Notice

82-4-432(10) MCA

Comment period 
82-4-432(9) MCA

MEPA Review
75-1-101 et seq, MCA       

Public Meeting

Held within 30 days of closing 
date of the Public Meeting 

Request Period
82-4-432(8) MCA
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Extended Review 
Required *

Substantial issues 
identified at Public 

Meeting not addressed 
in the proposed plan of 

operation
Deadline = 60-90 days 

from Public Meeting
MCA 82-4-439

82-4-439(2)(c) MCA

82-4-439(2)(d) MCA

Appeal to BER
82-4-427 MCA

Statute: Opencut Mining Act; 82-4-401, et seq., MCA
Rule: Opencut Mining Act; 17.24.201, et seq., ARM

Applicant Submits 
Opencut Mining 

Date submitted: ________
82-4-432(1) & (2) MCA     
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