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DEQ will schedule,
as part of the
Board's meeting
agenda, a request
to initiate
rulemaking that
must be approved
by the Board.

DEQ will formally
request the Board to
initiate rule making.

Prior to the rule
request being
scheduled, the DEQ
will prepare and
distribute a briefing
packet that will
include:

- the text of the
proposed rule or
rule amendment;

- an executive
summary that

‘ clearely explains the

intent of and the
need for the rule;

- a recommendation
whether or not a
public hearing on
the proposed rule

should be held.

1ST MEETING

The Board will
either grant or
deny the DEQ's
request.

If Rulemaking is
authorized, the
Board will
identify a
procedure.

HEARING
ANTICIPATED
OPTION

HEARING
OFFICER
OPTION

HEARING
OPTION

FOLLOW-UP ACTIONS

2ND MEETING

FOLLOW-UP ACTIONS

3RD MEETING

FOLLOW-UP ACTIONS

4TH MEETING

FOLLOW-UP ACTIONS

DEQ will publish notice of
the proposed rule in the next
Montana Administrative
Register (MAR). The notice
will provide a comment
period of not less than 30
days. DEQ will notify
interested parties of the rule
making procedings.

If no hearing is requested
during the 30 day comment
period, DEQ will summarize
the comments & provide the

summary to the Board 10

days prior to a subsequent

meeting.

If no hearing was requested
during the comment period,
the Board will consider
written comments, if any,
adopt the rule as proposed,
adopt the rule as modified,
or not adopt.

The Board will provide the
rationale for its decision.

If a hearing is requested,
the Board Chairperson will
initiate one of the other rule
procedures outlined below.

DEQ will publish notice of
the hearing in a subsequent
MAR, at least 20 to 25 days

prior to the hearing. The

notice will provide a
comment period of not less
than 30 days.

DEQ will notify interested
parties of the proposed rule

making proceedings.

The Hearing Officer will

conduct a hearing on the

proposed rule within the
comment period.

After the comment period
has closed, the Hearing
Officer will prepare a
summary of the comments
that:

- categorizes the commenits
by issue;

- indicates which comments
are substantive;

- offers proposed responses
for adopting and/or rejecting
the comments for each
substantive issue.

The Hearing Officer will mail
the summary to the Board at
least 14 days prior to the

next scheduled meeting.

The Board will review the

Hearing Officer Summary, and

may allow limited additional

comment on the summary from

those in attendance.

If few substantive issues are

raised by the comments, the
Board will adopt the rule as

proposed, adopt the rule as

modified, or not adopt. The

Board will provide the

rationale for its decision, and

no future Board action will
occur.

| The Hearing Officer or DEQ will
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DEQ will prepare a notice of
adoption based upon the

Board's decision and rationale,

including the approved

responses to comments, for the

Chairperson's signature. The

signed notice will then be filed

with the Secretary of State.

If the Board made a final

determination to adopt the rule

at the previous meeting, the

Hearing Officer or the DEQ will

prepare a notice of adoption,

with the approved responses to

comments, for the
Chairperson's signature.

file the signed notice with the
Secretary of State.

If many substantive issues
are raised by the comments,
the Board will make a
preliminary determination for
or against adoption of the
rules as proposed or
modified, and provide the
rationale for its decision.

If the Board only made a
preliminary determination at
the previous meeting, the
DEQ or the Hearing Officer
will prepare proposed
responses to the substantive
comments. DEQ will mail
these proposed responses
to the Board at least 14 days
prior to the next meeting.

The Board will make a final
determination for or against
adoption of the rules as

proposed or modified.

The Board will also either
approve the responses to
comment as proposed, or
modify the responses and
adopt them as modified.

DEQ will publish notice of
the hearing in a subsequent
MAR at least 20-25 days
prior to the hearing.

The notice will provide a
comment period of not less
than 30 days.

DEQ will notify interested

parties of proposed rule
making proceedings.
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The Board will conduct a
public hearing on the
proposed rule.

After the comment period
has closed, DEQ will
prepare a summary of the
comments that:

- categorizes the comments
by issue;
- indicates which comments
are substantive;

- if few substantive
comments are recieved,
offers proposed responses
for adopting and/or rejecting
the comments for each
substantive issue.

The Board will review the

summary of comments prepared

by the DEQ, and may allow

limited additional comment on

the summary from those in
attendance.

If few substantive issues are

raised by the comments, the
Board will adopt the rule as
proposed, adopt the rule as
modified, or not adopt. The

Board will provide the
rationale for its decision, and
no further Board action will
oceur.

DEQ will prepare a notice of
adoption based upon the
Board's decision and rationale,
including the approved
responses to comments, for the
Chairperson's signature. The
signed notice will then be filed
with the Secretary of State.

If the Board mé&de a final
determination to adopt the rule
at the previous meeting, the
DEQ will prepare a notice of
adoption, with the approved
responses to comments, for the
Chairperson's signature. The
DEQ will file the signed notice
with the Secretary of State.

DEQ will mail the st y
to the Board at least 14 days
prior to the next scheduled
meeting.

If many substantive issues
are raised by the comments,
the Board will make a
preliminary determination for
or against adoption of the
rules as proposed or
modified, and provide the
rationale for its decision.

If the Board only made only a
preliminary determination at
its previous meeting, the
DEQ will prepare proposed
responses to the substantive
comments. DEQ will mail
these proposed responses to
the Board at least 14 days
prior to the next meeting.

The Board will make a final
determination for or against
adoption of the rules as
proposed or modified.
The Board will also either
approve the responses to
comments as proposed, or
modify the responses and

adopt them as modified.

DEQ will prepare a notice of
adoption based upon the
Board's decision and rationale,
including the approved
responses to comments, for the
Chairperson's signature. The
signed notice will then be filed

with the Secretary of State.




