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Checklist for Identifying Wetlands & Wetland Impacts 
During the Subdivision Review Process (Wetland 

Checklist) 
Administrative Data 

 
Subdivision/Parcel:____________________________________________________   
-                                                                                                                                       

Completed by:                                                         Dept:                      - 

 
Evaluation date:                                            Site visit date:                                      -      
 

Location: Township             Range              Section (1/4 1/4)                     - 

 
GeoCode:                 -         -                 -         -                   Parcel#/Tax Id.                 -     
 
Physical Address:_______________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________               
-                                                                                                                       

 

 Wetland Checklist:  Pre Site Visit Survey 

Yes No 

The following questions should be answered prior to a site visit using publicly 
available tools. If the response to any of these questions is yes, it is possible that a 
wetland is present on the parcel and the Site Visit Survey portion of this checklist 
should be completed.  If no “Yes” answers, wetlands may still be present and 
wetlands should still be considered during the site visit. 

□ □ 

 
1.  Does the parcel or any adjacent parcels include U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
National Wetland Inventory (NWI) mapped wetlands? Refer to U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service National Wetlands Inventory maps (http://www.fws.gov/nwi/). 
 

□ □ 

 
2.  Does an aerial photo of the parcel or any adjacent parcels show surface water? 
Refer to current aerial photo of property and other maps including U.S. Geological 
Survey topographic maps and digital hydrography layers (http://nhd.usgs.gov/). 
 

□ □ 

 
3.  Is the parcel or any adjacent parcels located within the 100-year floodplain? Refer 
to current floodplain maps available through County floodplain administrators. 
 

□ □ 

 
4.  Are there any streams, canals, ditches, or drainages present on the parcel or any 
adjacent parcels? Refer to current aerial photo of property and other maps including U.S. 
Geological Survey topographic maps and digital hydrography layers (http://nhd.usgs.gov/). 
 

□ □ 

 
5.  Does the parcel or any adjacent parcels have hydric soils mapped?  Refer to the 
most current soil survey data available through the Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(http://soils.usda.gov/). 
 

□ □ 6. Is there documentation of shallow groundwater on the parcel, or any adjacent 
parcel?  Refer to groundwater data sets available from County Environmental Health 
Departments. 

http://www.fws.gov/nwi/
http://nhd.usgs.gov/
http://nhd.usgs.gov/
http://soils.usda.gov/
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Wetland Checklist: Site Visit Survey 

Wetland Indicators 

 

The following questions are for use during a site visit and will help determine if a 
wetland may be present at the parcel and if it is likely to be regulated by federal, 
state or local laws or regulations.  If you check “yes” for any wetland indicators 
below, seek assistance from either the local Army Corps of Engineers District 
Office (see Item 1 on Regulations Checklist) or recommend a formal delineation of 
the wetlands on the parcel be conducted by a wetland expert to ensure 
construction activities do not result in the placement of dredge or fill material in 
wetlands.  

Yes No Wetland Hydrology 

□ □  
7.  Is standing or flowing water observed at the parcel during the growing season? 

□ □ 8.  Is the soil waterlogged during the growing season? 
 

□ □ 9.  Are there water marks on any trees, shrubs, fencelines, buildings, etc.? 
 

□ □ 10.  Optional (if you have had wetland delineation training) are there any primary or 
secondary hydrology indicators present? 

  Wetland Vegetation 

□ □ 

 
11.  Does the parcel have plant communities that commonly occur in areas having 
standing water for part of the growing season (e.g. cattail marshes, sedges, 
bulrush, willows)?   

□ □  
12.  Are any of the plants shown in the guide to ‘Common Wetland Plants of 
Western Montana’ present? 

□ □ 

 
13.  If the parcel has been cleared of vegetation or mowed, are there adjacent 
areas that have plant communities or wetland plants connected to the parcel? 

 Wetland Soils 

□ □ 

 
14.  Does soil show any hydric indicators (consists of predominantly decomposed 
plant materials, thick layer of decomposing plant material on the surface, sulfur 
odor, or soil is bluish gray)? 

□ □ 15.  Is there standing water or is the soil surface either saturated or inundated? 

□ □ 16.  Are the soils wet at or near the surface during dry summer periods? 
 

 Wetland Functions and Values Checklist 

Yes No 

Complete the following questions if wetlands are present on the parcel based on 
one or more items checked in the ‘Wetland Indicators’ section above.  This section 
does not indicate if a wetland feature is protected under state or federal 
regulations, but can provide valuable information on wetlands resources in the 
County.  

□ □ 

 
17.  Is the wetland significantly altered (by grazing, tilling, erosion, water control 
structures, etc.)?  What is the nature of the alteration?  
 

□ □ 

 
18.  Are there significant wildlife values associated with the wetland (dense 
vegetation, multiple vegetation layers/heights, open water)? 
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□ □ 

 
19.  Is the wetland located along a stream channel or irrigated area and therefore 
functioning for water storage, sediment and nutrient filtering, or flood control? 
 

□ □ 

 
20.  Does the wetland provide recreational opportunities (fishing, hunting, hiking, 
birding, aesthetic value)? 
 

 Wetland Impact Checklist 

Yes No 

Complete the following questions if wetlands are present on the parcel based on 
one or more items checked in the wetland indicators section above.  This section 
will help determine if impacts to wetlands are likely to occur as a result of the 
proposed project and which local, state or federal regulations may apply.  Each 
question in this section references a potentially applicable local, state, or federal 
regulation.  These regulations are described in an accompanying table.  If the 
answer to any of these questions is yes, the associated Regulations Table item 
should be evaluated to determine if the regulation applies to the situation. 

□ □ 

 
21.  Is there a wetland in the proposed construction area?  If yes, a wetland 
delineation should be performed by a trained professional.  The delineation will 
need to be submitted to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers office for review. 
 

□ □ 

 
22.  Does the wetland area appear to be impacted by the proposed construction 
activities?  If yes, a wetland delineation, performed by a trained professional 
should be requested.  The delineation will need to be submitted to the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers office for review and a permit or other authorization may be 
required (see Regulations Table Items 1, 4, 5, 6, 9, 12, 13, and 14).   
 

□ □ 

 
23.  Is stormwater directly or indirectly, during or after construction, proposed to be 
discharged into any stream or wetland or any ditch draining into a stream or 
wetland?  If yes, a permit may be required (see Regulations Table Items 12, 15 
and 16). 
 

□ □ 

 
24.  Are proposed septic systems located in or within 50 feet of wetland areas?  If 
yes, potential impacts to wetlands should be considered (see Regulations Table 
Items 7 and 8). 
 

□ □ 25. Are proposed wells located in or within 50 feet of wetland areas? If yes, 
potential impacts to wetlands should be considered (see Regulations Table Item 
11). 
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		Checklist for Identifying Wetlands & Wetland Impacts During the Subdivision Review Process (Wetland Checklist)



		

		Administrative Data



		

		Subdivision/Parcel:____________________________________________________                                                                                                                                             -                                                                                                                                                                                



		

		Completed by:                                                         Dept:                      -



		

		Evaluation date:                                            Site visit date:                                      -                                            



		

		Location: Township             Range              Section (1/4 1/4)                     -



		

		GeoCode:                 -         -                 -         -                   Parcel#/Tax Id.                 -                              



		

		Physical Address:_______________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________                                                                                                       -                                                                                                                      



		

		



		

		Wetland Checklist:  Pre Site Visit Survey



		Yes

		No

		The following questions should be answered prior to a site visit using publicly available tools. If the response to any of these questions is yes, it is possible that a wetland is present on the parcel and the Site Visit Survey portion of this checklist should be completed.  If no “Yes” answers, wetlands may still be present and wetlands should still be considered during the site visit.



		□

		□

		1.  Does the parcel or any adjacent parcels include U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service National Wetland Inventory (NWI) mapped wetlands? Refer to U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service National Wetlands Inventory maps (http://www.fws.gov/nwi/).





		□

		□

		2.  Does an aerial photo of the parcel or any adjacent parcels show surface water? Refer to current aerial photo of property and other maps including U.S. Geological Survey topographic maps and digital hydrography layers (http://nhd.usgs.gov/).






		□

		□

		3.  Is the parcel or any adjacent parcels located within the 100-year floodplain? Refer to current floodplain maps available through County floodplain administrators.





		□

		□

		4.  Are there any streams, canals, ditches, or drainages present on the parcel or any adjacent parcels? Refer to current aerial photo of property and other maps including U.S. Geological Survey topographic maps and digital hydrography layers (http://nhd.usgs.gov/).





		□

		□

		5.  Does the parcel or any adjacent parcels have hydric soils mapped?  Refer to the most current soil survey data available through the Natural Resources Conservation Service (http://soils.usda.gov/).





		□

		□

		6. Is there documentation of shallow groundwater on the parcel, or any adjacent parcel?  Refer to groundwater data sets available from County Environmental Health Departments.





		

		Wetland Checklist: Site Visit Survey



		

		Wetland Indicators



		

		The following questions are for use during a site visit and will help determine if a wetland may be present at the parcel and if it is likely to be regulated by federal, state or local laws or regulations.  If you check “yes” for any wetland indicators below, seek assistance from either the local Army Corps of Engineers District Office (see Item 1 on Regulations Checklist) or recommend a formal delineation of the wetlands on the parcel be conducted by a wetland expert to ensure construction activities do not result in the placement of dredge or fill material in wetlands. 



		Yes

		No

		Wetland Hydrology



		□

		□

		7.  Is standing or flowing water observed at the parcel during the growing season?



		□

		□

		8.  Is the soil waterlogged during the growing season?






		□

		□

		9.  Are there water marks on any trees, shrubs, fencelines, buildings, etc.?






		□

		□

		10.  Optional (if you have had wetland delineation training) are there any primary or secondary hydrology indicators present?



		

		

		Wetland Vegetation



		□

		□

		11.  Does the parcel have plant communities that commonly occur in areas having standing water for part of the growing season (e.g. cattail marshes, sedges, bulrush, willows)?  



		□

		□

		12.  Are any of the plants shown in the guide to ‘Common Wetland Plants of Western Montana’ present?



		□

		□

		13.  If the parcel has been cleared of vegetation or mowed, are there adjacent areas that have plant communities or wetland plants connected to the parcel?



		

		Wetland Soils



		□

		□

		14.  Does soil show any hydric indicators (consists of predominantly decomposed plant materials, thick layer of decomposing plant material on the surface, sulfur odor, or soil is bluish gray)?



		□

		□

		15.  Is there standing water or is the soil surface either saturated or inundated?



		□

		□

		16.  Are the soils wet at or near the surface during dry summer periods?





		

		Wetland Functions and Values Checklist



		Yes

		No

		Complete the following questions if wetlands are present on the parcel based on one or more items checked in the ‘Wetland Indicators’ section above.  This section does not indicate if a wetland feature is protected under state or federal regulations, but can provide valuable information on wetlands resources in the County. 



		□

		□

		17.  Is the wetland significantly altered (by grazing, tilling, erosion, water control structures, etc.)?  What is the nature of the alteration? 






		□

		□

		18.  Are there significant wildlife values associated with the wetland (dense vegetation, multiple vegetation layers/heights, open water)?





		□

		□

		19.  Is the wetland located along a stream channel or irrigated area and therefore functioning for water storage, sediment and nutrient filtering, or flood control?





		□

		□

		20.  Does the wetland provide recreational opportunities (fishing, hunting, hiking, birding, aesthetic value)?






		

		Wetland Impact Checklist



		Yes

		No

		Complete the following questions if wetlands are present on the parcel based on one or more items checked in the wetland indicators section above.  This section will help determine if impacts to wetlands are likely to occur as a result of the proposed project and which local, state or federal regulations may apply.  Each question in this section references a potentially applicable local, state, or federal regulation.  These regulations are described in an accompanying table.  If the answer to any of these questions is yes, the associated Regulations Table item should be evaluated to determine if the regulation applies to the situation.



		□

		□

		21.  Is there a wetland in the proposed construction area?  If yes, a wetland delineation should be performed by a trained professional.  The delineation will need to be submitted to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers office for review.





		□

		□

		22.  Does the wetland area appear to be impacted by the proposed construction activities?  If yes, a wetland delineation, performed by a trained professional should be requested.  The delineation will need to be submitted to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers office for review and a permit or other authorization may be required (see Regulations Table Items 1, 4, 5, 6, 9, 12, 13, and 14).  





		□

		□

		23.  Is stormwater directly or indirectly, during or after construction, proposed to be discharged into any stream or wetland or any ditch draining into a stream or wetland?  If yes, a permit may be required (see Regulations Table Items 12, 15 and 16).






		□

		□

		24.  Are proposed septic systems located in or within 50 feet of wetland areas?  If yes, potential impacts to wetlands should be considered (see Regulations Table Items 7 and 8).






		□

		□

		25. Are proposed wells located in or within 50 feet of wetland areas? If yes, potential impacts to wetlands should be considered (see Regulations Table Item 11).
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	Text4: The Checklist for Subdivision Review was developed by Geum Environmental, Inc. and provided to the Wetland Program as an example local planners can use for determining if wetlands present within the project area, have the potential to be impacted and require further review under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.


