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Montana Wetlands Council 
Public Education and Professional Training Working Group Meeting Notes 

 
Meeting 3/27/2009 

10:00 am – 11:45 am 
 

General Information:  If you are in Helena and can come to the DEQ building, room 233 has been 
reserved.  If you are unable to attend in person please use the following call in numbers. 
 
In Helena:  444-7958   

Pass Code:  6312 
Outside Helena:  1-888-224-5892   

Pass Code:  6312 
 
In preparation for the meeting please think of wetland education and professional training needs for your 
organization, organizations you deal with and others in the state and also potential opportunities where 
wetland education can be done or professional training opportunities exist. 
 
10:00-10:10:   Meeting purpose;  

Steve - Identify current wetland education and training needs in Montana; Identify 
current wetland education and training taking place in Montana; Identify potential 
wetland education and training opportunities in Montana; Use these to draft a work plan 
for 2009; Use the needs/ opportunities to develop a grant proposal for EPA 2009 
Wetland Development Grant 

 
Introductions and brief overview of your interest/ experience with wetland education 
Attending: Janet Bender-Keigely (MT Watercourse), Larry Urban (MDT), Cat McIntyre 

(MT NHP), Kristy Zhinin (MT DEQ, MWCC), Steve Carpenedo (MT DEQ)  
 
10:10-10:15:   Overview of Wetland Education and Training Strategic Directions (SD)  

 Steve - Briefly outlined strategic directions 1 & 2, and the components that are relative 
to the purpose of the PE/PT working group.  This included SD#1 Part A and D; and SD 
#2 Parts A, B, and D. 

 
10:15-10:50:   Talk on this subject lasted until an extra hour with many good suggestions on different 

projects for the working group to pursue as part of their 2009 (and beyond) work plan, 
potential projects to target for grant funding, and different organizations and associations 
that could use wetland and riparian training. (Please fill in with other information and 
comments that I may have missed under any of these sections.) 

 
Public Wetland education/training needs:  
SD #1-A 
- Need to develop information as to what actions can be taken once and educational 

outreach program has been started (in particular the Flathead Valley Outreach 
Program) 

- Use of Non-natives in restoration and landscaping 
  
SD #1-D 
- There is a need to develop a scientific committee to maintain consistency and 

accuracy in language used and the information provided through outreach 
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campaigns.  An example was provided as to misinformation on control of 
mosquitoes and west Nile virus and the effect it had on draining wetlands.  This 
topic was brought up several times for both the public education as well as the 
professional training.  It was identified that there is necessary to have a proper range 
of people on this committee, the US Army Corps of Engineers and MT FWP were 
specifically mentioned. Also Gov Riparian Task Force member. 

 
Potential public wetland education/training opportunities: 
- Develop and Implement training or short seminars on what people can do on their 

properties and give over a series of evenings.  Potentially partner with one local or 
county government to do these trainings as a beginning. (SD 1A)  Patty Mason 
Flathead Audubon/Flathead Lakers (The development portion is an applicable 
project for an EPA 104(b)3 Grant.) 

- Support/Partner Watershed Education Network (SD 1A) 
- Support/Partner with Clark Fork Watershed Education Program  Indicator Program 

(CF WEP) (SD 1A) 
- Support/Partner Montana Watercourse (SD 1A) 
- Coordinate with MWCC on projects such as incorporating wetlands into watershed 

plans.(SD 1A) 
- Support mechanism to Governor’s Riparian Taskforce as Scientific Staff (SD 1D) 
- Montana Natural Resources Youth Camp July 12th – 17th, 2009.  Potential way to 

have a field session with youth 14-18 years old, near unique Bandy ranch and 
Intermontane Pothole wetland complex. 

 
Professional Training Needs: 
- Funding (in particular for Realtors trainings, but applicable to all, consistent funding 

for professional trainings) 
- Developing a continuing educational credit program (Primarily for wetland and 

ecological professionals that are conducting wetland analysis and delineations, and 
possibly establishing a method for including it in a recertification program for 
realtors, contractors, Montana Society of Professional Engineers- have a committee 
to review and approve continuing education courses) (applicable project for an EPA 
104(b)3 Grant) 

- Training specifically on use of non-natives (Montana Nursery and Landscape 
Association) 

- Watershed Groups (specifically on wetlands; aside from Spring Training) 
- Periodic updates on regulations regarding wetlands and a way to disseminate them 

(This can be done via the wetlands clearinghouse and the quarterly wetland 
newsletter distributed by DEQ’s wetland program need to have a way to get this 
information out either through quarterly newsletter, or list serve, need to get 
targeted audiences on the list serve if go this route.) 

- Montana needs to develop a state wetlands delineator certification program – tie this 
in through CEU classes (This is one area talked about to target in the next EPA 
104(B)3 grant RFP). 

 
Opportunities to Provide Professional Training Sessions on Wetlands/Riparian 
Areas: 
- Montana Association of Realtors (Watercourse has done realtor trainings and is 

participating in 4/4 training in Billings, has no $ and should develop self sustaining 
projects, hence continuing education credits in which realtors pay for classes as part 
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of their requirement for realtors licenses); Montana Small Acres Team, project in 
development? 

- Montana Contractors Association Annual Meeting (missed meeting Jan 7-9, 2009; 
contact Keith Ouzts,  keith@mtagc.org) 

- Montana Nursery and Landscape Association (next meeting Jan 7th – 9th, 2010) 
- Montana Soil and Water Conservation Society, last meeting in Jan, 2009 (Janet 

offered to call and who their audience is.  Potentially Conservation Districts and 
Extension Offices) Audience changes depending on the annual conference theme.  
Often attracts CD’s, Extension agents, professionals, university staff, agencies, etc. 
New director is Kit Sutherland - Hamilton, 406/363-1444 ext 118. 

- Montana Association of Conservation District (Next meeting Nov. 18th – 19th, 2009) 
- Montana Association of Counties (Next Meeting Sept. 20th – 24th, 2009) 
- Montana Association of Planners (Next Meeting in Red Lodge Date?, this may be a 

good training to pursue as the necessary 2nd training (SD#2A), the planner from 
Red Lodge was at the AMFM meeting and expressed interest in another training 
especially in Red Lodge) 

- Montana League of Cities and Towns(next meeting Oct. 7th-9th, 2009) 
- Montana Extension Service (“promoting Healthy, Thriving Communities, May 12th-

13th, 2009) 
- Montana Builders Association (meeting Date) 
 

10:50-11:00:   Other topics (?) 
- It was also discussed about the possibilities of bringing national conferences to 

Montana to help increase the exposure of wetland and riparian programs in 
Montana. 

o Society of Wetland Scientists was proposed; currently there is no Rocky 
Mountain Chapter so this is not possible. 

o MDT talked about two separate conferences (Larry, can you include more 
information regarding both of these conferences) 

 International Conference on Ecology and Transportation (ICOET) – 
This conference is held every two years at a different location to 
discuss a broad range of ecological issues (wildlife, wetlands, etc.) as 
they relate to surface transportation development around the world. 
The website for this conference is: http://www.icoet.net/ 

 National Mitigation Banking Conference – This conference focuses on 
issues pertaining to mitigation banking for wetlands, stream 
restoration, habitat conservation, and the emerging market of carbon 
sequestration.  There are discussions held at each conference by the 
Corps and EPA on current regulations and changes in the laws 
regulating wetlands, sessions for just regulators and agencies, field 
trips to wetland mitigation sites and other natural habitats, and 
presentations on different topics as it relates to wetland and habitat 
conservation banking. It is held annually across the country at different 
locations.  This year’s conference is in Salt Lake City, May 4th – 8th. 
Website: 
http://www.mitigationbankingconference.com/mitigation_overview.ht
m 

 

mailto:kathy@mtagc.org
http://www.icoet.net/
http://www.mitigationbankingconference.com/mitigation_overview.htm
http://www.mitigationbankingconference.com/mitigation_overview.htm
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- There is also a need to get more involvement in the Public Education and Professional 
Training Working group.  The following people were mentioned, please add other 
people you think we should contact. 

o Bob Sanders, Ducks Unlimited 
o USFWS Partners for Fish & Wildlife (Jim Stutzman) 
o Mark Oakie, 319 Group in Eastern Montana 
o Tribal Representation (Clint Folden, CSKT was asked to participate, others?) 
o FWP (I contacted Tom Palmer and he can’t) 
o NRCS (Pete Husby was contacted, can’t) 

 
  Date for next meeting 

- To be determined 
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Montana Wetlands Council

Public Education and Professional Training Working Group Meeting Notes

Meeting 3/27/2009


10:00 am – 11:45 am


General Information:  If you are in Helena and can come to the DEQ building, room 233 has been reserved.  If you are unable to attend in person please use the following call in numbers.

In Helena:  444-7958  

Pass Code:  6312


Outside Helena:  1-888-224-5892  

Pass Code:  6312


In preparation for the meeting please think of wetland education and professional training needs for your organization, organizations you deal with and others in the state and also potential opportunities where wetland education can be done or professional training opportunities exist.


10:00-10:10:  
Meeting purpose; 


Steve - Identify current wetland education and training needs in Montana; Identify current wetland education and training taking place in Montana; Identify potential wetland education and training opportunities in Montana; Use these to draft a work plan for 2009; Use the needs/ opportunities to develop a grant proposal for EPA 2009 Wetland Development Grant


Introductions and brief overview of your interest/ experience with wetland education


Attending: Janet Bender-Keigely (MT Watercourse), Larry Urban (MDT), Cat McIntyre (MT NHP), Kristy Zhinin (MT DEQ, MWCC), Steve Carpenedo (MT DEQ) 

10:10-10:15:  
Overview of Wetland Education and Training Strategic Directions (SD)


 Steve - Briefly outlined strategic directions 1 & 2, and the components that are relative to the purpose of the PE/PT working group.  This included SD#1 Part A and D; and SD #2 Parts A, B, and D.

10:15-10:50:  
Talk on this subject lasted until an extra hour with many good suggestions on different projects for the working group to pursue as part of their 2009 (and beyond) work plan, potential projects to target for grant funding, and different organizations and associations that could use wetland and riparian training. (Please fill in with other information and comments that I may have missed under any of these sections.)

Public Wetland education/training needs: 


SD #1-A

· Need to develop information as to what actions can be taken once and educational outreach program has been started (in particular the Flathead Valley Outreach Program)

· Use of Non-natives in restoration and landscaping

SD #1-D

· There is a need to develop a scientific committee to maintain consistency and accuracy in language used and the information provided through outreach campaigns.  An example was provided as to misinformation on control of mosquitoes and west Nile virus and the effect it had on draining wetlands.  This topic was brought up several times for both the public education as well as the professional training.  It was identified that there is necessary to have a proper range of people on this committee, the US Army Corps of Engineers and MT FWP were specifically mentioned. Also Gov Riparian Task Force member.

Potential public wetland education/training opportunities:

· Develop and Implement training or short seminars on what people can do on their properties and give over a series of evenings.  Potentially partner with one local or county government to do these trainings as a beginning. (SD 1A)  Patty Mason Flathead Audubon/Flathead Lakers (The development portion is an applicable project for an EPA 104(b)3 Grant.)

· Support/Partner Watershed Education Network (SD 1A)


· Support/Partner with Clark Fork Watershed Education Program  Indicator Program (CF WEP) (SD 1A)

· Support/Partner Montana Watercourse (SD 1A)

· Coordinate with MWCC on projects such as incorporating wetlands into watershed plans.(SD 1A)

· Support mechanism to Governor’s Riparian Taskforce as Scientific Staff (SD 1D)


· Montana Natural Resources Youth Camp July 12th – 17th, 2009.  Potential way to have a field session with youth 14-18 years old, near unique Bandy ranch and Intermontane Pothole wetland complex.

Professional Training Needs:

· Funding (in particular for Realtors trainings, but applicable to all, consistent funding for professional trainings)

· Developing a continuing educational credit program (Primarily for wetland and ecological professionals that are conducting wetland analysis and delineations, and possibly establishing a method for including it in a recertification program for realtors, contractors, Montana Society of Professional Engineers- have a committee to review and approve continuing education courses) (applicable project for an EPA 104(b)3 Grant)

· Training specifically on use of non-natives (Montana Nursery and Landscape Association)


· Watershed Groups (specifically on wetlands; aside from Spring Training)


· Periodic updates on regulations regarding wetlands and a way to disseminate them (This can be done via the wetlands clearinghouse and the quarterly wetland newsletter distributed by DEQ’s wetland program need to have a way to get this information out either through quarterly newsletter, or list serve, need to get targeted audiences on the list serve if go this route.)

· Montana needs to develop a state wetlands delineator certification program – tie this in through CEU classes (This is one area talked about to target in the next EPA 104(B)3 grant RFP).

Opportunities to Provide Professional Training Sessions on Wetlands/Riparian Areas:

· Montana Association of Realtors (Watercourse has done realtor trainings and is participating in 4/4 training in Billings, has no $ and should develop self sustaining projects, hence continuing education credits in which realtors pay for classes as part of their requirement for realtors licenses); Montana Small Acres Team, project in development?

· Montana Contractors Association Annual Meeting (missed meeting Jan 7-9, 2009; contact Keith Ouzts,  keith@mtagc.org)

· Montana Nursery and Landscape Association (next meeting Jan 7th – 9th, 2010)

· Montana Soil and Water Conservation Society, last meeting in Jan, 2009 (Janet offered to call and who their audience is.  Potentially Conservation Districts and Extension Offices) Audience changes depending on the annual conference theme.  Often attracts CD’s, Extension agents, professionals, university staff, agencies, etc. New director is Kit Sutherland - Hamilton, 406/363-1444 ext 118.

· Montana Association of Conservation District (Next meeting Nov. 18th – 19th, 2009)

· Montana Association of Counties (Next Meeting Sept. 20th – 24th, 2009)


· Montana Association of Planners (Next Meeting in Red Lodge Date?, this may be a good training to pursue as the necessary 2nd training (SD#2A), the planner from Red Lodge was at the AMFM meeting and expressed interest in another training especially in Red Lodge)


· Montana League of Cities and Towns(next meeting Oct. 7th-9th, 2009)


· Montana Extension Service (“promoting Healthy, Thriving Communities, May 12th-13th, 2009)


· Montana Builders Association (meeting Date)

10:50-11:00:  
Other topics (?)


· It was also discussed about the possibilities of bringing national conferences to Montana to help increase the exposure of wetland and riparian programs in Montana.


· Society of Wetland Scientists was proposed; currently there is no Rocky Mountain Chapter so this is not possible.


· MDT talked about two separate conferences (Larry, can you include more information regarding both of these conferences)

· International Conference on Ecology and Transportation (ICOET) – This conference is held every two years at a different location to discuss a broad range of ecological issues (wildlife, wetlands, etc.) as they relate to surface transportation development around the world. The website for this conference is: http://www.icoet.net/

· National Mitigation Banking Conference – This conference focuses on issues pertaining to mitigation banking for wetlands, stream restoration, habitat conservation, and the emerging market of carbon sequestration.  There are discussions held at each conference by the Corps and EPA on current regulations and changes in the laws regulating wetlands, sessions for just regulators and agencies, field trips to wetland mitigation sites and other natural habitats, and presentations on different topics as it relates to wetland and habitat conservation banking. It is held annually across the country at different locations.  This year’s conference is in Salt Lake City, May 4th – 8th. Website: http://www.mitigationbankingconference.com/mitigation_overview.htm

· There is also a need to get more involvement in the Public Education and Professional Training Working group.  The following people were mentioned, please add other people you think we should contact.


· Bob Sanders, Ducks Unlimited


· USFWS Partners for Fish & Wildlife (Jim Stutzman)

· Mark Oakie, 319 Group in Eastern Montana


· Tribal Representation (Clint Folden, CSKT was asked to participate, others?)

· FWP (I contacted Tom Palmer and he can’t)

· NRCS (Pete Husby was contacted, can’t)



Date for next meeting


· To be determined
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