MAPPING, MONITORING AND ASSESSMENT WORKGROUP MEETING
October 7, 2008, 10 AM
Remember to have your computer on and the email announcing the conference call
open; you will click on “Enter SharePlus” to allow my computer screen to be seen
on yours (maybe!)
AGENDA

10:00 a.m. Introductions, purpose of the call

10:10 Update on monitoring and assessment projects (Linda Vance, Mary
Clare Weatherwax)

10:20 Update on the Wetland and Riparian Mapping Center and additional
1980s-era NWI digital maps (Linda Vance, Sean Fields).

10:30 Organization of the workgroup (all)
e One workgroup or two?
e Charge to the group: Draft monitoring and assessment strategy
e General structure: large group, or core group with advisory group
input or ??
e Membership

10:50 Decide on action items

10:55 Adjourn



MAPPING, MONITORING AND ASSESSMENT WORKGROUP MEETING
October 7, 2008, 10 AM

CALL NOTES

Present: Linda Vance and Karen Newlon, MTNHP; Lynda Saul, Steve Carpenedo and
Alejandra Maldonado, DEQ; Mike Philbin, BLM; Mary Manning, USFS; Sean Fields,
USFWS; Mary Clare Weatherwax, Blackfeet Nation

Purpose of the call. Linda Vance gave an overview of the genesis of the Mapping,
Monitoring and Assessment Workgroup (MMAWG). The workgroup is mandated by the
Montana Wetland Council’s Strategic Framework for Wetland and Riparian Area
Conservation and Protection (http://www.deg.mt.gov/wqinfo/Wetlands/StrategicPlan08-
12.pdf). The purpose of this call was to discuss options for an organization structure,
membership, and direction for the Workgroup.

Update on Monitoring and Assessment Projects. Mary Clare Weatherwax and Linda
Vance updated call participants on the newest round of EPA grants, which included
grants to the MTNHP and the Blackfeet Nation to carry out the first stage of a rotating
basin assessment strategy in the Milk, Marias and St. Mary’s subbasins. This will be a 3-
tiered assessment (Level I=GIS, Level 1I=Rapid Assessment, and Level Ill, Intensive
Assessments) using tools developed by the EPA and MTNHP. One goal will be to
coordinate this effort with other assessment projects, such as MTNHP’s annual watershed
assessments for the BLM. There was discussion of tools and methods; Mike Philbin nted
that while the BLM has to use PFC methods, they are not precluded from using other
methods as well. Linda noted that MTNHP used PFC and MTNHP’s own rapid
“Montana Ecological Integrity Assessment” in the Centennial Valley this summer, and
compared the MT-EIA and the MT DEQ Rapid Assessment Method as part of
developing a reference network in the Prairie Pothole and Rocky Mountain Front areas.

One important part of the new EPA workplan for MTNHP is to lead the development,
along with the Workgroup, of a draft Montana Wetland Monitoring and Assessment
Strategy. Lynda Saul noted that this is extremely timely, given that the DEQ’s Water
Quality branch has just commissioned a broad Water Quality Assessment and Monitoring
Strategy for Montana. There will be ongoing discussion with DEQ about the relationship
between those two efforts.

Update on Wetland Mapping Projects. Linda showed participants a map of current
wetland mapping, including areas that were recently digitized from original NWI
imagery. She asked Sean if the map accurately represented the recent digitizing he
commissioned, and he indicated it did not. Since the call, this has been corrected. NRIS
has posted the not-quite-complete set of maps on its website, and since the call Linda has
notified Gerry Daumiller of NRIS that we have a better version available. Until the NRIS


http://www.deq.mt.gov/wqinfo/Wetlands/StrategicPlan08-12.pdf
http://www.deq.mt.gov/wqinfo/Wetlands/StrategicPlan08-12.pdf

site has been updated, the complete set of NWI-approved maps can be downloaded from
ftp://nris.mt.gov/VANCE/NWI.

There was some discussion of how to serve out new wetland and riparian maps given 1)
the delay in final QA/QC at the USFWS and 2) the current inability of the NWI to
display riparian maps. Sean agreed to nudge the USFWS Regional Coordinator. Linda is
looking into creating pdfs of new maps as they are completed, and is working to have
riparian maps integrated into the MTNHP Tracker website.

Organization of the Workgroup We discussed whether the workgroup should be a
single group dealing with both mapping and monitoring or two separate groups. Most
participants had an interest in both topics, and thought it would be most efficient to have
a single group, noting that the agenda for each meeting could be adjusted to allow people
to participate only in those meetings or portions of the meeting that most affected them.
Mary Manning suggested that other people in her organization would probably want to
attend calls dealing with specific topics, so this would be the best approach. Lynda Saul
and Mike Philbin agreed this would work best for them. There was general consensus
that the “one-workgroup” approach was best.

We also talked about the charge to develop a draft Wetland Monitoring and Assessment
Strategy, and went over the steps involved in that, reviewing the EPA document on
elements of a monitoring strategy. Participants were in agreement that this was an
appropriate task for the Workgroup.

We moved onto the discussion of membership. It was broadly agreed that the group
would be most effective if it was small, although we wanted it to be representative of the
diverse interests represented on the Montana Wetland Council. Linda noted that Larry
Urban of the MDT had planned to participate, but had been unable to due to a conflict.
One of the issues concerned representation from the private sector. Mike Philbin pointed
out that if we invited a specific consultant or consultants to join the Workgroup, the BLM
and other federal agencies could be in a conflict of interest situation if they ever wanted
to award a contract. We discussed setting up an advisory group or panel that would be
open to all interested parties, while keeping the core planning group small with
representation from agencies (BLM, USFWS, USFS, DEQ, DNRC, FWP), universities
(MTNHP-U of M), non-profits (TNC?) and tribes (Blackfeet, CSK, ??). This issue will
be raised at the MWC meeting on October 22

Action items Linda agreed to check on the mapping status (done), compile meeting
notes (done) and prepare to report out at the MWC meeting. Sean agreed to follow up
with the USFWS about the QA/QC bottleneck.

Meeting adjourned at 10:55
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Present: Linda Vance and Karen Newlon, MTNHP; Lynda Saul, Steve Carpenedo and Alejandra Maldonado, DEQ; Mike Philbin, BLM; Mary Manning, USFS; Sean Fields, USFWS; Mary Clare Weatherwax, Blackfeet Nation


Purpose of the call.  Linda Vance gave an overview of the genesis of the Mapping, Monitoring and Assessment Workgroup (MMAWG). The workgroup is mandated by the Montana Wetland Council’s Strategic Framework for Wetland and Riparian Area Conservation and Protection (http://www.deq.mt.gov/wqinfo/Wetlands/StrategicPlan08-12.pdf).  The purpose of this call was to discuss options for an organization structure, membership, and direction for the Workgroup.


Update on Monitoring and Assessment Projects.  Mary Clare Weatherwax and Linda Vance updated call participants on the newest round of EPA grants, which included grants to the MTNHP and the Blackfeet Nation to carry out the first stage of a rotating basin assessment strategy in the Milk, Marias and St. Mary’s subbasins. This will be a 3-tiered assessment (Level I=GIS, Level II=Rapid Assessment, and Level III, Intensive Assessments) using tools developed by the EPA and MTNHP.  One goal will be to coordinate this effort with other assessment projects, such as MTNHP’s annual watershed assessments for the BLM.  There was discussion of tools and methods; Mike Philbin nted that while the BLM has to use PFC methods, they are not precluded from using other methods as well. Linda noted that MTNHP used PFC and MTNHP’s own  rapid “Montana Ecological Integrity Assessment” in the Centennial Valley this summer, and compared the MT-EIA and the MT DEQ Rapid Assessment Method as part of developing a reference network in the Prairie Pothole and Rocky Mountain Front areas.

One important part of the new EPA workplan for MTNHP is to lead the development, along with the Workgroup, of a draft Montana Wetland Monitoring and Assessment Strategy. Lynda Saul noted that this is extremely timely, given that the DEQ’s Water Quality branch has just commissioned a broad Water Quality Assessment and Monitoring Strategy for Montana.  There will be ongoing discussion with DEQ about the relationship between those two efforts.

Update on Wetland Mapping Projects.  Linda showed participants a map of current wetland mapping, including areas that were recently digitized from original NWI imagery. She asked Sean if the map accurately represented the recent digitizing he commissioned, and he indicated it did not.  Since the call, this has been corrected.  NRIS has posted the not-quite-complete set of maps on its website, and since the call Linda has notified Gerry Daumiller of NRIS that we have a better version available. Until the NRIS site has been updated, the complete set of NWI-approved maps can be downloaded from ftp://nris.mt.gov/VANCE/NWI.  


There was some discussion of how to serve out new wetland and riparian maps given 1) the delay in final QA/QC at the USFWS and 2) the current inability of the NWI to display riparian maps.  Sean agreed to nudge the USFWS Regional Coordinator. Linda is looking into creating pdfs of new maps as they are completed, and is working to have riparian maps integrated into the MTNHP Tracker website.


Organization of the Workgroup  We discussed whether the workgroup should be a single group dealing with both mapping and monitoring or two separate groups.  Most participants had an interest in both topics, and thought it would be most efficient to have a single group, noting that the agenda for each meeting could be adjusted to allow people to participate only in those meetings or portions of the meeting that most affected them. Mary Manning suggested that other people in her organization would probably want to attend calls dealing with specific topics, so this would be the best approach. Lynda Saul and Mike Philbin agreed this would work best for them. There was general consensus that the “one-workgroup” approach was best.


We also talked about the charge to develop a draft Wetland Monitoring and Assessment Strategy, and went over the steps involved in that, reviewing the EPA document on elements of a monitoring strategy.  Participants were in agreement that this was an appropriate task for the Workgroup.

We moved onto the discussion of membership. It was broadly agreed that the group would be most effective if it was small, although we wanted it to be representative of the diverse interests represented on the Montana Wetland Council. Linda noted that Larry Urban of the MDT had planned to participate, but had been unable to due to a conflict.  One of the issues concerned representation from the private sector.  Mike Philbin pointed out that if we invited a specific consultant or consultants to join the Workgroup, the BLM and other federal agencies could be in a conflict of interest situation if they ever wanted to award a contract.  We discussed setting up an advisory group or panel that would be open to all interested parties, while keeping the core planning group small with representation from agencies (BLM, USFWS, USFS, DEQ, DNRC, FWP), universities (MTNHP-U of M), non-profits (TNC?) and tribes (Blackfeet, CSK, ??).  This issue will be raised at the MWC meeting on October 22

Action items   Linda agreed to check on the mapping status (done), compile meeting notes (done) and prepare to report out at the MWC meeting.  Sean agreed to follow up with the USFWS about the QA/QC bottleneck.  


Meeting adjourned at 10:55 
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