




















































Letters of Support 



Montana Department of Environmental Quality  
Attn: Dean Yashan  
Watershed Protection Bureau  
PO Box 200901  
Helena, MT 59620  
 
October 30, 2019 

 
Letter of Support for the Bitter Root Water Forum's 2019 319 Nonpoint Source  

Project Funding Proposal: Revegetate the Valley 

 

Dear Mr Yashan,  
 

As the owners of Oxbow Cattle Company and the landowners with the good fortune to work with 
the Bitter Root Water Forum on a fencing and revegetation project along Miller Creek, we are 
writing in support of BRWF’s application to “Revegetate the Valley” and do more on the ground 
restoration work with other landowners in the Bitterroot. 
 

Our number one priority at Oxbow Cattle Company is to take care of the land. Since we began 
leasing this portion of Miller Creek in 2014, we have wanted to improve Miller Creek, but it was not 
our decision to do so as we did not own it. In March of 2017, that all changed when we had the 
opportunity to purchase this land that has almost two miles of Miller Creek running through it, until 
it flows into the Bitterroot. All of our dreams on how to restore this used and abused section of 
Miller Creek became possible. We just so happened to be lucky enough that our goals and the DEQ 
timeline happened to coincide in 2018, otherwise we’d still be behind in our efforts. 
 

We understand the importance of intact healthy riparian areas and the amount of life they support.  

The partnership with the Bitter Root Water Forum and this grant allowed us to begin repairing this 
riparian area  in shorter order as opposed to gradually achieving this over many years. This 
partnership allowed the creek to start its healing process in 2018 along the majority of it rather 
than a tiny section in 2018 and then another tiny section in 2019, etc. It will allow the stream to 
have a chance to be healed in our lifetime rather than possibly taking numerous lifetimes.   
 

We don’t want others to lose the opportunity to begin riparian restoration on their properties 
because the DEQ funding cycle doesn't match up with their timeline.  We know there are plenty of 
other farmers and  ranchers in the Bitterroot Valley who would benefit from riparian restoration 
projects, and trusting BRWF to find them on a timeline that works for landowners will be of great 
benefit to our watershed, which in turn will benefit everyone!  Thank you for your consideration. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Bart Morris 

Oxbow Cattle Company 
 



Montana Department of Environmental Quality 
Attn: Dean Yashan 

Watershed Protection Bureau 
PO Box 200901 

Helena, MT 59620 
Letter of Support for the Bitter Root Water Forum's 2019 319 Nonpoint Source 

Project Funding Proposal: Revegetate the Valley 
 
Dear Mr Yashan, 
 
 As a former Forest Service hydrologist and Bitter Root Water Forum (BRWF) board member, I have 
seen and worked on many sediment-producing sites, with diverse causes and a range of water-
quality effects.  Our native soils tend to be easily eroded if vegetation is removed or sparse, and 
unstable stream banks related to agricultural use are common.  The pertinent Total Maximum Daily 
Load (TMDL) assessments for the Bitter Root watershed point out many stream and river reaches 
that are currently not supporting their designated beneficial uses due to excess sediment 
loads.  Many reaches are also experiencing temperature and nutrient effects from human activities 
as well.   
 
The BRWF is making substantial progress in reducing these non-point source pollutants with 
riparian fencing, streambank revegetation and bio-engineering treatments.  These treatments tend 
to be relatively easy to design and implement, and are generally (thankfully) non-
controversial.  However, the amount of administrative, design and implementation time needed to 
tackle these sites one at a time leads to inefficiencies and higher costs per unit of treatment. 
Additionally, the turnaround time between when a landowner is interested in exploring a river 
restoration project and when the funds are available so that the project can actually be built can be 
up to two years. Trying to match landowner interest and funding availability up can be challenging 
for everyone involved. 
 
With the recent proposal of using the Bitter Root River watershed as a “pilot project” with a more 
accessible “stream” of funding, there is an opportunity to create a more efficient pipeline for these 
types of projects.  By funding a programmatic approach to developing and implementing projects in 
priority watersheds, the rate of progress and associated TMDL implementation can be increased 
along with the associated benefits to both the community and stream ecosystems. 
I fully support the BRWF “Revegetate the Valley” proposal for the reasons above.  It is a relatively 
simple way to gain flexibility and efficiency in addressing some common water quality problems in 
our watershed.   
  
Sincerely, 
Ed Snook 
Hydrologist, Bitterroot National Forest (Retired) 
Landowner, past BRWF bank stabilization project 
BRWF board member 

 



Montana Department of Environmental Quality  

Attn: Dean Yashan  

Watershed Protection Bureau  

PO Box 200901  

Helena, MT 59620  

 

Letter of Support for the Bitter Root Water Forum's 2019 319 Nonpoint Source  

Project Funding Proposal: Revegetate the Valley 

 

Dear Mr. Yashan,  

 

I am writing to express my support for the Bitter Root Water Forum’s (BRWF) Revegetate the Valley grant proposal. I 

have been a dedicated volunteer for with the BRWF for several years, and during this time, I have helped with 

monitoring and maintenance of several riparian fencing and revegetation projects. I am a member of a team of reliable 

and committed volunteers who regularly donate our time to ensure the success of BRWF’s restoration projects. We do 

this, not only because we understand the importance of restoring streamside vegetation here in the Bitterroot Valley, 

but there is a shared value amongst volunteers that the fragile beauty of our landscape and waterways must be 

continually nurtured and protected.  

In returning to restoration sites for monitoring and maintenance year after year, I have personally seen the changes that 

these projects bring about. It is very rewarding to see the positive impact we can have on our streams, and the help we 

can provide to these landowners who strive to be responsible stewards of their land. 

My experiences working with several successful fencing and revegetation projects at locations that extend from the 

Miller Creek property near Missoula to several sites especially along the East Fork of the Bitterroot River, without 

question gives me confidence that BRWF can get the job done. Looking forward, I know there are many more 

opportunities for similar projects up and down the Bitterroot Valley, and that these activities would bring about great 

benefits to our watershed and all associated riparian areas. I, along with my fellow volunteers, look forward to 

continuing to participate in these very important projects! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Frank Pelfrey 







Montana Department of Environmental Quality  
Attn: Dean Yashan  
Watershed Protection Bureau  
PO Box 200901  
Helena, MT 59620  
 

Letter of Support for the Bitter Root Water Forum's 2019 319 Nonpoint Source  

Project Funding Proposal: Revegetation at Skalkaho Bend Park  

 

Dear Mr Yashan,  
 
The Bitterroot Audubon Society wishes to express its support of the Bitter Root Water Forum’s 
riparian revegetation project at the future Skalkaho Bend Park. This project comprises a significant 
effort towards our organizational priorities, including offering educational programs and field trips 
to the public, advocating for the conservation of wildlife and their habitats, and participating in 
local and national-scale conservation projects.  

 

Members of the Bitterroot Audubon Society, as well as other community members, have enjoyed 
spotting the 84 species of birds which call Hamilton’s River Park home. This park is directly 
adjacent to the site of this project at Skalkaho Bend Park, but this area currently represents a desert 
for bird and other wildlife species; the construction of the proposed vegetated swale will enhance 
connectivity of crucial riparian habitat. Concordantly, this project will yield significant 
improvements to fish habitat via lowered stream temperatures, prevention of excessive erosion, 
and woody debris accumulation on-site and downstream, resulting in multifold benefits to avian 
species. 

 

The Bitterroot Audubon Society has worked with the Bitter Root Water Forum in rebuilding 
riparian areas and improving wildlife habitat in the past, and these experiences lend confidence 
that they will complete this project in and effective and tactful manner. We are pleased to our 
support as a project partner, including contributing volunteers and offering advice in the creation 
of interpretive signage at the restoration site.  
 

The maintenance of environmental health must ultimately be a social endeavor, and thus we deeply 
value spaces where people can interact with, appreciate, and learn about nature; the restoration 
and preservation of this land as a publicly available space is paramount to this goal. In particular, 
we look forward to utilizing the restored Skalkaho Bend Park as a resource for our education 
programs, field trips, and citizen science programs. Furthermore, we believe the addition of the 
proposed vegetated swale will increase the park’s aesthetic value significantly. 
 

Thank you for your consideration of the Bitter Root Water Forum’s restoration project at Skalkaho 
Bend Park and of the additional interests of the Bitterroot Audubon Society which this project 
addresses. We believe the outcomes of this project will prove truly invaluable to our ecosystem and 
community and an honorable investment of DEQ Funds. 
 

Sincerely. 
 

Becky Peters 
President, Bitterroot Audubon Society 









Maps, Designs, Other Attachments 








































































