






















 

 
1101  11th Ave 
Helena, MT 59601 
 

 
Phone:  (406) 454-0056 

mrcdc@macdnet.org 
www.MissouriRiverCouncil.info 

 
 
September 20, 2016 
 
Montana Department of Environmental Quality 
Attn: Robert Ray 
Watershed Protection Section 
1520 East Sixth Avenue 
Helena, MT 59620-0901 
 
Re: Letter of Support for the Ranching for Rivers 319 Proposal 
 
Dear Mr. Ray, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Missouri River Conservation Districts Council (MRCDC) to extend our support for the Soil 
and Water Conservation Districts of Montana’s (SWCDM) application for funding to expand the Ranching for Rivers 
cost-share program to landowners throughout Montana. 
 
The Missouri River Conservation Districts Council (MRCDC) is a coalition of 15 conservation districts along the 
mainstem of the Missouri River that is dedicated to coordinating and implementing natural resource projects across 
political boundaries. The Council is devoted to a future where conservation of the Missouri River’s natural resources is 
accomplished through grassroots collaboration, education, incentives, and voluntary action. 
 
The Ranching for Rivers program is a perfect example of voluntary conservation efforts benefiting the natural resources 
of Montana. The pilot project conducted in 2016 demonstrated the willingness of landowners to actively engage in 
riparian area management, and the number of inquiries for the project funds demonstrated the need for this type of cost-
share assistance throughout the state. Having cost-share funding available through a simple process allows landowners to 
build critical infrastructure in a timely manner and speeds the conservation benefits. Additionally, local projects attract 
attention and provide learning opportunities for other landowners to see how implementation of best management 
practices can improve the environment and their own livestock operation. 
 
Montana’s rivers are a treasure to its citizens and the many recreationalists that visit our state each year. Expansion of the 
Ranching for Rivers program has the potential to improve riparian vegetation, decrease sedimentation and bank erosion, 
and improve habitat for wildlife, on many miles of rivers and streams. Providing opportunities for landowners to continue 
with their livelihood, while simultaneously protecting natural resources is critical to the sustainability of Montana’s 
economy and the conservation ethic of people. 
 
The MRCDC believes that locally led efforts are the best efforts to conserve and protect the landscape of Montana, and 
fully supports the Ranching for Rivers proposal by SWCDM. We look forward to the natural resource benefits produced 
through these projects, and the expansion of voluntary conservation implementation in Montana.   
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Rachel Frost, Coordinator 
Missouri River Conservation Districts Council 
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