


















Musselshell Watershed Coalition 
P.O. Box 118 
Winnett, MT 59087 
 
11 August 2016 
 
Montana Department of Environmental Quality 
Attn: Robert Ray 
Watershed Protection Section 
1520 East Sixth Avenue 
Helena, MT 59620-0901 
 
Re: Letter of Support for the 319 Water Quality Mini-Grants Proposal 
 
Dear Mr. Ray, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Musselshell Watershed Coalition to extend our support for the Soil and 
Water Conservation Districts of Montana’s (SWCDM) application for funding to provide the Water 
Quality Mini-Grants program to support nonpoint source education and outreach across Montana. 
 
The Musselshell Watershed Coalition is a partnership of individuals, organizations, and agencies 
working collaboratively towards whole basin management on the Musselshell River. The 
coalition has a three-part goal to achieve a desirable quality of life for water users, the residents of 
the Musselshell Valley, and the river itself. Goal 1: Water Quantity – Meet decreed and contract 
water rights obligations by sustaining sufficient water in the Musselshell through cooperative flow 
management and a well-maintained irrigation infrastructure system. Goal 2: Water Quality – 
Proactively work with State agencies to meet State Water Standards using a volunteer local 
approach. Goal 3: Provide Governance, Planning & Outreach for the Coalition. 
 
Water Quality Mini-grants are awarded to organizations such as schools, nonprofit organizations, 
conservation districts, volunteer groups, etc., to provide up to $2,000 to fund education and outreach 
projects addressing nonpoint source pollution to waterbodies. These grants have a fast turnaround 
time, enabling organizations to get their projects on the ground quickly. Projects funded in the past 
include: citizen-based monitoring programs, water events and tours, youth education programs or 
events, production of newsletters and other media, education curriculums, and more. 
 
We were awarded a Water Quality Mini-Grant in the spring of 2016. These funds supported the efforts 
of our Big Sky Watershed Corps member in coordinating the Musselshell River citizen-based volunteer 
salinity monitoring project, delivering watershed educational presentations to elementary and high 
school students, and supplementing salinity sampling equipment maintenance costs. 
 
We fully support the Water Quality Mini-Grant proposal by SWCDM, and feel certain this project will 
directly result in increased benefits to Montana’s watersheds. 
 
Sincerely, 
Laura Nowlin 
MWC Coordinator 
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