





























Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks September 23, 2016
3201 Spurgin Road
Missoula, MT 59804

Montana Department of Environmental Quality
319 Non Point Source Funding Program

1520 E. 6™ Ave

Helena, MT 59620

RE: Blackfoot River Watershed 319 Non Point Source Funding Request
Dear 319 Program Review Members:

This letter is written in support of the 319 grant application submitted by the Blackfoot
Challenge and partners. The two streams (Poorman Creek and Nevada Creek) mentioned in this
grant application support important fisheries and both are TMDL impaired. These important
projects detailed within the application are also collaborative effort between many partners
including private landowners, the Big Blackfoot Chapter of Trout Unlimited, Montana Fish,
Wildlife & Parks (MTFWP), USFS, Blackfoot Challenge and the USFWS Partners for Fish and
Wildlife Program.

The proposed projects will correct severe erosion problem on streams native trout, including
westslope cutthroat trout and bull trout as well as sport fisheries. If funded, the work will
complement numerous efforts in the Blackfoot Watershed during the past 29 years and this
watershed wide, community-based conservation and restoration effort.

Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks has been involved with guiding the restoration effort in the
Blackfoot since its inception and we support these projects in that they will address sediment and
other aquatic impairment impacting native trout populations. Furthermore both projects plan to
employ restoration methods consistent with natural channel design.

I encourage your strong consideration of this proposal and please don’t hesitate to contact me if
you have questions or need additional information.

Thank you for your consideration.

Ron Pierce
Fisheries Biologist
542-5532
rpierce@mt.gov



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Montana Partners for Fish & Wildlife
POB 66
Ovando, MT 59854
September 21, 2016

Montana Department of Environmental Quality
319 Non Point Source Funding Program

1520 E. 6™ Ave

Helena, MT 59620

RE: Blackfoot River Watershed 319 Non Point Source Funding Request
Dear 319 Program Review Members:

This letter is written in support of the 319 grant application submitted by the Blackfoot Challenge and
partners. The projects detailed within the application are a collaborative effort between many partners
including private landowners, BBCTU, Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (MTFWP), USFS, Blackfoot
Challenge and the USFWS Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program.

The proposed projects will complement the many efforts in the Blackfoot Watershed over the past 29
years and this watershed wide, community based conservation and restoration effort has resulted in
population increases of almost 800% for westslope cutthroat and bull trout in comparison to baseline
numbers, the strongest indicator we have for the health of our watershed.

The Partners for Fish and Wildlife has a long history of working with private landowners and other
partners collaborating to restore the cold water fishery of the important tributaries feeding the Blackfoot
River. We support the proposed projects in that we will be able to continue our efforts of restoring native
trout by addressing limiting factors within the watershed by working with committed landowners.

I encourage your strong consideration of this proposal and please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have
questions or need additional information.

Thanks for your consideration.

Sincerely,
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Greg Neudecker, State Coordinator



Garnet Mountains Property Owners Association

PO Box 122
Helmville, MT 59843
http://gmpoa.net

board@gmpoa.net

September 25, 2016

Ms. Jennifer Schoonen
Water Steward
Blackfoot Challenge
Ovando, MT

Dear Jennifer,

The Garnet Mountains Homeowners Association is ready to proceed with the restoration of
beaver ponds along Chimney Creek as it passes through our 9000-acre tract. The former owner,
Marvin Brown of Billings, has donated the "park™ along the creek and its tributaries to the

homeowners association. We are excited and hope to begin the construction of dams next spring
or summer.

Thank you so much for your guidance and assistance as we begin to engage in this project.

Sincerely,

Virginia Causey, Board Member
Garnet Mountains Homeowners Association



USDA United States Forest Service  Helena — Lewis and Clark 1569 Highway 200
ﬁ Department of Agriculture National Forest Lincoln, MT 59639
Lincoln Ranger District (406) 362-7000

Date: September 23, 2016

Mr. Robert Ray and the 319 Agency Review Panel
Montana Department of Environmental Quality
Nonpoint Source Program

P.O. Box 200901

1520 6™ Avenue

Helena, Montana 59620-0901

Dear Mr. Ray and Panel Review Members,
RE: Poorman Creek Placer Restoration Project 319 Proposal

The Helena National Forest has been working with The Big Blackfoot Chapter of Trout Unlimited and Montana
Fish, Wildlife and Parks in a comprehensive effort to improve native fish habitat, correct connectivity issues,
and reduce anthropomorphic sediment delivery to streams and rivers in the upper Blackfoot drainage. One of
the current projects that | would like to offer support for that we are working with our partners above as well as
Lewis and Clark County and DNRC is a project approximately 1,000 feet in length on Poorman Creek.
Restoration on this reach of Poorman Creek and the adjacent floodplain and riparian area focuses on a reach
severely impaired from placer mining operations. The large piles of placer rock that incise the stream channel
would be moved to a repository off the floodplain, in-channel, riparian habitat and floodplain function would be
restored or enhanced, and large woody debris is proposed to be added to the area. The goal is to provide for a
dynamically stable stream channel configuration in the project area. This reach is particularly important in that
it represents a stronghold in Poorman for native bull and westslope cutthroat trout.

As mentioned above, habitat conditions would be improved by the project using large woody debris made
available from the removal and recontouring of placer piles would be incorporated into instream habitat used to
enhance a key bull trout habitat component. Placement of log complexes simulating those in nearby reference
reaches would create complex habitat, increase pool habitat and natural channel dynamics. Additionally the
creation of a floodplain through removal of placer waste rock, currently nonexistent in places, will benefit the
drainage’s hydrology, downstream landowners, and the transportation system in the area.

We also plan to address all impairments in the project area including an undersized culverts acting as a barrier
for fish passage. Substantial work on a major tributary partnering with BBCTU has been completed in the South
Fork Poorman drainage that removed the road from the riparian area, which eliminated fords and major
sediment sources. Other on-going and planned work in the area that compliment this project includes obtaining
instream water reservations on tributaries of Poorman as well as Poorman Creek itself and the Helena-Lewis
and Clark Forest has placed the Poorman Creek drainage on the priority list for decommissioning and storage of
roads identified through Travel Planning. These efforts combined with this proposed project address the most
significant sources of nonpoint source pollution within the Poorman Creek watershed as identified in the 2004
Blackfoot Headwaters Planning Area Water Quality and Habitat Restoration Plan and TMDL for Sediment,
including flow and habitat alterations, riparian degradation, siltation, in-stream flows, removal of fish passage
barriers and the restoration of placer mined reaches of the stream in a cost effective manner.
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Thank you for your consideration and support of this proposed project that will help increase the quality,
quantity, and security of habitat available to native fish and will help towards removing Poorman Creek from
the Impaired Waters List. If you have questions about the elements of this project that benefits resources in the
Blackfoot River drainage, please contact Ryen Neudecker of BBCTU at 406.240.4824, Dave Callery, Forest
Hydrologist at 406.495.3710 or myself at 406.362.4034.

&m?i“ o e

GEORGE LIKNES
Aquatic Program Leader
Helena — Lewis and Clark National Forest

cc: Ryen. Neudecker, Big Blackfoot Chapter Trout Unlimited

Scoping Notice for the Snowbank Lake Project | 2



From: him5761 [mailto:hIm5761@blackfoot.net]
Sent: Monday, September 26, 2016 10:30 AM

To: Ryen Neudecker

Subject: Re: Support for the Nevada Creek project

Wade and Diana Stitt are greatly appreciative of all efforts involved in the Nevada Creek Restoration
project. We support the restoration of Nevada Creek on our property in S10, T12 N, R10 W.

On 2016-09-23 07:27, Ryen Neudecker wrote:

> Hi Wade & Diana-

>

> Thanks for working with us on restoring Nevada Creek. We are looking
> forward to completing phase 2 and appreciate all the time you have
> spent with us already developing that project. As | mentioned, a
> potential funding source is requesting a letter stating that the

> landowner is supportive of restoring Nevada Creek so if you could
> reply back verifying your interest, that would be appreciated.

>

> Thanks again! Always great to work with you.

>

> Sincerely,

>

> Ryen

>

> Ryen Neudecker

> Big Blackfoot Chapter of Trout Unlimited

> 406.240.4824

> http://bbctu.org

> ryen@montanatu.org
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POORMAN CREEK-STREAM MILE 8
PLACER MINE RECLAMATION & STREAM RESTORATION

PROJECT LOCATION

LOCATED IN HELENA NATIONAL FOREST, NEAR STREAM MILE 8 OF POORMAN CREEK

NEAR LINCOLN, MONTANA

PROJECT CENTROID: LATITUDE = 46° 52' 37" NORTH; LONGITUDE = 112° 35' 04" WEST

PROJECT SPONSOR: LEWIS & CLARK COUNTY, HELENA NATIONAL FOREST, & BIG
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2017 NEVADA CREEK RESTORATION PROJECT

PROPOSED GRAZING MANAGEMENT PLAN

A detailed grazing management plan will be developed with the landowner that meet the overall goals of the
project including water quality, bank stability, fish habitat, and agricultural production. Resource concerns
associated with livestock will be addressed through a variety of facilitating practices such as a riparian buffer,
exclusion fence, and alternative stockwater system. Phase | of the plan will include complete grazing exclusion
to allow riparian vegetation to establish and streambanks to stabilize (~10 yrs). Phase 11 of the plan would allow
for periodic, short-duration grazing to manage noxious weeds and maintain plant vigor. Phase Il requires
consultation with all partners to clarify project objectives, grazing triggers, and desired conditions. The grazing
plan will focus primarily on the riparian corridor, however partners will strive to work with the landowner on
grazing management alternatives in the uplands.

GRAZING OBJECTIVES

Implement a sustainable grazing management plan to maintain and enhance riparian functions on
Nevada Creek including water quality, fish habitat, channel stability and temperature.

Provide alternative water sources and utilize fencing to minimize livestock dependence/access to the
stream channel.

Manage for the establishment of shrubs along the streambanks to increase summer shade, winter
thermal cover, habitat, and channel stability, as well as provide a wind break for adjacent pastures.
Manage for dense vegetation within the riparian corridor to filter nutrients and sediment from the
uplands before entering the stream.

Exclude livestock from the stream corridor until shrubs establish and banks stabilize.

Maintain or decrease the width/depth ratio of the restored stream channel over time.




APPENDIX A
NEVADA CREEK - GRAZING MANAGEMENT PLAN

Landowner: Wade Stitt Date: October 1, 2010
Partners: Big Blackfoot Chapter of Trout Unlimited (BBCTU) Assisted by: Brad Weltzien
Blackfoot Challenge (BC)
US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks (MTFWP)
Montana Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ)
North Powell Conservation District (NPCD)

INTRODUCTION:

This plan is Appendix A to the overall agreement between the Landowner and BBCTU dated September 15, 2010. The
overall project is based on the improvement of fisheries values and water quality on about 4,400 feet of stream channel,
while maintaining agricultural production on the property. This grazing plan outlines the facilitating practices and
management actions necessary to achieve the overall project objectives within the riparian corridor. The Landowner is
strongly encouraged to work with partners on a property-wide grazing management plan in the future.

BACKGROUND:

Due to the historic loss of riparian shrubs, the stream banks were extremely unstable resulting in significant annual soil
loss, an over-widened stream channel, reduced fish habitat, elevated stream temperatures, and a disconnect between the
stream and floodplain. The overall project is designed to address each of these elements. In the past, Nevada Creek was
located within one grazing unit. Approximately, 60 animal units grazed the field up to three times per year from spring to
fall. Primary water sources were Nevada Creek and open irrigation ditches. Presently, the Landowner grazes about 50-60
pairs annually. The alfalfa field to the north of the stream is grazed in the fall after haying, while the small fields adjacent
to Braziel Creek are used for calving and feeding during the winter. In order to achieve project objectives, the Landowner
has agreed to exclude the stream project reach for the life of the project. It is the hope of Partners that the Landowner will
continue to maintain this narrow riparian corridor beyond the life of the agreement, however that will be the decision of
the landowner at that time.

PROJECT OBJECTIVES:

Implement a sustainable grazing management plan to enhance and maintain riparian functions on
Nevada Creek including fish habitat, water quality, temperature, and channel stability.

o Provide alternative water sources and utilize fencing to minimize livestock dependence/access to the
stream channel.

e Manage for the establishment of shrubs along the streambanks to increase summer shade, winter
thermal cover, habitat, and channel stability, as well as provide a wind break for adjacent pastures.

o Manage for dense vegetation within the riparian corridor to filter nutrients and sediment from the
uplands before entering the stream.

o Exclude livestock from the stream corridor until shrubs establish and banks stabilize.

e Maintain or decrease the width/depth ratio of the restored stream channel over time.

FACILITATING PRACTICES:

Management Unit - Riparian Buffer

This grazing plan focuses on the riparian corridor totaling approximately 5 acres. Due to the limited acreage available for
the Landowner’s livestock operation a relatively small riparian buffer was negotiated. This unit extends approximately 30
feet from the high water mark on the north of the stream and approximately 20 feet from the high water mark on the south
of the stream.

Stockwater



Surface Water — It was determined that a developed stockwater system was not needed in adjacent pastures at this
time. Water sources include open irrigation ditches and surface water in numerous depressions south of the
stream. Chicken Creek is available to the north of the stream.
Riparian Fence
The Landowner shall install a functional fence of his choice on both sides of the stream in order to exclude livestock from
the project area during Phase 1.
North Fence: The fence will be located at least 30 feet from the high water mark.
South Fence: The fence will be located at least 20 feet from the high water mark.

MANAGEMENT:
Grazing Prescription
Phase 1:

Allow riparian shrubs to establish and stream banks to stabilize following restoration work.

Exclude livestock from the project area for a minimum of 5 years or until stream channel can sustain light
grazing.

Landowner and Partner Agencies will jointly evaluate the site after 5 years to determine if the stream channel
is stable and riparian shrubs have established successfully enough to withstand light grazing. If the stream
channel and vegetation targets have not been met, Phase | will continue for an agreed upon time.

Partners will establish monitoring cross-sections and/or photo-points at permanent stations to determine the
overall recovery of the stream and riparian corridor over time.

Phase 2:

Continue to allow stream banks to stabilize and riparian vegetation to establish and expand.

Utilize short duration and light grazing to control weeds and maintain plant vigor without significantly
compromising channel dimensions and riparian health.

During light grazing, the hoof sheer threshold along banks shall be less than 15% and the browse threshold on
shrubs shall be less than 15%. Livestock shall be removed from the riparian corridor before thresholds are
met.

The Landowner and Partners will work closely to monitor grazing and estimate hoof sheer and browse levels
within the riparian corridor.

The Landowner and Partners will assess the first year of grazing by comparing existing conditions to baseline
monitoring data. Adjustments will be made to thresholds as needed to continue to achieve the overall project
goals.

Contingency Plan

In cases where stockwater is not available in adjacent pastures, the livestock crossing on the west end of the stream reach
may be utilized as a water gap with appropriate fencing to manage livestock access. This point is not intended to be a
permanent water source, but may be used during emergencies if needed. In such cases, the Landowner shall communicate
with Partners about the situation.

Maintenance

e The landowner shall be responsible for maintaining the project including the fences and management system for a
period of 20 years.

e Over the course of the agreement it is likely a cow or two will get through the riparian fence. In such a case, it is the
responsibility of the Landowner to remove the animal(s) as soon as possible.

Any amendments to this plan shall be documented in writing, signed by all parties, and attached.
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POORMAN CREEK-STREAM MILE 8
PLACER MINE RECLAMATION & STREAM RESTORATION

PROJECT LOCATION
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