Montana Department \
of Environmental Quality

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION OF CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION

CITY OF GREAT FALLS, MONTANA

WATER TREATMENT PLANT IMPROVEMENTS

3 FEBRUARY 2016

The Montana Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) has reviewed the above-named project.
The project consists of several upgrades for the City of Great Falls water treatment plant, including:
a chemical feed and ultraviolet light disinfection building, a water storage surge tank, an electrical
room addition and associated yard piping upgrades. All work will take place within the boundaries
of the existing water treatment plant site (maps available on DEQ website). The improvements are
estimated to cost $27.5 million and will be funded by a low interest drinking water state revolving
fund loan. Great Falls will not need to raise its water rates to cover the estimated loan amount.

Only one potential contaminant source was identified in the project area at the water treatment plant
site and that is the Burlington Northern Santa Fe railroad. The construction contractor will be
required to stop work and contact the project engineer and DEQ if either contaminated soils or
groundwater are discovered during construction.

Pursuant to ARM 17.40.318, DEQ has concluded that the proposed project meets the Categorical
Exclusion criteria of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the Montana
Environmental Policy Act (MEPA).

The documentation for the Categorical Exclusion is available for public review at the following
locations:

Department of Environmental Quality City of Great Falls
State Revolving Fund Loan Program 2 Park Drive South
1520 East Sixth Avenue Great Falls, MT 59425

Helena, MT 59601

eegarden BureauLhief
Techmcal & Financial Assistance Bureau
Planning Prevention & Assistance Division
Montana Department of Environmental Quality

Steve Bullock, Governor | Tom Livers, Director | P.O. Box 200901 | Helena, MT 59620-0901 | (406) 444-2544 | www.deq.mt.gov
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