
Site Identification or Interest in a 
property with perceived or real 

contamination

Contact DEQ!

ID Existing Information/ Env. 
Conditions & and Red Flags

Potential 
Contamination 

Type

Unknown / Hazardous 
Substances?  

Contact Hazardous 
Substance BF Coordinator

Petroleum

Fill out and Submit 
Petroleum Brownfields 

Eligibility Determination for 
review by MT DEQ 

(Approximately 30 days)

EPA Determines if there 
is a Community Benefit 

and meets the intent 
of Brownfields.

Yes

Petroleum Brownfields Assessment Phase Process

Cleanup 
Phase

Apply to a Local Community 
Assessment Grant

Apply for DEQ or EPA TBA

Apply for EPA Competitive 
Assessment Grant

BF Assessment Grant 
Options

Identify other potential 
funding sources

Fill out and Submit 
Petroleum Fund Eligibility 

Determination for review by 
Petro Fund 

(Approximately 30 days)

If not yet applied for
Petro Fund Eligibility; 

Submit application now.

Allows for scoping 
of project budget 

Request DEQ  
prepare a Corrective 

Action Workplan 
request letter

DEQ prepares 
CAWP request letter in 

consultation with 
stakeholders

Env Prof generates 
CAWP/SAP for DEQ, 
PetroFund, and EPA 

approval

Env Prof 
Performs CAWP

Does DEQ have 
record of the 

release ?

Was a Release 
suspected/confirmed 
(i.e. contamination 
above screening 

levels)

Yes

Suspected/confirmed 
Petroleum releases must be 
reported to DEQ within 24 

hrs to maintain potential for 
PetroFund eligibility

No

Submit CAP 
summary reports 

using DEQ’s 
templates

Yes

PetroFund requires a closure 
permit to be acquired within 30 

days of knowledge of a found tank 
and must be closed within time 

allowed by the permit 

DEQ issues 
NFA letter

No

Env Prof will generate 
Remedial Alternatives 

Analysis

Is there a 
confirmed 
release

Yes

No

DEQ prepares 
Remedial Alternatives 
Analysis request letter 

DEQ approves 
RAA in consultation 
with stakeholders

Is additional 
investigation 

required?

No

Yes

Fill out and Submit 
Petroleum Fund Eligibility 
Determination for review 

by PetroFund 
(Approximately 30 days)

Not Eligible

Eligible

CAWP/SAP approved 
by EPA, DEQ, and 

PetroFund

Action Step

Grantee’s 
Responsibility

DEQ’s 
Responsibility

EPA’s 
Responsibility

Env Prof’s 
Responsibility



Cleanup is Required! 

First determine type of 
contamination?

Contact Hazardous 
Substance BF 
Coordinator

Coordinate with DEQ & 
Stakeholders to 

determine remedial 
alternative to achieve 

cleanup goals

Cleanup Funding 
Options

Apply for subgrant or 
loan from local RLF 

Apply for an EPA 
competitive cleanup 

grant

Apply for DEQ 
Brownfields cleanup

Approved

Is the main 
contaminant 
petroleum?

Yes

No

Eligible

Identify other potential 
funding sources 

Not Eligible

Petroleum Brownfields Cleanup Phase Process

If necessary, 
acquire 

ownership of 
property

Assessment 
Phase

Fill out and Submit a 
Cleanup/RLF Petroleum 

Brownfields Eligibility 
Determination for review by 
MT DEQ (Approximately 30 

days)

Request DEQ  prepare a 
Corrective Action Workplan 

request letter

DEQ prepares CAWP 
request letter in 
consultation with 

stakeholders

Env Prof generates 
CAWP/SAP for EPA, 
DEQ, and PetroFund 

approval

DEQ, EPA, PetroFund 
Approve CAWP/SAP

Env Prof Performs 
CAWP

Is contamination below 
DEQ Screening Levels?

DEQ issues a 
NFA letter

Yes

No

Submit CAP 
summary reports 

using DEQ’s 
templates

Action Step Grantee’s 
Responsibility

DEQ’s 
Responsibility

EPA’s 
Responsibility

Env Prof’s 
Responsibility

Owner’s 
Responsibility
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