
NOV-27 2014 BLACKFOOT VALLEY DISPATCH 

A map provided by the Forest Service details the location and area of the c/o~ure. 

Partial cirea closure remains 
r 

in place for Mike Hors·e -area 
Roger Dey 
BVD Editor 

Although the gate on Meadow 
Creek Road was _re-opened ~artier 
this month to provide accesses to 
the the Blackfoot headwaters area, 
the Mike Horse impoundment 
remains under a temporary area 
closure until July 2015 to provide 
for public health and safety. 

According to a Nov. 24 press 
release from the Helena National 
forest, the areas just below the 
Mike Horse dam, the dam itself 
and the mine waste impound­
ment are closedto all public 
access and use, which applies to . 

. hiking, snowmobiling and mo­
torized or :i;nechanized use. 

Three closed and locked gates 
· are in place to prevent access the 
dam and impoundent area, but 
roads and areas adjacent to the site 
will remain open to public use. 

The Mike Horse impoundment 
was the site of considrable excava­
tion and hauling activity over the 
summer as the long-anticipated 
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removal of the contaminated mine 
tailings it contained finally got un­
derway. The area could pose a risk 
to people due to unstable land fea­
tures, the release indicated. Addi­
tionally, as Lincoln School students 
learned during an October field 
trip to the area, the clay-like mine 
waste found in the impoundment 
is contimainated with arsenic, lead, 
zinc and cadmium - materials that 
can be harmful to-human health. 

Continued excavation and 
ballling of the contaminated 
material from the mine area to the 
wasterepository along Highway 
279 s is expected to resume next 
summer, as conditions· allow. 

For more information, con­
tact construction project man­

. ager Shellie Haaland wth the 
DepartmentofEnvironetnal 

' Quality at 406-431-i401, or the 
Lincoln Ranger District at 406-
362-7000. The closure order 
and map are availabel online . 
at www.usda.fs.gov/helena/. 
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In June, lin~oln Te.lephone 

"Doubled P us'' your inte·met speeds! l ! 

New download speeds are.: 

Bronze-upt8. 1Mbps 
SllVer-up to 2MbDS 
Gold-DD 18 41bPS -

Plalinu~UD to 10Mbps 
Also Lincoln Tel'ephone is now offering the 

1'BusineS$ Plan" of u_p to 25Mb-p-s 

at $150/mopth . 
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Lincoln Community Methodist 
Chri~txnas Bazaar & Nativity Display 

D@e Q:th - Saturday 
9 am to ~ pm .. 

Handmade crafts and delicious baked goods:;. perfect 
Christmas gifts. Free coffee while you Shop! 

Enjoy the solace of our decorated sanctuary with locally 
owned nativity sets oil d'ispJay. 

Please share your natIVity set by calling 
· Carla at 362-4815 or 461~7021 
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