PHASE II RELEASE REQUEST
(ARM 17.24.203)
Operators must complete this form to request release of an Opencut Mining Permit. Governmental Operators are eligible for reclamation liability Phase II release of the entire permit boundary only and must use this form.
Phase II:  In addition to completing all Phase I requirements for reclamation, vegetation has established that is capable of sustaining the postmining land use.  Areas where Phase II reclamation has been completed would be eligible for full release.  
Fill in all applicable boxes and blanks; write “none” if that is the correct response.

By completing this form in the field, Operators can assess site conditions relative to the release criteria the DEQ uses for most sites. If a question does not apply to the reclamation requirements described in the Plan of Operation (Plan), provide an explanation in the appropriate section of this form.
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Site Name:      
[bookmark: Text3]	County:      
Mailing Address:      
City:        
State:       
Zip:      
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Office Phone:      
Cell Phone:      
Contact Person Name:      
Email:       

Landowner:      
Phone:      
Mailing Address:      

City:        
State:       
Zip:      
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Before requesting a Phase II release, the Operator must inspect the site and confirm reclamation work was conducted in accordance with the Plan. 
The Release Request Area was inspected on (mm/dd/yyyy):       by (name):      
(Must be inspected within 12 months of submitting this form)
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Permit #:      
Permitted Acreage:      


PHASE II RELEASE – ALL OPERATORS
|_| PHASE II RELEASE is requested for |_| Entire Permitted Site or |_|        acres.
Note: If “Entire Permitted Site” is checked, the Operator is requesting permit termination.
Permitted postmining land uses as described in Plan of Operation (check all that apply): 
|_|Cropland and/or Hayland*
|_|Permitted Access Road(s)   |_|Internal Road(s): Length:         & Width:      
|_|Rangeland and/or Pasture		
|_|Year-round Pond: |_|Fishery |_|Livestock |_|Recreation   |_|Wildlife |_|Other:         
|_|Seasonal Pond: Purpose-         |_|Wetland   |_|Seasonal Wetland     
|_|Landowner Equipment Storage Area   |_|Landowner Material Stockpile Area
|_|Industrial/Commercial   |_|Residential   |_|Vegetative Screens   |_|Other:      

The following items have been completed to meet Phase II release requirements:

1. Reclaimed slopes were measured and were found equal to, or flatter than, the slopes specified in the Plan.
|_|Yes  |_|No - Explain:      

2. Soil and Overburden (if applicable) were spread across the area to the depths specified in the permit.
|_|Yes  |_|No - Explain:      


3. Area was seeded with seed mix specified in the permit.
|_|Yes (date seeded – mm/dd/yyyy):           |_|No – Explain:      
	          Site must have two years of vegetative growth from date seeded for rangeland/pasture

4. Release Request Area is free of trash, metal scrap, other wastes, and asphalt or concrete debris.
|_|Yes  |_|No - Explain:      

5. An internal road remains at final reclamation.  |_|Yes  |_|No (if “No” skip to #6)
a. Is the internal road permitted to remain and is it displayed on the Reclamation Map?  
|_|Yes  |_|No - Explain:      

6. A mineral stockpile remains for the landowner. |_|Yes  |_|No (if “No” skip to #7)
a. Is the mineral stockpile permitted to remain, accessible by a road, and have a shaped and seeded soil stockpile located within 100 feet? Stockpile area and road must be displayed on the Reclamation Map.  
|_|Yes  |_|No - Explain:      

7. Noxious and annual weeds in the Release Request Area are under control.  
|_|Yes  |_|No - Explain:      

8. All permit boundary markers are in place for both the remaining permit boundary and areas to be released.
|_|Yes  |_|No - Explain:      
|_|Exemption: Entire permitted acreage requested for Phase II release

9. A Boundary Coordinate Table (BCT) and map are provided displaying the following:
a. Proposed Phase II release area 	|_|Yes   |_|No - Explain:      
b. Remaining Permit Boundary 	|_|Yes   |_|No - Explain:      
c. |_|Exemption: Entire permitted acreage requested for Phase II release

10. The following required photographs of each release request area have been provided:  
a. At least four photographs taken from the north, south, east and west corners of each release request area.
b. At least three photographs, taken at three different locations in each release area showing typical vegetation (approximately five feet wide and including an object to define scale). 
|_|Yes  |_|No - This application cannot be approved until the required photos are provided. 

11. Area requested for Phase II release has been successfully reclaimed to the postmining land use(s) checked above. 
|_|Yes  |_|No - Explain:      
If Yes, and the entire permitted area requested for release is cropland/hayland and the below is completed; the Department can release the site without a site inspection.

*Cropland and/or Hayland only (optional) - Landowner has certified the following:
· Cropland and/or Hayland area has been reclaimed in accordance with ARM 17.24.219(1)(h)(ii)(L & M)
· The Phase II release area has been reclaimed to the requirements of the Opencut Mining Permit.
· A crop has been harvested from the entire area and the yield is comparable to those of crops grown on similar sites under similar growing conditions.
· The Landowner acknowledges that the crop yield is acceptable.
· The acreage identified in this form, when released, would no longer be permitted for any Opencut operations and if the entire permit is approved for Phase II release, the permit would be terminated and no Opencut operations could occur unless another Opencut permit is issued for the site.


Landowner Name:      
Landowner Signature:      
Address:      
City:      
State:      
Zip:      
Email (optional):      


The DEQ will approve Phase II release on areas it finds it has been 100% reclaimed in accordance with the permit.

If approved, Phase II released acreage is no longer permitted for any Opencut operations.  If the entire permit is approved for Phase II release, the permit is terminated and no Opencut operations can occur unless another permit is issued for the site.

Operator attests the information provided for this Release Request is complete and accurate to the best of their knowledge:


Name (print or type):      
[bookmark: Text106]Title:      
Signature:       
Date:      
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