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Introduction 

The Montana Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) is preparing an environmental 
assessment (EA) to disclose the potential environmental impacts of a proposed Operating 
Permit (Pending 00186) for a limestone quarry and plant to produce lime (project) to be 
constructed and operated by Montana Limestone Resources, LLC (MLR) approximately 2.5 miles 
west of Drummond, Montana (MT). The EA is being prepared to meet the requirements of the 
Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) and will help DEQ managers determine whether 
MLR’s application for an Operating Permit should be approved.  

Under MEPA, the first phase in preparing an EA is to conduct “scoping.” The purpose of scoping 
is to identify the environmental issues associated with the proposed project. For this EA, DEQ 
conducted scoping using an interdisciplinary team (IDT) of technical experts and by requesting 
comments from federal, tribal, state and local governments and interested persons and groups. 
Commenters were asked to help DEQ and the IDT identify issues likely to involve adverse 
impacts and possible alternatives to be considered in the EA.   

This report documents the results from the public scoping process, conducted between May 20 
and June 19, 2019. The main sections of this report are: 

• Public scoping activities 
• Scoping results  

 

Proposed Project 

MLR submitted an Operating Permit application for the construction and operation of a 
proposed permit area. If approved, the Operating Permit would allow MLR to construct and 
operate a limestone quarry and plant to produce lime on property owned by Washington 
Limestone, LLC, in Granite County (Figure 1). 

The project would consist of a pit, plant, waste stockpiles, topsoil stockpiles, impoundments, 
haul roads, and an access road from State Highway 1 to the permit area. The permit boundary 
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for the project is 546.4 acres with the quarry and plant consisting of 505.8 acres and the access 
road consisting of 40.6 acres. The project would disturb 209 acres within the permit boundary.  

The Operating Permit application is available for the public to view at DEQ’s main office in 
Helena (1520 East 6th Avenue), or it can be viewed by visiting DEQ’s website 
(http://deq.mt.gov/Land/hardrock/mlr_apppg). DEQ determined that MLR’s application was 
complete and compliant and, on May 13, 2019, issued MLR a draft Operating Permit for the 
proposed project. DEQ is now preparing an EA in compliance with MEPA. 

Public Scoping Activities 

Public scoping provides an opportunity for public and agency involvement during the early 
planning stages of the analysis. The intent of the scoping process is to gather comments, 
concerns, and ideas from those who have an interest in or that may be affected by the proposed 
project. Several methods were used to inform the public of the 30-day scoping period (May 20 - 
June 19, 2019) and to solicit comments. These methods included a press release, legal notice, 
distribution of a scoping post card, and tribal consultation scoping letters. Each of these public 
involvement activities is described below. 

Press Release and Legal Notices 
On May 20, 2019, DEQ sent a news release announcing the scoping period to media outlets and 
the MT Governor’s Office via email. Legal notices were published in the Montana Standard and 
The Missoulian announcing the scoping period on May 20 and May 27, 2019. 

Scoping Post Cards 
DEQ also sent a post card on May 17, 2019, announcing the scoping period to a mailing list of 
about 60 people, consisting of the following: 

• Elected officials and local governments 
• State and federal agencies 
• Adjacent and nearby landowners 

 
The postcard briefly described the proposed project, identified the project location, and 
provided information on how to submit comments during the scoping period. See Appendix A 
for a copy of the post card. 

Tribal Consultation 
DEQ distributed a tribal consultation scoping letter to 25 tribal representatives via certified U.S. 
mail on May 20th, 2019. Like the postcard, the letter invited the recipients to comment on the 
proposed Project and included a brief description of the Project. See Appendix A for copies of 
each tribal consultation scoping letter.  

http://deq.mt.gov/Land/hardrock/mlr_apppg
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Scoping Results 

Methods for Comment Collection and Analysis 
The objective of the scoping process was to gather comments, questions, and concerns from the 
public regarding the proposed project. DEQ was prepared to collect comments in the form of 
written submissions sent via U.S. mail and e-mails. 

Scoping Results & Issue Summary 
During the public scoping process, DEQ received one comment letter in the format of an email. 
The comment came from a nearby landowner. 

Because only two comments were received, a formal content analysis process was not 
conducted. The commenters raised concerns about potential adverse impacts of the project on 
the following environmental resources: 

• noise  
• air quality 
• groundwater quantity and quality 
• aesthetics 

 

The comments submitted during the public scoping period can be found in the project’s 
Administrative Record and in Appendix B. 

Next Steps 

Information collected during the scoping period will assist DEQ in the development of 
alternatives and impact analyses for the Draft EA. See Table 1 for the tentative EA schedule. 
DEQ will develop alternatives or modifications in the EA that would appreciably accomplish the 
same objectives or results as MLR’s proposal and reduce or eliminate impacts.  

There will be a review period after the Draft EA is released during which the public can submit 
comments on the Draft EA. 

Table 1. Tentative EA Schedule. 
EA Stage Timeframe Public Information or Involvement 

1. Initiate EA Process Completed  
2. Conduct Public Scoping  Completed 30-day public scoping period       

May 20 - June 19, 2019 
3. Identify Alternatives to be Studied Summer 2019  
4. Release Draft EA Late Fall 2019 30-day public comment period 
5. Release Final EA and Decision Notice Spring 2020  
Note: EA schedule is tentative and subject to change. This is the anticipated schedule as of July 2019. 
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Figure 1. Project Location
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Appendix A. Scoping Outreach Materials 
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Montana Limestone Resources, LLC Mine EA Scoping Period 
The Montana Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) is preparing an 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for Montana Limestone Resources, LLC’s 
proposed operating permit for a limestone quarry and plant to produce lime, 
located about 2.5 miles west of Drummond, Montana, in Granite County.  
Approval of the operating permit would result in the development of the 546-
acre permit area.   
 

The first phase in preparing an EA is to conduct “scoping” to identify the 
environmental issues associated with the proposed project.  DEQ is seeking 
public comments on the project to help identify issues, including potential 
impacts and possible alternatives to be considered in the EA.  
 

You may submit your comments on the proposed project electronically          
(mlr-ea@eroresources.com) or by postal mail to the following address: Jen Lane, 
MEPA Coordinator, Montana Department of Environmental Quality, PO Box 
200901, Helena, MT 59620-0901.  Please include your address, phone number, 
and e-mail address in your comment.  Questions on the environmental review 
may be directed to Jen Lane at jlane2@mt.gov or (406) 444-4956.  All comments 
must be received or postmarked by June 19, 2019. 
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must be received or postmarked by June 19, 2019. 
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May 20, 2019 
 
President Andrew Werk Jr.  
The Nakoda and Aaniiih Nations  
656 Agency Main Street  
Harlem, MT 59526 
 
RE: Tribal Consultation on the Proposed Montana Limestone Resources, LLC Mine 
Environmental Assessment 
 
Dear President Werk, 
  
You are invited to participate in the Montana Department of Environmental Quality’s (DEQ) 
environmental review process for Montana Limestone Resources’, LLC (MLR), proposed 
operating permit for a limestone quarry and plant to produce lime, located about 2.5 miles west 
of Drummond, Montana, in Granite County (see attached map).  Approval of the operating permit 
would result in the development of the 546-acre permit area. The permit application is available 
for the public to view at DEQ’s main office in Helena (1520 East 6th Avenue). The application may 
also be viewed by visiting DEQ’s website (http://deq.mt.gov/Land/hardrock/mlr_apppg).  
 
DEQ determined that MLR’s application was complete and compliant and, on May 13, 2019, 
issued MLR a draft operating permit for the proposed project and is now preparing an 
environmental assessment (EA).  The EA is being prepared to meet the requirements of the 
Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) and will analyze the potential impacts of the proposed 
project. 
 
Under MEPA, the first phase in preparing an EA is to conduct “scoping.”  The purpose of scoping 
is to identify the environmental issues associated with the proposed project.  An interdisciplinary 
team of technical experts is currently working to determine the scope of the analysis to be 
contained in the EA.  DEQ is asking for comments from tribal governments to help identify issues 
and possible alternatives they would like to be considered in the EA. The scoping period began 
Monday, May 20, 2019 and ends Wednesday, June 19, 2019. You may submit your comments on 
the proposed project electronically at mlr-ea@eroresources.com or by postal mail to the 
following address: 
 

Montana Department of Environmental Quality  
Attn: Jen Lane, MEPA Coordinator  
PO Box 200901 
Helena, MT 59620-0901 
 

http://deq.mt.gov/Land/hardrock/mlr_apppg
mailto:mlr-ea@eroresources.com
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In addition to scoping under MEPA, DEQ is required to consult with and obtain the comments of 
Montana tribal governments that may be directly impacted by a project under Section 75-1-
201(1)(c), MCA. Throughout the environmental review process, DEQ staff would be happy to 
provide additional information and to discuss any issues that the Council may raise regarding the 
proposed project. If you have specific questions regarding the project please feel free to contact 
myself or Jen Lane, the MEPA Coordinator, at any time during the environmental review process: 
 
 James Strait 
 Tribal and Cultural Resources Officer 
 Department of Environmental Quality 
 P.O. Box 200901 
 Helena, MT 59620-0901 
 (406) 444-6765 
 jstrait@mt.gov  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
James Strait 
Tribal and Cultural Resources Officer 
 
 
 

mailto:jstrait@mt.gov
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May 20, 2019 
 
William Big Day 
THPO  
The Crow Nation 
PO Box 159 
Crow Agency, MT 59022  
 
RE: Tribal Consultation on the Proposed Montana Limestone Resources, LLC Mine 
Environmental Assessment 
 
Dear William, 
  
You are invited to participate in the Montana Department of Environmental Quality’s (DEQ) 
environmental review process for Montana Limestone Resources’, LLC (MLR), proposed 
operating permit for a limestone quarry and plant to produce lime, located about 2.5 miles west 
of Drummond, Montana, in Granite County (see attached map).  Approval of the operating permit 
would result in the development of the 546-acre permit area. The permit application is available 
for the public to view at DEQ’s main office in Helena (1520 East 6th Avenue). The application may 
also be viewed by visiting DEQ’s website (http://deq.mt.gov/Land/hardrock/mlr_apppg).  
 
DEQ determined that MLR’s application was complete and compliant and, on May 13, 2019, 
issued MLR a draft operating permit for the proposed project and is now preparing an 
environmental assessment (EA).  The EA is being prepared to meet the requirements of the 
Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) and will analyze the potential impacts of the proposed 
project. 
 
Under MEPA, the first phase in preparing an EA is to conduct “scoping.”  The purpose of scoping 
is to identify the environmental issues associated with the proposed project.  An interdisciplinary 
team of technical experts is currently working to determine the scope of the analysis to be 
contained in the EA.  DEQ is asking for comments from tribal governments to help identify issues 
and possible alternatives they would like to be considered in the EA. The scoping period began 
Monday, May 20, 2019 and ends Wednesday, June 19, 2019. You may submit your comments on 
the proposed project electronically at mlr-ea@eroresources.com or by postal mail to the 
following address: 

 
Montana Department of Environmental Quality  
Attn: Jen Lane, MEPA Coordinator  
PO Box 200901 
Helena, MT 59620-0901 

http://deq.mt.gov/Land/hardrock/mlr_apppg
mailto:mlr-ea@eroresources.com
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In addition to scoping under MEPA, DEQ is required to consult with and obtain the comments of 
Montana tribal governments that may be directly impacted by a project under Section 75-1-
201(1)(c), MCA. Throughout the environmental review process, DEQ staff would be happy to 
provide additional information and to discuss any issues that the Council may raise regarding the 
proposed project. If you have specific questions regarding the project please feel free to contact 
myself or Jen Lane, the MEPA Coordinator, at any time during the environmental review process: 
 
 James Strait 
 Tribal and Cultural Resources Officer 
 Department of Environmental Quality 
 P.O. Box 200901 
 Helena, MT 59620-0901 
 (406) 444-6765 
 jstrait@mt.gov  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
James Strait 
Tribal and Cultural Resources Officer 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jstrait@mt.gov
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May 20, 2019 
 
Chairman Timothy Davis  
Blackfeet Nation  
PO Box 850  
Browning, MT 59417 
 
RE: Tribal Consultation on the Proposed Montana Limestone Resources, LLC Mine 
Environmental Assessment 
 
Dear Chariman Barnes, 
  
You are invited to participate in the Montana Department of Environmental Quality’s (DEQ) 
environmental review process for Montana Limestone Resources’, LLC (MLR), proposed 
operating permit for a limestone quarry and plant to produce lime, located about 2.5 miles west 
of Drummond, Montana, in Granite County (see attached map).  Approval of the operating permit 
would result in the development of the 546-acre permit area. The permit application is available 
for the public to view at DEQ’s main office in Helena (1520 East 6th Avenue). The application may 
also be viewed by visiting DEQ’s website (http://deq.mt.gov/Land/hardrock/mlr_apppg).  
 
DEQ determined that MLR’s application was complete and compliant and, on May 13, 2019, 
issued MLR a draft operating permit for the proposed project and is now preparing an 
environmental assessment (EA).  The EA is being prepared to meet the requirements of the 
Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) and will analyze the potential impacts of the proposed 
project. 
 
Under MEPA, the first phase in preparing an EA is to conduct “scoping.”  The purpose of scoping 
is to identify the environmental issues associated with the proposed project.  An interdisciplinary 
team of technical experts is currently working to determine the scope of the analysis to be 
contained in the EA.  DEQ is asking for comments from tribal governments to help identify issues 
and possible alternatives they would like to be considered in the EA. The scoping period began 
Monday, May 20, 2019 and ends Wednesday, June 19, 2019. You may submit your comments on 
the proposed project electronically at mlr-ea@eroresources.com or by postal mail to the 
following address: 

 
Montana Department of Environmental Quality  
Attn: Jen Lane, MEPA Coordinator  
PO Box 200901 
Helena, MT 59620-0901 
 

http://deq.mt.gov/Land/hardrock/mlr_apppg
mailto:mlr-ea@eroresources.com
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In addition to scoping under MEPA, DEQ is required to consult with and obtain the comments of 
Montana tribal governments that may be directly impacted by a project under Section 75-1-
201(1)(c), MCA. Throughout the environmental review process, DEQ staff would be happy to 
provide additional information and to discuss any issues that the Council may raise regarding the 
proposed project. If you have specific questions regarding the project please feel free to contact 
myself or Jen Lane, the MEPA Coordinator, at any time during the environmental review process: 
 
 James Strait 
 Tribal and Cultural Resources Officer 
 Department of Environmental Quality 
 P.O. Box 200901 
 Helena, MT 59620-0901 
 (406) 444-6765 
 jstrait@mt.gov  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
James Strait 
Tribal and Cultural Resources Officer 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jstrait@mt.gov
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May 20, 2019 
 
Michael J. Black Wolf  
THPO  
The Nakoda and Aaniiih Nations  
656 Agency Main Street  
Harlem, MT 59526   
 
RE: Tribal Consultation on the Proposed Montana Limestone Resources, LLC Mine 
Environmental Assessment 
 
Dear Michael, 
  
You are invited to participate in the Montana Department of Environmental Quality’s (DEQ) 
environmental review process for Montana Limestone Resources’, LLC (MLR), proposed 
operating permit for a limestone quarry and plant to produce lime, located about 2.5 miles west 
of Drummond, Montana, in Granite County (see attached map).  Approval of the operating permit 
would result in the development of the 546-acre permit area. The permit application is available 
for the public to view at DEQ’s main office in Helena (1520 East 6th Avenue). The application may 
also be viewed by visiting DEQ’s website (http://deq.mt.gov/Land/hardrock/mlr_apppg).  
 
DEQ determined that MLR’s application was complete and compliant and, on May 13, 2019, 
issued MLR a draft operating permit for the proposed project and is now preparing an 
environmental assessment (EA).  The EA is being prepared to meet the requirements of the 
Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) and will analyze the potential impacts of the proposed 
project. 
 
Under MEPA, the first phase in preparing an EA is to conduct “scoping.”  The purpose of scoping 
is to identify the environmental issues associated with the proposed project.  An interdisciplinary 
team of technical experts is currently working to determine the scope of the analysis to be 
contained in the EA.  DEQ is asking for comments from tribal governments to help identify issues 
and possible alternatives they would like to be considered in the EA. The scoping period began 
Monday, May 20, 2019 and ends Wednesday, June 19, 2019. You may submit your comments on 
the proposed project electronically at mlr-ea@eroresources.com or by postal mail to the 
following address: 
 

Montana Department of Environmental Quality  
Attn: Jen Lane, MEPA Coordinator  
PO Box 200901 
Helena, MT 59620-0901 

http://deq.mt.gov/Land/hardrock/mlr_apppg
mailto:mlr-ea@eroresources.com
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In addition to scoping under MEPA, DEQ is required to consult with and obtain the comments of 
Montana tribal governments that may be directly impacted by a project under Section 75-1-
201(1)(c), MCA. Throughout the environmental review process, DEQ staff would be happy to 
provide additional information and to discuss any issues that the Council may raise regarding the 
proposed project. If you have specific questions regarding the project please feel free to contact 
myself or Jen Lane, the MEPA Coordinator, at any time during the environmental review process: 
 
 James Strait 
 Tribal and Cultural Resources Officer 
 Department of Environmental Quality 
 P.O. Box 200901 
 Helena, MT 59620-0901 
 (406) 444-6765 
 jstrait@mt.gov  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
James Strait 
Tribal and Cultural Resources Officer 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jstrait@mt.gov
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May 20, 2019 
 
Chairman Alvin "A.J." Not Afraid, Jr. 
The Crow Nation 
PO Box 159  
Crow Agency, MT 59022 
 
RE: Tribal Consultation on the Proposed Montana Limestone Resources, LLC Mine 
Environmental Assessment 
 
Dear Chariman Not Afraid, 
  
You are invited to participate in the Montana Department of Environmental Quality’s (DEQ) 
environmental review process for Montana Limestone Resources’, LLC (MLR), proposed 
operating permit for a limestone quarry and plant to produce lime, located about 2.5 miles west 
of Drummond, Montana, in Granite County (see attached map).  Approval of the operating permit 
would result in the development of the 546-acre permit area. The permit application is available 
for the public to view at DEQ’s main office in Helena (1520 East 6th Avenue). The application may 
also be viewed by visiting DEQ’s website (http://deq.mt.gov/Land/hardrock/mlr_apppg).  
 
DEQ determined that MLR’s application was complete and compliant and, on May 13, 2019, 
issued MLR a draft operating permit for the proposed project and is now preparing an 
environmental assessment (EA).  The EA is being prepared to meet the requirements of the 
Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) and will analyze the potential impacts of the proposed 
project. 
 
Under MEPA, the first phase in preparing an EA is to conduct “scoping.”  The purpose of scoping 
is to identify the environmental issues associated with the proposed project.  An interdisciplinary 
team of technical experts is currently working to determine the scope of the analysis to be 
contained in the EA.  DEQ is asking for comments from tribal governments to help identify issues 
and possible alternatives they would like to be considered in the EA. The scoping period began 
Monday, May 20, 2019 and ends Wednesday, June 19, 2019. You may submit your comments on 
the proposed project electronically at mlr-ea@eroresources.com or by postal mail to the 
following address: 

 
Montana Department of Environmental Quality  
Attn: Jen Lane, MEPA Coordinator  
PO Box 200901 
Helena, MT 59620-0901 
 

http://deq.mt.gov/Land/hardrock/mlr_apppg
mailto:mlr-ea@eroresources.com
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In addition to scoping under MEPA, DEQ is required to consult with and obtain the comments of 
Montana tribal governments that may be directly impacted by a project under Section 75-1-
201(1)(c), MCA. Throughout the environmental review process, DEQ staff would be happy to 
provide additional information and to discuss any issues that the Council may raise regarding the 
proposed project. If you have specific questions regarding the project please feel free to contact 
myself or Jen Lane, the MEPA Coordinator, at any time during the environmental review process: 
 
 James Strait 
 Tribal and Cultural Resources Officer 
 Department of Environmental Quality 
 P.O. Box 200901 
 Helena, MT 59620-0901 
 (406) 444-6765 
 jstrait@mt.gov  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
James Strait 
Tribal and Cultural Resources Officer 
 
 
 

mailto:jstrait@mt.gov
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May 20, 2019 
 
Chairman Ron Trahan  
Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes of the Flathead Reservation 
PO Box 278  
Pablo, MT 59855 
 
RE: Tribal Consultation on the Proposed Montana Limestone Resources, LLC Mine 
Environmental Assessment 
 
Dear Chariman Trahan, 
  
You are invited to participate in the Montana Department of Environmental Quality’s (DEQ) 
environmental review process for Montana Limestone Resources’, LLC (MLR), proposed 
operating permit for a limestone quarry and plant to produce lime, located about 2.5 miles west 
of Drummond, Montana, in Granite County (see attached map).  Approval of the operating permit 
would result in the development of the 546-acre permit area. The permit application is available 
for the public to view at DEQ’s main office in Helena (1520 East 6th Avenue). The application may 
also be viewed by visiting DEQ’s website (http://deq.mt.gov/Land/hardrock/mlr_apppg).  
 
DEQ determined that MLR’s application was complete and compliant and, on May 13, 2019, 
issued MLR a draft operating permit for the proposed project and is now preparing an 
environmental assessment (EA).  The EA is being prepared to meet the requirements of the 
Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) and will analyze the potential impacts of the proposed 
project. 
 
Under MEPA, the first phase in preparing an EA is to conduct “scoping.”  The purpose of scoping 
is to identify the environmental issues associated with the proposed project.  An interdisciplinary 
team of technical experts is currently working to determine the scope of the analysis to be 
contained in the EA.  DEQ is asking for comments from tribal governments to help identify issues 
and possible alternatives they would like to be considered in the EA. The scoping period began 
Monday, May 20, 2019 and ends Wednesday, June 19, 2019. You may submit your comments on 
the proposed project electronically at mlr-ea@eroresources.com or by postal mail to the 
following address: 
 

Montana Department of Environmental Quality  
Attn: Jen Lane, MEPA Coordinator  
PO Box 200901 
Helena, MT 59620-0901 
 

http://deq.mt.gov/Land/hardrock/mlr_apppg
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In addition to scoping under MEPA, DEQ is required to consult with and obtain the comments of 
Montana tribal governments that may be directly impacted by a project under Section 75-1-
201(1)(c), MCA. Throughout the environmental review process, DEQ staff would be happy to 
provide additional information and to discuss any issues that the Council may raise regarding the 
proposed project. If you have specific questions regarding the project please feel free to contact 
myself or Jen Lane, the MEPA Coordinator, at any time during the environmental review process: 
 
 James Strait 
 Tribal and Cultural Resources Officer 
 Department of Environmental Quality 
 P.O. Box 200901 
 Helena, MT 59620-0901 
 (406) 444-6765 
 jstrait@mt.gov  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
James Strait 
Tribal and Cultural Resources Officer 
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May 20, 2019 
 
Kyle Felsman 
THPO  
Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes Preservation District 
PO Box 278 
Pablo, MT 59855   
 
RE: Tribal Consultation on the Proposed Montana Limestone Resources, LLC Mine 
Environmental Assessment 
 
Dear Kyle, 
  
You are invited to participate in the Montana Department of Environmental Quality’s (DEQ) 
environmental review process for Montana Limestone Resources’, LLC (MLR), proposed 
operating permit for a limestone quarry and plant to produce lime, located about 2.5 miles west 
of Drummond, Montana, in Granite County (see attached map).  Approval of the operating permit 
would result in the development of the 546-acre permit area. The permit application is available 
for the public to view at DEQ’s main office in Helena (1520 East 6th Avenue). The application may 
also be viewed by visiting DEQ’s website (http://deq.mt.gov/Land/hardrock/mlr_apppg).  
 
DEQ determined that MLR’s application was complete and compliant and, on May 13, 2019, 
issued MLR a draft operating permit for the proposed project and is now preparing an 
environmental assessment (EA).  The EA is being prepared to meet the requirements of the 
Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) and will analyze the potential impacts of the proposed 
project. 
 
Under MEPA, the first phase in preparing an EA is to conduct “scoping.”  The purpose of scoping 
is to identify the environmental issues associated with the proposed project.  An interdisciplinary 
team of technical experts is currently working to determine the scope of the analysis to be 
contained in the EA.  DEQ is asking for comments from tribal governments to help identify issues 
and possible alternatives they would like to be considered in the EA. The scoping period began 
Monday, May 20, 2019 and ends Wednesday, June 19, 2019. You may submit your comments on 
the proposed project electronically at mlr-ea@eroresources.com or by postal mail to the 
following address: 

 
Montana Department of Environmental Quality  
Attn: Jen Lane, MEPA Coordinator  
PO Box 200901 
Helena, MT 59620-0901 

http://deq.mt.gov/Land/hardrock/mlr_apppg
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In addition to scoping under MEPA, DEQ is required to consult with and obtain the comments of 
Montana tribal governments that may be directly impacted by a project under Section 75-1-
201(1)(c), MCA. Throughout the environmental review process, DEQ staff would be happy to 
provide additional information and to discuss any issues that the Council may raise regarding the 
proposed project. If you have specific questions regarding the project please feel free to contact 
myself or Jen Lane, the MEPA Coordinator, at any time during the environmental review process: 
 
 James Strait 
 Tribal and Cultural Resources Officer 
 Department of Environmental Quality 
 P.O. Box 200901 
 Helena, MT 59620-0901 
 (406) 444-6765 
 jstrait@mt.gov  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
James Strait 
Tribal and Cultural Resources Officer 
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May 20, 2019 
 
Chairman Floyd Azure 
Fort Peck Assiniboine & Sioux Tribes 
PO Box 1027  
Poplar, MT 59255 
 
RE: Tribal Consultation on the Proposed Montana Limestone Resources, LLC Mine 
Environmental Assessment 
 
Dear Chairman Azure, 
  
You are invited to participate in the Montana Department of Environmental Quality’s (DEQ) 
environmental review process for Montana Limestone Resources’, LLC (MLR), proposed 
operating permit for a limestone quarry and plant to produce lime, located about 2.5 miles west 
of Drummond, Montana, in Granite County (see attached map).  Approval of the operating permit 
would result in the development of the 546-acre permit area. The permit application is available 
for the public to view at DEQ’s main office in Helena (1520 East 6th Avenue). The application may 
also be viewed by visiting DEQ’s website (http://deq.mt.gov/Land/hardrock/mlr_apppg).  
 
DEQ determined that MLR’s application was complete and compliant and, on May 13, 2019, 
issued MLR a draft operating permit for the proposed project and is now preparing an 
environmental assessment (EA).  The EA is being prepared to meet the requirements of the 
Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) and will analyze the potential impacts of the proposed 
project. 
 
Under MEPA, the first phase in preparing an EA is to conduct “scoping.”  The purpose of scoping 
is to identify the environmental issues associated with the proposed project.  An interdisciplinary 
team of technical experts is currently working to determine the scope of the analysis to be 
contained in the EA.  DEQ is asking for comments from tribal governments to help identify issues 
and possible alternatives they would like to be considered in the EA. The scoping period began 
Monday, May 20, 2019 and ends Wednesday, June 19, 2019. You may submit your comments on 
the proposed project electronically at mlr-ea@eroresources.com or by postal mail to the 
following address: 

 
Montana Department of Environmental Quality  
Attn: Jen Lane, MEPA Coordinator  
PO Box 200901 
Helena, MT 59620-0901 
 

http://deq.mt.gov/Land/hardrock/mlr_apppg
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In addition to scoping under MEPA, DEQ is required to consult with and obtain the comments of 
Montana tribal governments that may be directly impacted by a project under Section 75-1-
201(1)(c), MCA. Throughout the environmental review process, DEQ staff would be happy to 
provide additional information and to discuss any issues that the Council may raise regarding the 
proposed project. If you have specific questions regarding the project please feel free to contact 
myself or Jen Lane, the MEPA Coordinator, at any time during the environmental review process: 
 
 James Strait 
 Tribal and Cultural Resources Officer 
 Department of Environmental Quality 
 P.O. Box 200901 
 Helena, MT 59620-0901 
 (406) 444-6765 
 jstrait@mt.gov  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
James Strait 
Tribal and Cultural Resources Officer 
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May 20, 2019 
 
Teanna Limpy 
THPO  
Northern Cheyenne Tribe 
PO Box 128 
Lame Deer, MT 59043  
 
RE: Tribal Consultation on the Proposed Montana Limestone Resources, LLC Mine 
Environmental Assessment 
 
Dear Teanna, 
  
You are invited to participate in the Montana Department of Environmental Quality’s (DEQ) 
environmental review process for Montana Limestone Resources’, LLC (MLR), proposed 
operating permit for a limestone quarry and plant to produce lime, located about 2.5 miles west 
of Drummond, Montana, in Granite County (see attached map).  Approval of the operating permit 
would result in the development of the 546-acre permit area. The permit application is available 
for the public to view at DEQ’s main office in Helena (1520 East 6th Avenue). The application may 
also be viewed by visiting DEQ’s website (http://deq.mt.gov/Land/hardrock/mlr_apppg).  
 
DEQ determined that MLR’s application was complete and compliant and, on May 13, 2019, 
issued MLR a draft operating permit for the proposed project and is now preparing an 
environmental assessment (EA).  The EA is being prepared to meet the requirements of the 
Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) and will analyze the potential impacts of the proposed 
project. 
 
Under MEPA, the first phase in preparing an EA is to conduct “scoping.”  The purpose of scoping 
is to identify the environmental issues associated with the proposed project.  An interdisciplinary 
team of technical experts is currently working to determine the scope of the analysis to be 
contained in the EA.  DEQ is asking for comments from tribal governments to help identify issues 
and possible alternatives they would like to be considered in the EA. The scoping period began 
Monday, May 20, 2019 and ends Wednesday, June 19, 2019. You may submit your comments on 
the proposed project electronically at mlr-ea@eroresources.com or by postal mail to the 
following address: 

 
Montana Department of Environmental Quality  
Attn: Jen Lane, MEPA Coordinator  
PO Box 200901 
Helena, MT 59620-0901 
 

http://deq.mt.gov/Land/hardrock/mlr_apppg
mailto:mlr-ea@eroresources.com
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In addition to scoping under MEPA, DEQ is required to consult with and obtain the comments of 
Montana tribal governments that may be directly impacted by a project under Section 75-1-
201(1)(c), MCA. Throughout the environmental review process, DEQ staff would be happy to 
provide additional information and to discuss any issues that the Council may raise regarding the 
proposed project. If you have specific questions regarding the project please feel free to contact 
myself or Jen Lane, the MEPA Coordinator, at any time during the environmental review process: 
 
 James Strait 
 Tribal and Cultural Resources Officer 
 Department of Environmental Quality 
 P.O. Box 200901 
 Helena, MT 59620-0901 
 (406) 444-6765 
 jstrait@mt.gov  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
James Strait 
Tribal and Cultural Resources Officer 
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May 20, 2019 
 
Chairman Gerald Grey  
Little Shell Chippewa Tribe  
626 Central Ave W Suite 100  
Great Falls, MT 59404 
 
RE: Tribal Consultation on the Proposed Montana Limestone Resources, LLC Mine 
Environmental Assessment 
 
Dear Chairman Grey, 
  
You are invited to participate in the Montana Department of Environmental Quality’s (DEQ) 
environmental review process for Montana Limestone Resources’, LLC (MLR), proposed 
operating permit for a limestone quarry and plant to produce lime, located about 2.5 miles west 
of Drummond, Montana, in Granite County (see attached map).  Approval of the operating permit 
would result in the development of the 546-acre permit area. The permit application is available 
for the public to view at DEQ’s main office in Helena (1520 East 6th Avenue). The application may 
also be viewed by visiting DEQ’s website (http://deq.mt.gov/Land/hardrock/mlr_apppg). 
 
DEQ determined that MLR’s application was complete and compliant and, on May 13, 2019, 
issued MLR a draft operating permit for the proposed project and is now preparing an 
environmental assessment (EA).  The EA is being prepared to meet the requirements of the 
Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) and will analyze the potential impacts of the proposed 
project. 
 
Under MEPA, the first phase in preparing an EA is to conduct “scoping.”  The purpose of scoping 
is to identify the environmental issues associated with the proposed project.  An interdisciplinary 
team of technical experts is currently working to determine the scope of the analysis to be 
contained in the EA.  DEQ is asking for comments from tribal governments to help identify issues 
and possible alternatives they would like to be considered in the EA. The scoping period began 
Monday, May 20, 2019 and ends Wednesday, June 19, 2019. You may submit your comments on 
the proposed project electronically at mlr-ea@eroresources.com or by postal mail to the 
following address: 

 
Montana Department of Environmental Quality  
Attn: Jen Lane, MEPA Coordinator  
PO Box 200901 
Helena, MT 59620-0901 
 

http://deq.mt.gov/Land/hardrock/mlr_apppg
mailto:mlr-ea@eroresources.com
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In addition to scoping under MEPA, DEQ is required to consult with and obtain the comments of 
Montana tribal governments that may be directly impacted by a project under Section 75-1-
201(1)(c), MCA. Throughout the environmental review process, DEQ staff would be happy to 
provide additional information and to discuss any issues that the Council may raise regarding the 
proposed project. If you have specific questions regarding the project please feel free to contact 
myself or Jen Lane, the MEPA Coordinator, at any time during the environmental review process: 
 
 James Strait 
 Tribal and Cultural Resources Officer 
 Department of Environmental Quality 
 P.O. Box 200901 
 Helena, MT 59620-0901 
 (406) 444-6765 
 jstrait@mt.gov  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
James Strait 
Tribal and Cultural Resources Officer 
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May 20, 2019 
 
John Murray 
THPO  
Blackfeet Nation Tribe 
PO Box 850  
Browning, MT 59417   
 
RE: Tribal Consultation on the Proposed Montana Limestone Resources, LLC Mine 
Environmental Assessment 
 
Dear John, 
  
You are invited to participate in the Montana Department of Environmental Quality’s (DEQ) 
environmental review process for Montana Limestone Resources’, LLC (MLR), proposed 
operating permit for a limestone quarry and plant to produce lime, located about 2.5 miles west 
of Drummond, Montana, in Granite County (see attached map).  Approval of the operating permit 
would result in the development of the 546-acre permit area. The permit application is available 
for the public to view at DEQ’s main office in Helena (1520 East 6th Avenue). The application may 
also be viewed by visiting DEQ’s website (http://deq.mt.gov/Land/hardrock/mlr_apppg).  
 
DEQ determined that MLR’s application was complete and compliant and, on May 13, 2019, 
issued MLR a draft operating permit for the proposed project and is now preparing an 
environmental assessment (EA).  The EA is being prepared to meet the requirements of the 
Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) and will analyze the potential impacts of the proposed 
project. 
 
Under MEPA, the first phase in preparing an EA is to conduct “scoping.”  The purpose of scoping 
is to identify the environmental issues associated with the proposed project.  An interdisciplinary 
team of technical experts is currently working to determine the scope of the analysis to be 
contained in the EA.  DEQ is asking for comments from tribal governments to help identify issues 
and possible alternatives they would like to be considered in the EA. The scoping period began 
Monday, May 20, 2019 and ends Wednesday, June 19, 2019. You may submit your comments on 
the proposed project electronically at mlr-ea@eroresources.com or by postal mail to the 
following address: 

 
Montana Department of Environmental Quality  
Attn: Jen Lane, MEPA Coordinator  
PO Box 200901 
Helena, MT 59620-0901 

http://deq.mt.gov/Land/hardrock/mlr_apppg
mailto:mlr-ea@eroresources.com
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In addition to scoping under MEPA, DEQ is required to consult with and obtain the comments of 
Montana tribal governments that may be directly impacted by a project under Section 75-1-
201(1)(c), MCA. Throughout the environmental review process, DEQ staff would be happy to 
provide additional information and to discuss any issues that the Council may raise regarding the 
proposed project. If you have specific questions regarding the project please feel free to contact 
myself or Jen Lane, the MEPA Coordinator, at any time during the environmental review process: 
 
 James Strait 
 Tribal and Cultural Resources Officer 
 Department of Environmental Quality 
 P.O. Box 200901 
 Helena, MT 59620-0901 
 (406) 444-6765 
 jstrait@mt.gov  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
James Strait 
Tribal and Cultural Resources Officer 
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May 20, 2019 
 
President Rynalea Whiteman Pena 
Northern Cheyenne Tribe 
PO Box 128  
Lame Deer, MT 59043  
 
RE: Tribal Consultation on the Proposed Montana Limestone Resources, LLC Mine 
Environmental Assessment 
 
Dear President Whiteman Pena, 
  
You are invited to participate in the Montana Department of Environmental Quality’s (DEQ) 
environmental review process for Montana Limestone Resources’, LLC (MLR), proposed 
operating permit for a limestone quarry and plant to produce lime, located about 2.5 miles west 
of Drummond, Montana, in Granite County (see attached map).  Approval of the operating permit 
would result in the development of the 546-acre permit area. The permit application is available 
for the public to view at DEQ’s main office in Helena (1520 East 6th Avenue). The application may 
also be viewed by visiting DEQ’s website (http://deq.mt.gov/Land/hardrock/mlr_apppg).  
 
DEQ determined that MLR’s application was complete and compliant and, on May 13, 2019, 
issued MLR a draft operating permit for the proposed project and is now preparing an 
environmental assessment (EA).  The EA is being prepared to meet the requirements of the 
Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) and will analyze the potential impacts of the proposed 
project. 
 
Under MEPA, the first phase in preparing an EA is to conduct “scoping.”  The purpose of scoping 
is to identify the environmental issues associated with the proposed project.  An interdisciplinary 
team of technical experts is currently working to determine the scope of the analysis to be 
contained in the EA.  DEQ is asking for comments from tribal governments to help identify issues 
and possible alternatives they would like to be considered in the EA. The scoping period began 
Monday, May 20, 2019 and ends Wednesday, June 19, 2019. You may submit your comments on 
the proposed project electronically at mlr-ea@eroresources.com or by postal mail to the 
following address: 

 
Montana Department of Environmental Quality  
Attn: Jen Lane, MEPA Coordinator  
PO Box 200901 
Helena, MT 59620-0901 
 

http://deq.mt.gov/Land/hardrock/mlr_apppg
mailto:mlr-ea@eroresources.com
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In addition to scoping under MEPA, DEQ is required to consult with and obtain the comments of 
Montana tribal governments that may be directly impacted by a project under Section 75-1-
201(1)(c), MCA. Throughout the environmental review process, DEQ staff would be happy to 
provide additional information and to discuss any issues that the Council may raise regarding the 
proposed project. If you have specific questions regarding the project please feel free to contact 
myself or Jen Lane, the MEPA Coordinator, at any time during the environmental review process: 
 
 James Strait 
 Tribal and Cultural Resources Officer 
 Department of Environmental Quality 
 P.O. Box 200901 
 Helena, MT 59620-0901 
 (406) 444-6765 
 jstrait@mt.gov  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
James Strait 
Tribal and Cultural Resources Officer 
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May 20, 2019 
 
Duane Reid 
THPO  
Little Shell Culture Committee 
625 Central Ave W Suite 100  
Great Falls, MT 59404  
 
RE: Tribal Consultation on the Proposed Montana Limestone Resources, LLC Mine 
Environmental Assessment 
 
Dear Duane, 
  
You are invited to participate in the Montana Department of Environmental Quality’s (DEQ) 
environmental review process for Montana Limestone Resources’, LLC (MLR), proposed 
operating permit for a limestone quarry and plant to produce lime, located about 2.5 miles west 
of Drummond, Montana, in Granite County (see attached map).  Approval of the operating permit 
would result in the development of the 546-acre permit area. The permit application is available 
for the public to view at DEQ’s main office in Helena (1520 East 6th Avenue). The application may 
also be viewed by visiting DEQ’s website (http://deq.mt.gov/Land/hardrock/mlr_apppg).  
 
DEQ determined that MLR’s application was complete and compliant and, on May 13, 2019, 
issued MLR a draft operating permit for the proposed project and is now preparing an 
environmental assessment (EA).  The EA is being prepared to meet the requirements of the 
Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) and will analyze the potential impacts of the proposed 
project. 
 
Under MEPA, the first phase in preparing an EA is to conduct “scoping.”  The purpose of scoping 
is to identify the environmental issues associated with the proposed project.  An interdisciplinary 
team of technical experts is currently working to determine the scope of the analysis to be 
contained in the EA.  DEQ is asking for comments from tribal governments to help identify issues 
and possible alternatives they would like to be considered in the EA. The scoping period began 
Monday, May 20, 2019 and ends Wednesday, June 19, 2019. You may submit your comments on 
the proposed project electronically at mlr-ea@eroresources.com or by postal mail to the 
following address: 

 
Montana Department of Environmental Quality  
Attn: Jen Lane, MEPA Coordinator  
PO Box 200901 
Helena, MT 59620-0901 

http://deq.mt.gov/Land/hardrock/mlr_apppg
mailto:mlr-ea@eroresources.com
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In addition to scoping under MEPA, DEQ is required to consult with and obtain the comments of 
Montana tribal governments that may be directly impacted by a project under Section 75-1-
201(1)(c), MCA. Throughout the environmental review process, DEQ staff would be happy to 
provide additional information and to discuss any issues that the Council may raise regarding the 
proposed project. If you have specific questions regarding the project please feel free to contact 
myself or Jen Lane, the MEPA Coordinator, at any time during the environmental review process: 
 
 James Strait 
 Tribal and Cultural Resources Officer 
 Department of Environmental Quality 
 P.O. Box 200901 
 Helena, MT 59620-0901 
 (406) 444-6765 
 jstrait@mt.gov  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
James Strait 
Tribal and Cultural Resources Officer 
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Steve Bullock, Governor  I  Shaun McGrath, Director  I  P.O. Box 200901  I  Helena, MT 59620-0901  I  (406) 444-2544  I  www.deq.mt.gov 

 
 
May 20, 2019 
 
Chairman Harlan Baker 
Chippewa Cree Tribe 
PO Box 544  
Box Elder, MT 59521 
 
RE: Tribal Consultation on the Proposed Montana Limestone Resources, LLC Mine 
Environmental Assessment 
 
Dear Chariman Baker, 
  
You are invited to participate in the Montana Department of Environmental Quality’s (DEQ) 
environmental review process for Montana Limestone Resources’, LLC (MLR), proposed 
operating permit for a limestone quarry and plant to produce lime, located about 2.5 miles 
west of Drummond, Montana, in Granite County (see attached map).  Approval of the operating 
permit would result in the development of the 546-acre permit area. The permit application is 
available for the public to view at DEQ’s main office in Helena (1520 East 6th Avenue). The 
application may also be viewed by visiting DEQ’s website 
(http://deq.mt.gov/Land/hardrock/mlr_apppg).  
 
DEQ determined that MLR’s application was complete and compliant and, on May 13, 2019, 
issued MLR a draft operating permit for the proposed project and is now preparing an 
environmental assessment (EA).  The EA is being prepared to meet the requirements of the 
Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) and will analyze the potential impacts of the 
proposed project. 
 
Under MEPA, the first phase in preparing an EA is to conduct “scoping.”  The purpose of scoping 
is to identify the environmental issues associated with the proposed project.  An 
interdisciplinary team of technical experts is currently working to determine the scope of the 
analysis to be contained in the EA.  DEQ is asking for comments from tribal governments to help 
identify issues and possible alternatives they would like to be considered in the EA. The scoping 
period began Monday, May 20, 2019 and ends Wednesday, June 19, 2019. You may submit 
your comments on the proposed project electronically at mlr-ea@eroresources.com or by 
postal mail to the following address: 

 
Montana Department of Environmental Quality  
Attn: Jen Lane, MEPA Coordinator  
PO Box 200901 
Helena, MT 59620-0901 
 

http://deq.mt.gov/Land/hardrock/mlr_apppg
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In addition to scoping under MEPA, DEQ is required to consult with and obtain the comments of 
Montana tribal governments that may be directly impacted by a project under Section 75-1-
201(1)(c), MCA. Throughout the environmental review process, DEQ staff would be happy to 
provide additional information and to discuss any issues that the Council may raise regarding 
the proposed project. If you have specific questions regarding the project please feel free to 
contact myself or Jen Lane, the MEPA Coordinator, at any time during the environmental 
review process: 
 
 James Strait 
 Tribal and Cultural Resources Officer 
 Department of Environmental Quality 
 P.O. Box 200901 
 Helena, MT 59620-0901 
 (406) 444-6765 
 jstrait@mt.gov  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
James Strait 
Tribal and Cultural Resources Officer 
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May 20, 2019 
 
Jonathan Windy Boy  
THPO  
Chippewa Cree Cultural Resources Preservation Department  
PO Box 230  
Box Elder, MT 59521   
 
RE: Tribal Consultation on the Proposed Montana Limestone Resources, LLC Mine 
Environmental Assessment 
 
Dear Jonathan, 
  
You are invited to participate in the Montana Department of Environmental Quality’s (DEQ) 
environmental review process for Montana Limestone Resources’, LLC (MLR), proposed 
operating permit for a limestone quarry and plant to produce lime, located about 2.5 miles west 
of Drummond, Montana, in Granite County (see attached map).  Approval of the operating permit 
would result in the development of the 546-acre permit area. The permit application is available 
for the public to view at DEQ’s main office in Helena (1520 East 6th Avenue). The application may 
also be viewed by visiting DEQ’s website (http://deq.mt.gov/Land/hardrock/mlr_apppg).  
 
DEQ determined that MLR’s application was complete and compliant and, on May 13, 2019, 
issued MLR a draft operating permit for the proposed project and is now preparing an 
environmental assessment (EA).  The EA is being prepared to meet the requirements of the 
Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) and will analyze the potential impacts of the proposed 
project. 
 
Under MEPA, the first phase in preparing an EA is to conduct “scoping.”  The purpose of scoping 
is to identify the environmental issues associated with the proposed project.  An interdisciplinary 
team of technical experts is currently working to determine the scope of the analysis to be 
contained in the EA.  DEQ is asking for comments from tribal governments to help identify issues 
and possible alternatives they would like to be considered in the EA. The scoping period began 
Monday, May 20, 2019 and ends Wednesday, June 19, 2019. You may submit your comments on 
the proposed project electronically at mlr-ea@eroresources.com or by postal mail to the 
following address: 

 
Montana Department of Environmental Quality  
Attn: Jen Lane, MEPA Coordinator  
PO Box 200901 
Helena, MT 59620-0901 
 

http://deq.mt.gov/Land/hardrock/mlr_apppg
mailto:mlr-ea@eroresources.com
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In addition to scoping under MEPA, DEQ is required to consult with and obtain the comments of 
Montana tribal governments that may be directly impacted by a project under Section 75-1-
201(1)(c), MCA. Throughout the environmental review process, DEQ staff would be happy to 
provide additional information and to discuss any issues that the Council may raise regarding the 
proposed project. If you have specific questions regarding the project please feel free to contact 
myself or Jen Lane, the MEPA Coordinator, at any time during the environmental review process: 
 
 James Strait 
 Tribal and Cultural Resources Officer 
 Department of Environmental Quality 
 P.O. Box 200901 
 Helena, MT 59620-0901 
 (406) 444-6765 
 jstrait@mt.gov  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
James Strait 
Tribal and Cultural Resources Officer 
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May 20, 2019 
 
Dyan Youpee  
THPO  
Assiniboine & Sioux Tribes Cultural Resource Committee 
PO Box 1027  
Poplar, MT 59255  
 
RE: Tribal Consultation on the Proposed Montana Limestone Resources, LLC Mine 
Environmental Assessment 
 
Dear Dyan, 
  
You are invited to participate in the Montana Department of Environmental Quality’s (DEQ) 
environmental review process for Montana Limestone Resources’, LLC (MLR), proposed 
operating permit for a limestone quarry and plant to produce lime, located about 2.5 miles west 
of Drummond, Montana, in Granite County (see attached map).  Approval of the operating permit 
would result in the development of the 546-acre permit area. The permit application is available 
for the public to view at DEQ’s main office in Helena (1520 East 6th Avenue). The application may 
also be viewed by visiting DEQ’s website (http://deq.mt.gov/Land/hardrock/mlr_apppg).  
 
DEQ determined that MLR’s application was complete and compliant and, on May 13, 2019, 
issued MLR a draft operating permit for the proposed project and is now preparing an 
environmental assessment (EA).  The EA is being prepared to meet the requirements of the 
Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) and will analyze the potential impacts of the proposed 
project. 
 
Under MEPA, the first phase in preparing an EA is to conduct “scoping.”  The purpose of scoping 
is to identify the environmental issues associated with the proposed project.  An interdisciplinary 
team of technical experts is currently working to determine the scope of the analysis to be 
contained in the EA.  DEQ is asking for comments from tribal governments to help identify issues 
and possible alternatives they would like to be considered in the EA. The scoping period began 
Monday, May 20, 2019 and ends Wednesday, June 19, 2019. You may submit your comments on 
the proposed project electronically at mlr-ea@eroresources.com or by postal mail to the 
following address: 
 

Montana Department of Environmental Quality  
Attn: Jen Lane, MEPA Coordinator  
PO Box 200901 
Helena, MT 59620-0901 

http://deq.mt.gov/Land/hardrock/mlr_apppg
mailto:mlr-ea@eroresources.com
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In addition to scoping under MEPA, DEQ is required to consult with and obtain the comments of 
Montana tribal governments that may be directly impacted by a project under Section 75-1-
201(1)(c), MCA. Throughout the environmental review process, DEQ staff would be happy to 
provide additional information and to discuss any issues that the Council may raise regarding the 
proposed project. If you have specific questions regarding the project please feel free to contact 
myself or Jen Lane, the MEPA Coordinator, at any time during the environmental review process: 
 
 James Strait 
 Tribal and Cultural Resources Officer 
 Department of Environmental Quality 
 P.O. Box 200901 
 Helena, MT 59620-0901 
 (406) 444-6765 
 jstrait@mt.gov  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
James Strait 
Tribal and Cultural Resources Officer 
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From: Lane, Jennifer
To: Nicole Bauman
Subject: Fw: Montana Limestone Resuorces west of Drummond
Date: Monday, June 10, 2019 9:43:47 AM

FYI: MLR Scoping

From: Larry Palmer <lap@blackfoot.net>
Sent: Saturday, June 8, 2019 8:06 AM
To: Lane, Jennifer
Subject: Montana Limestone Resuorces west of Drummond

I received a card in the mail about an Environmental Assessment being conducted on the
Drummond site. I don’t know anything about limestone quarry sites. I’m an adjacent land owner and
have 3 questions. 1) will the noise be objectionable? Especially at night? At night time we can hear
the train clearly even though it is a mile away. 2) dust. We are directly east of the site and the
prevailing winds are from the west. Has this been addressed? 3) in a test several years ago our wells
ground water flows to the east from the west. Any impact expected to ground water. Thanks

MLR 001 Scoping

mailto:JLane2@mt.gov
mailto:nbauman@eroresources.com


From: Tom Inman
To: MLR-EA
Date: Monday, June 17, 2019 9:47:28 AM

Good Morning
 
We were recently told by some friends that there was a comment period for your proposed Quarry,
and they were informed by mail. Is there going to be an open meeting on this, after comment
period?  I read the P Burg paper every week and never noticed anything on the comment period, but
I may have missed it also.
 
We live two miles from the proposed area and have full view of the site from my house as we live up
on West Mullan Trail. So I do have questions.
 
Thank you
 
Tom and Roxie Inman
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
 

mailto:tominman52@yahoo.com
mailto:mlr-ea@eroresources.com
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