
1

Gilbert, Sharona

From: Lincoln, Mike <MLincoln@archcoal.com>
Sent: Tuesday, October 11, 2016 6:16 AM
To: DEQCoal
Cc: Sjolund, Melissa
Subject: Bond Release Application - Prospecting Permit No. X2011334
Attachments: Proposed_Public_Notice_Bond_Release_Prospecting_Permit_X2011334.pdf; 

Final_Certified_Map_Prospecting_Permit_X2011334.pdf; 
Legal_Description_of_Location_and_Description of Reclamation.pdf; 
Application_for_Bond_Release_Prospecting_Permit_X2011334.pdf; 
Prospecting_Permit_X2011334_Letter_to_Ark_Land_re_Bond_Release.pdf; 
Prospecting_Permit_X2011334_Letter_to_County_Commissioners_re_Bond_Release.pdf; 
Prospecting_Permit_X2011334_Letter_to_GNP_Land_re_Bond_Release.pdf; 
Prospecting_Permit_X2011334_Letter_to_RDenson_re_Bond_Release.pdf

An application for bond release on Prospecting Permit No. X2011334 is attached along with all support documents.  The 
attached items include: 

‐ Completed Montana DEQ Bond Release Application Form 
‐ Final Certified Map 
‐ Proposed Public Notice 
‐ Legal Description of Location and Description of Reclamation 
‐ Letters to Surface Owners (3) 
‐ Letter to Powder River County Commissioners 

The public notice will be published once a week for two consecutive weeks in the Powder River Examiner newspaper of 
Broadus, Montana upon a notification from the DEQ that this application and the proposed public notice are 
complete.  Following the two consecutive weeks of publication, an affidavit of publication of the advertisement will be 
submitted to the DEQ. 

Please contact me with any questions concerning this application or to schedule a bond release inspection. 

Thank you, 

Michael J. Lincoln 
mlincoln@archcoal.com 
(307)325‐6581 x4  

***Email Disclaimer: The information contained in this e-mail, and in any accompanying documents, may constitute 
confidential and/or legally privileged information. The information is intended only for use by the designated recipient. If 
you are not the intended recipient (or responsible for delivery of the message to the intended recipient), you are hereby 
notified that any dissemination, distribution, copying, or other use of, or taking of any action in reliance on this e-mail is 
strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail communication in error, please notify the sender immediately and 
delete the message from your system. 

X2011334










 


 


 
 


Prospect
 
Legal De
Disturba
 
For the follo
1) Drill hol


filled with
2) All cuttin
 
Principal M
T. 4 S, R. 45
Section 15, 
Section 15, 
Section 15, 
Section 15, 
Section 10, 
Section 14, 
Section 11, 
Section 14, 
Section 14, 
Section 15, 
Section 14, 
Section 23, 
Section 23, 
Section 23, 
Section 14, 
Section 14, 
Section 23, 
Section 23, 
Section 26, 
Section 23, 
Section 23, 
Section 23, 
Section 26, 
Section 26, 
Section 26, 
Section 26, 
Section 26, 
Section 26, 
Section 26, 
Section 26, 
Section 25, 
Section 25, 
Section 25, 
Section 25, 
Section 25, 
Section 11, 
Section 11, 
Section 11, 
Section 11, 
Section 11, 
Section 11, 
Section 12, 
Section 13, 
Section 13, 
Section 13, 
Section 13, 
Section 12, 
Section 12, 
Section 12, 
Section 12, 


t Permit No


escription o
ances  


owing locations,
es were filled w
h cuttings and/or


ngs on the drill s


Meridian, Montan
5 E.,  
SW¼SW¼SE¼
NE¼SE¼SE¼ -
SW¼NW¼SE¼
NW¼NE¼NE¼
SW¼SE¼SE¼ 
NW¼NW¼NW
SW¼SE¼SW¼
SE¼NE¼NW¼
SW¼SE¼NW¼
SW¼SE¼NE¼ 
SW¼NW¼SW¼
NW¼NE¼NW¼
NW¼SW¼NE¼
SW¼NE¼NE¼
SW¼NE¼SE¼ 
NW¼SW¼SE¼
NE¼NE¼SW¼
SW¼NW¼NW
NE¼NE¼NW¼
SW¼SW¼SE¼
NW¼NE¼SE¼
NE¼SE¼SE¼ -
NW¼NE¼NE¼
NW¼SW¼NE¼
NW¼NE¼SE¼
SE¼NE¼SE¼ -
SE¼NW¼SE¼ 
SE¼SE¼NW¼ 
SW¼NE¼SW¼
SE¼SW¼NW¼
NW¼SW¼NW
NW¼NE¼SW¼
SW¼NE¼NW¼
NE¼SE¼NW¼
NE¼NW¼SE¼
SW¼NW¼SW¼
SW¼SE¼NW¼
SW¼NW¼SE¼
NE¼SE¼SE¼ -
SE¼SE¼NE¼ -
SE¼NW¼NE¼
SW¼NW¼SW¼
NE¼NW¼NW¼
NE¼SW¼NW¼
NW¼NW¼NE¼
SE¼SW¼NE¼ 
SE¼NW¼SE¼ 
SW¼SE¼SE¼ 
SE¼NW¼NW¼
SE¼SE¼NW¼ 


o. X2011334


f Location a


 reclamation acc
with bentonite ch


r soil to the leve
ites were leveled


na                  


¼ - Drill holes OC
- Drill holes OCC


¼ - Drill holes O
¼ - Drill holes O


- Drill holes OC
W¼ - Drill holes O
¼ - Drill holes OC
¼ - Drill holes OC
¼ - Drill holes O


- Drill holes OC
¼ - Drill holes O
¼ - Drill holes O
¼ - Drill holes O


¼ - Drill holes OC
- Drill holes OC


¼ - Drill holes O
¼ - Drill holes OC


¼ - Drill holes O
¼ - Drill holes O
¼ - Drill holes OC
¼ - Drill holes OC


- Drill holes OCC
¼ - Drill holes O
¼ - Drill holes O


¼ - Drill holes OC
- Drill holes OC
- Drill holes OC
- Drill holes OC


¼ - Drill holes O
¼ - Drill holes O


¼ - Drill holes O
¼ - Drill holes O
¼ - Drill holes O


¼ - Drill holes OC
¼ - Drill holes OC
¼ - Drill holes O


¼ - Drill holes O
¼ - Drill holes O
- Drill holes OCC
- Drill holes OC


¼ - Drill holes OC
¼ - Drill holes O
¼ - Drill holes O
¼ - Drill holes O
¼ - Drill holes O
- Drill holes OC
- Drill holes OC
- Drill holes OC


¼ - Drill holes O
- Drill holes OC


  


and Descrip


complished cons
hips from the bo
el of the original 
d out to a depth o


CC1101, OCP11
C1102, OCP110
CC1103, OCP11
CC1104, OCP11


CC1105, OCP110
OCC1106, OCP
CC1107, OCP11
CC1108, OCP11
CC1109, OCP11


CC1110, OCP11
OCC1111, OCP1
OCC1112, OCP1
OCC1113, OCP1
CC1114, OCP11
CC1115, OCP11
CC1116, OCP11
CC1117, OCP11
OCC1120, OCP1
CC1121, OCP11
CC1122, OCP11
CC1123, OCP11
C1124, OCP112
CC1125, OCP11


OCC1126, OCP1
CC1127, OCP11
C1128, OCP112


CC1129, OCP11
CC1130, OCP11
CC1131, OCP11
CC1132, OCP11
OCC1133, OCP1


OCC1134, OCP1
OCC1135, OCP1
CC1136, OCP11
CC1137, OCP11
OCC1139, OCP1
CC1140, OCP11
CC1141, OCP11
C1142, OCP114
C1143, OCP114
CC1144, OCP11
OCC1145, OCP1
OCC1146, OCP1
OCC1147, OCP1
OCC1148, OCP1
CC1149, OCP11
CC1150, OCP11
CC1151, OCP115
OCC1152, OCP1
CC1153, OCP11


ption of Rec


sisted of:   
ottom of the hole
surface.   
of less than one-


101  
02  
103  
104  
05  


P1106  
107  
108  
109  
10  


1111  
1112  
113  


114  
15  
116  
117  
1120  
121  
122  
123  
24  
125  
126  


127  
28  
29  
30  
131  
132  
1133  
134  
135  


136  
137  
1139  
140  
141  
42  
43  
144 
1145  
1146  
147  


1148  
49  
50  
51  
152  
53 


clamation A


e up to two feet


-half inch and al


Accomplishe


t of depth and th


ll drill sites were


ed for All 


he remaining ho


e broadcast seede


ole was 


ed. 







 


 


For the follo
1) Drill hol


filled with
2) Mud pits 
3) All cuttin
 
Principal M
T. 4 S, R. 45
Section 23, 
Section 23, 
Section 23, 
Section 12, 
Section 12, 
 
 
For the follo
1) Ruts in tw
 
Principal M
T. 4 S, R. 45
Section 14, 
 
 


owing locations,
es were filled w
h cuttings and/or
were backfilled


ngs on the drill s


Meridian, Montan
5 E.,  
SW¼NW¼SW¼
SW¼SW¼NW¼
SW¼SW¼SW¼
NE¼SE¼NE¼ 
SW¼NW¼NE¼


owing locations,
wo-track road w


Meridian, Montan
5 E.,  
SE¼NW¼SW¼


 reclamation acc
with bentonite ch


r soil to the leve
d and then the top
ites were leveled


na                  


¼ - Drill holes O
¼ - Drill holes O
¼ - Drill holes O
- Drill holes OC


¼ - Drill holes O


 reclamation acc
ere leveled and s


na                  


¼ - Regraded Rut


complished cons
hips from the bo
el of the original 
psoil, which was
d out to a depth o


OCC1118, OCP1
OCC1119, OCP1
OCC1138, OCC1
CC1154, OCP115
OCC1155, OCP1


complished cons
smoothed.  Distu


ts 


sisted of:   
ottom of the hole
surface.    


s stockpiled duri
of less than one-


1118  
1119 
1138R, OCP1138
54  
155 


sisted of: 
urbance was bro


e up to two feet


ing excavation, w
-half inch and al


8  


oadcast seeded.  


t of depth and th


was replaced.  
ll drill sites were


he remaining ho


e broadcast seede


ole was 


ed.  








 
 


 
Public Notice 


 
 


Otter Creek Coal, LLC is applying for bond release from the Montana Department 
of Environmental Quality on exploration drilling operations conducted under 
Prospecting Permit No. X2011334 in Powder River County, Montana. 
 
The following information is provided per Administrative Rules of Montana 
17.24.1017(3): 
 
Name of permittee: Otter Creek Coal, LLC 
Prospecting Permit No.:  X2011334 
Date issued:  July 15, 2011 
Date last renewed:  July 15, 2015 
Date expired: July 15, 2016 
 
Township, range and section of the area for which bond release is requested: 
Principle Meridian, Montana 
T. 4 S., R. 45 E., Sections 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 22, 23, 25, 26 
 
Extent of disturbance: 
Drill holes – 111 holes were drilled at 55 drill sites.  Small pits were excavated as 
mud pits or for water containment at 5 of these sites. 
Road maintenance – A stretch of two-track road totaling 600 sq. feet (0.014 acres) 
was rutted during drilling operations and subsequently regraded. 
 
Bond held / bond release requested: 
The Montana Department of Environmental Quality holds a $21,000 surety bond 
for the reclamation of the disturbance associated with these holes.  Bond release of 
the entire $21,000 amount is being sought. 


 
Completion of reclamation:  
Surface and subsurface reclamation of all drill holes and drill sites was completed 
as approved. 
 
The application is available for inspection at the Department of Environmental 
Quality offices in Helena (1218 East 6th Avenue), and Billings (1371 Rimtop 
Drive, Building IP-9, Airport Industrial Park). Electronic copies of the application 
may be requested by visiting the website http://deq.mt.gov/Public/ea/coal or by 
emailing DEQCoal@mt.gov. 
 
Written comments, objections and/or requests for informal conference on this 
application may be submitted to the Department of Environmental Quality, Coal 
Section, P.O. Box 200901, Helena, MT 59620-0901 or electronically at 
http://svc.mt.gov/deq/publiccomment/ within 30 days of the final publication of 
this notice. 
 


















































