[bookmark: _GoBack]MONTANA CLEAN DIESEL SCHOOL BUS REPLACEMENT
AUGUST 2014 APPLICATION FORM

Contact Person: _______________________ Email: ___________________________
Phone: __________________________ Fax: _________________________________
Organization: ___________________________________________________
D-U-N-S® Number: ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___
Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________
Physical Address: _______________________________________________________
City, State, Zip: _________________________________________________________
County: _________________________________________________________
Size of Bus Fleet: _________ 	Students Transported Annually: _________________

Low bid with all options:					$____________________
Total cost of bus chosen					$____________________
Grant request 						$____________________
Mandatory Match  						$____________________

Would this bus replacement occur before September 30, 2017 and without this EPA financial assistance? ___No __Yes

Existing Bus Data (from the old diesel bus being replaced and scrapped)
Bus Vehicle Identification Number: ___________________ (Include copy of existing title)
Bus Chassis Manufacturer & Year: ___________________   Horsepower rating: ____hp
Engine Manufacturer, Model, Year Built:  ____________________________________
Engine Serial Number:   _________________ Gallons of Diesel/Year: _____________
Total Chassis Miles: ______________ Total Current Diesel Engine Miles: __________

New Clean Diesel Bus information (for replacement bus with EPA 2013 or newer emissions)
Bus Miles per Year: ________________ (include miles in addition to route, like summer school)
Daily Miles: _______________ Pupils / Daily: __________   Type of bus (C or D) ________
Bus Capacity ____students			Fuel for new bus:__________
Authorized Official’s Signature______________________________ 
Authorized Official’s Title__________________	Date______________________

This project is advertised as a part of the reauthorization of the Diesel Emissions Reduction Act of 2012 national grant award.  An award of funds under this project is automatically canceled if federal funds under the Act are not appropriated or otherwise made available to support the contract’s commencement or continuation of performance.  Applications and signed letters of financial commitment for local cash match must be postmarked by September 25, 2014.

Send all application materials to:
Bill Webb
Montana DEQ - Energy and Pollution Prevention Bureau
P.O. Box 200901
Helena, MT 59620-0901
406.444.6465 (voice), 406.444.6836 (fax), Email: biwebb@mt.gov

Please refer to the detailed instruction and the following pages for instructions on completing the application.

Montana Diesel School Bus Replacement
August 2014 Application Form Detailed Instructions

Note: A separate application must be submitted for each bus replaced.

Contact Person, Email, Phone, & Fax number: The person(s) responsible for the financial and technical application and authorized to sign the contract for the replacement bus in the school or district. This is not the school bus contractor. 

Name of Organization: Please provide the name of the school or district that would receive the funding. Applicants with contracted bus services will need to coordinate with their contractors for this project, and modify their contracts if need be.

D-U-N-S® Number: EPA requires all applicants receiving or applying for DERA funding to provide their Dun and Bradstreet Universal Numbering System (DUNS) number. The Montana Office of Public Instruction (OPI) has offered to assist schools and school districts acquire this identifier if not already in existence.  Please contact Donell Rosenthal at OPI (406 444-3024, drosenthal@mt.gov) for more information. DUNS number requests usually take 30 days to process.  Applications cannot be accepted without a DUNS number.

Mailing Address, Physical Address, City, State, Zip, and County: Provide the mailing and physical address of the school or district where an agreement may be sent and the county where the school is located. Only applications from the specified counties will be considered.  

Size of Bus Fleet, Students Transported Annually: Provide the number of buses operated by the school, district, or bus contractor and the number of students that are transported annually.

The information above can be repeated on each application for each bus to be replaced. The information requested below is specific to each bus and route.

Low bid with all options and costs: This is the cost of the bus with all options. Bus bids must clearly identify bus cost, options and all applicable costs, including replacement filters, if applicable.

Total cost of bus chosen: Applicant is not required to purchase the lowest bid bus.  Insert the total cost of the bus chosen.  

Grant Request: This is the amount of funds requested for the replacement diesel school bus, based on the lowest bid with options. This would be the lower of either $26,000 or 25-percent of the low bus bid.  

Mandatory Match: The mandatory match the difference between the cost of the bus chosen, and the grant amount. Please note that matching funds are no longer evaluated in the ranking criteria.  

The EPA requires a minimum mandatory match for a replacement school bus of 75 percent of the cost of the delivered school bus. DEQ will provide 25% of the lowest bid, or a maximum of $26,000.  The remainder of cost is the mandatory match, and the responsibility of the school.  The school may choose to purchase a bus that was not the lowest bid, but the DEQ grant amount will be based on the lowest bid. 


Would this bus replacement occur before September 30, 2017 and without this EPA financial assistance: EPA requires funds for replacement vehicles to be used to replace vehicles before their regular replacement period (early retirement).  Checking “yes” will disqualify the application from further consideration.  Replacement periods vary between schools. EPA requires that all buses being replaced would have a service life beyond September 30, 2017. In other words, the school district had no plans to retire the bus before September 30, 2017. Answering “no” to this question ensures that successful applicants will provide DEQ the necessary fleet rotation documentation for DEQ to provide EPA. 

Existing Bus Data: The following information is from the bus to be replaced and recycled.

Bus Vehicle Identification Number: The VIN from the diesel bus to be replaced is listed here on the application. It must match the VIN on the copy of the existing bus title (provided with the application). This VIN should coordinate with the OPI database where applicable. 

Bus Model Year, Bus Manufacturer, and Bus Capacity: This information lists the model year of the existing bus chassis, manufacturer, and rider capacity.

Horsepower Rating: EPA requires that the horsepower rating of the existing bus engine is a “like for like” replacement, which means that the duty and horsepower rating cannot significantly change. For this program, new buses with increased safety features, weight, and emissions, an increase of 25-40 percent in the horsepower rating is acceptable.  For example, a Cummins C 8.3 liter engine rated at 185 hp could be replaced with another Cummins ISC13 engine in the new bus rated at 245 hp. Please contact us if you need clarification. 

Engine Manufacturer, Year Built and Engine Serial Number:  Please provide the engine manufacturer, the model, the engine year built (not always the same as the bus model year), and the engine serial number for the working engine in the school bus being replaced. The engine year built may be different from the school bus model year because of engine replacements. Emissions are based on the engine year built.

Gallons of Diesel per Year: Please provide the estimated diesel gallons per year used by the vehicle to be replaced. If necessary, use the school bus fuel economy (miles per gallon) and the route/use for the replacement bus to estimate gallons. 

Total Chassis Miles: The current odometer reading for the bus to be replaced.

New Replacement Bus Data: The following information is for the replacement bus.

EPA 2013 Emissions or Newer: Buses purchased with these funds must be powered by a 2013 or newer model year certified highway heavy duty engine (EPA 2013 emissions or newer). The manufacturer will certify the emissions standard on the bill of lading. Buses with EPA 2013 or newer emissions may require maintenance costs not now encountered by applicants. 

Bus Miles Driven per Year: Please provide the estimated number of miles that the new bus will drive in a year. Most fleets put the newest bus on the longest or most time sensitive routes, and this may include route miles, training miles, and/or other student transport miles (for example, summer school miles).

Daily Miles: Please provide the estimated daily miles that the replacement bus will travel. 

Pupils / Daily Route: Please provide the estimated number of pupils that will be on the route for the new bus.

Type of Bus (C or D):   School bus types as defined as Type C buses are a conventional bus; and Type D are a front/mid/rear-engine transit-style school bus. DEQ will focus on these larger buses to potentially benefit a greater number of student riders.

School or district bus retirement policy: This is to be included with the application as explained in the application instructions.  

Copy of title of bus to be retired, to be included with the application.

New Bus Bid #1, New Bus Bid #2, New Bus Bid #3 (Total Price & Vendor): Please provide copies of three competitive bids by different vendors for each bus replacement. The lowest bid will be used to determine the grant amount. The school may purchase a bus that is not the lowest bid.  If a vendor will not provide a bid, please enclose a signed letter or email from the vendor stating that they do not wish to bid. 

Complete Application Checklist:
· Completed and signed 1-page August 2014 application;
· Letter of Commitment for match and early retirement of vehicle; 
· School or district bus retirement policy;
· Copy of title of bus to be retired;
· Bids from three vendors for each bus clearly showing base cost, options and their costs. If one or more vendors will not bid, include a letter from the non-bidding vendors that they do not wish to participate at this time; and
· Postmarked on or before September 25, 2014

