
COAL PROSPECTING SHORT-FORM PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESS    Montana Department of Environmental Quality – Coal & Uranium Program
Statute: Strip and Underground Mine Siting Act; 82-4-101, et seq., MCA
Rule: Strip and Underground Mine Reclamation Act; 17.24.301, et seq., ARM NOTE: Timeframes may change due to delayed response from applicant

D
EQ

Pu
bl

ic
 

In
vo

lv
em

en
t

Ap
pl

ic
an

t/ 
C

us
to

m
er

No less than 10 Days from Date Received 5-10 Days from Close of Public Comment Period

Acceptability 
Review

Deadline = 5 days from 
close of public comment 
period if no comments 
received, or 10 days if 

comments received
82-4-226(8)(f) 

YES

NO

Application Review
Process Begins

Date Received: _______

Administrative 
Completeness and 

Preliminary 
Acceptability

Review

Deadline = 10 days from 
Date Received
82-4-226(8)(b) 

Administratively 
Complete

Complete Date: _______
82-4-226(8)(d) 

Public Notice
82-4-226(8)(e) 

NO

Is the 
Application 

Acceptable?

Applicant Files 
Performance Bond

ARM 17.24.404(6)
ARM 17.24.405(7)(a)(iii) 

Does the
Department Issue

the Permit?

YES

If Significantly Modified

EA DevelopmentPre-Drill Inspection

YES

Is the 
Application 
Complete?

NO
YES

Applicant Submits 
Revised 

Application

Deficiency Notice

DEQ shall notify the applicant 
in writing, listing in detail the 

information necessary to cure 
the deficiency
82-4-226(8)(b) 

Deficiency Notice

DEQ shall notify the 
applicant in writing, setting 
forth the reasons why it is 

not acceptable

Submit Public 
Copy to County 

Courthouse
or other approved 

location
82-4-226(8)(e) 

Notice of 
Decision

Applicant Submits 
Revised 

Application

Deficiency 
Response

Review

Deadline = 5 days from 
Date Received
82-4-226(8)(b) 

Notice of 
Completeness
and required bond 

amount

82-4-226(8)(d) 

Applicant Submits  
Application for a 

Prospecting Permit
ARM 17.24.1001

Notice of 
Decision

ARM 
17.24.405(3)(4)(5)

Department 
Issues Permit

ARM 17.24.405(7)(b)        

Department 
Issues Permit

ARM 
17.24.405(7)(b)        

Written Request for 
Hearing (Appeal)

Deadline: 30 days from the 
Department’s decision

MCA 82-4-206

Deficiency 
Response

Review

Deadline = 5 days from 
Date Received
82-4-226(8)(b) 

Written Comments
Deadline = 10 
days following 

publication of the 
notice

Written Request for 
Hearing (Appeal)

Deadline: 30 days from the 
Department’s decision

MCA 82-4-206

Reviewed/Updated: February 2015

http://deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH24-04.pdf
http://deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH24-04.pdf
http://deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH24-04.pdf
http://deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH24-04.pdf
http://deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH24-04.pdf
http://deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH24-04.pdf
http://deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH24-04.pdf
http://deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH24-04.pdf
http://deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH24-04.pdf
http://deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH24-04.pdf
http://deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH24-04.pdf
http://deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH24-04.pdf
http://deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH24-03.pdf
http://deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH24-03.pdf
http://deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH24-04.pdf
http://deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH24-04.pdf
http://deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH24-04.pdf
http://deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH24-04.pdf
http://deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH24-04.pdf
http://deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH24-04.pdf
http://deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH24-04.pdf
http://deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH24-04.pdf
http://deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH24-04.pdf
http://deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH24-04.pdf
http://deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH24-04.pdf
http://deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH24-04.pdf
http://deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH24-04.pdf
http://deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH24-04.pdf
http://deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH24-04.pdf
http://deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH24-04.pdf
http://deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH24-04.pdf
http://deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH24-04.pdf
http://deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH24-04.pdf
http://deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH24-04.pdf
http://deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH24-04.pdf
http://deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH24-04.pdf
http://deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH24-04.pdf
http://deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH24-04.pdf
http://deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH24-04.pdf
http://deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH24-04.pdf
http://deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH24-04.pdf
http://deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH24-04.pdf
http://deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH24-04.pdf
http://deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH24-04.pdf

	Page-1�



