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THEMES

Preparations for Climate Solutions Council meeting December 9-10

Completion of working papers to share that frame issues and identify what we know and don’t know.
These papers will lead into the preparation of a scoping document in January that will present important
questions for the public and preliminary perspectives on some issues.

Workshop sessions on our highest priority issues.
Decision Support White Paper

What are the options for delivering “climate services” to bridge the gap between science and decision
makers?

Montana Adaptation Knowledge Exchange (M.A.K.E.) is one option, built on the MCA and subsequent
discussions. What is the scope of a possible organization? How to best utilize other entities?

Who is our decision-making audience?
e (Citizens of Montana
e Government agencies (what are the barriers to using climate science in the decision process?)
e Governance structure at the state level

Need to discuss further, perhaps in a Council workshop.
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|dentify Climate
Hazards

Implement Select Adaptive
Adaptive Actions Actions

Climate Change Adaptation Cycle

~ Define planning purpose

A Assess climate impacts and
vulnerabilities

Set, review, and/or revise
. adaptation goals, strategies,
~and actions

Adjust actions
as needed

Monitor
action
effectiveness

Implement
adaptation actions
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Adaptive Management Cycle

double loop
reformulating the decision
architecture based on technical
and institutional learning

Assess problem deliberative
phase

single loop
adjusting decisions
based on technical
learning

Evaluate Implement

iterative

phase
Monitor

1. Conceptualize

Define initial team

Define scope, vision, targets
Identify critical threats
Complete situation analysis

2. Plan Actions and
. Monitoring
Conservation « Develop goals, strategies,

assumptions, and objectives
Measures « Develop monitoring plan

Partnership « Develop operational plan
Open Standards

5. Capture and Share
Learning

« Document learming
* Share learning
* Create learning environment

3. Implement Actions

and Monitoring

« Develop work plan and
timeline

« Develop and refine budget

« Implement plans

4. Analyze, Use,
Adapt
» Prepare data for analysis

* Analyze results
* Adapt strategic plan

Water Resources — Build a Better Sponge
Protect and Restore Floodplains, Wetlands, and Riparian areas
Map water resources to drive prioritization
Monitor

Promote Function
e Slow down the water
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e Natural Storage

Range (Grasslands) — Build a Better Sponge
Carbon sink (carbon credit mitigation)
Soil health
Pollinators (see report prepared for MCA)
Conservation Easements to preserve sizeable rangeland areas
Weed and Pest Control

Forestry
Maintain and Increase
Fire adapted forest and communities
Urban/Community forestry
Manage for wood products

Biomass
e Liquid fuel
e Soil enhancement

Species composition

Watershed

One size does not fit all!
Agriculture

Research Priorities

Practices/Technology
e Incentives
e Information

Information
e  Monitoring
e  Programs
e Database

Mitigation and adaptation strategies are often identical
Working paper on monitoring to be developed

Including inventory of state and Federal monitoring programs
Community Resilience — Focus on Process

The recommendations focus on planning process to assist communities in assessing climate risk and how
to best respond

Planning processes outline including strategies to build capacity
Resources identified including Montana community climate adaptation plans

Implementation
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The state could facilitate community audits
e Trees
e  Water quality

e Safety
e Housing
e Energy

Public Health Recommendations/Priorities
Human/public health climate assessment will be released in fall 2020.
Community Assessments

Monitor Health for
e Extreme heat
e Infectious disease
e  Water-borne illness
e Food-borneillness
e Mental Health

e  Wildfires:
o Smoke
o Allergies
o Ozone

o Particulates
Local Action Plans
Built Environment

Planning processes to develop policies to address climate impacts in local communities
e Transportation
e Energy infrastructure
e Energy efficiency (especially | Tribal and rural housing)
e Floodplain development

Recommendation to follow FEMA process that communities work with.

Growth policies would address these issues — developing in floodplains, wildfire risk, etc.

ACTION ITEM RESPONSIBLE POINT OF CONTACT DUE DATE

Revised working papers submitted on or before John Tubbs, Sally Ericcson, and 12/03/2019
Tuesday, December 3. Shannin Danko

Papers will be circulated before the December 9-10
Council meeting.
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