
MDEQ Forest Fire Smoke 
Advisories

Pre-Season Planning and 
Communication
June 22, 2009



Agenda

• Welcome and introductions                              
Eric Merchant MDEQ  Policy and Planning

• MDEQ Forest Fire Smoke Advisories     
John Coefield MDEQ Meteorologist

• Questions, Comments and Discussion       



August 12, 2007



Respiratory problems on the rise
By MARTIN J. KIDSTON - IR Staff Writer - 08/09/07

Martin J. Kidston IR photo - Smoky skies make for a brilliant sunrise over the Capitol dome Wednesday.

Heavy smoke from summer wildfires has caused an increase in patients seeking care for respiratory problems at St. 
Peter’s Hospital, while causing sore throats and burning eyes in others.



MDEQ Smoke Advisory History

• Started August 8, 2000   Tenth year!
• Equipment has changed,  PM10 TEOM to 

PM2.5 BAM.
• Near “real time” data available on Today’s 

Air.
• Many more “real time” sites available.
• Web form created to allow more efficient 

updating of web page.



Daily Smoke Update

• Will start when any community is impacted 
heavily with forest fire smoke.

• June 26 last year Northern California smoke.
• Will end when smoke clears and may be 

temporarily suspended when conditions 
improve.

• September 19 last year.
• Updated by 10 AM daily
• Further updates may be posted as needed.



What will be included in update?

• Current Situation Report
• Smoke condition forecast
• Link to health advisories
• List of affected communities
• Link to Visibility guide
• Satellite Photos and analysis
• Link to Today’s Air
• Contact information



Permanent Resources on Web Site

• Links to other smoke resources
• Health Advisory Page
• Visibility guide
• Guide for Public Health Officials
• Health Advisories break points
• Link to Today’s Air



Today’s Air

• Near real time pollution data
• Hourly average of previous hours
• Updated hourly by 5-10 minutes after hour
• Map with color code for current health 

advisory
• Site specific information for listed sites 

with graph and table of current and past 
days



Today’s Air Improvements 2009

• Missoula and Sidney active now.
• Bozeman site re-located into town.
• Current health category on map in now 

utilizing all three averaging periods.
• Other improvements may occur.







DEQ smoke page

http://www.deq.mt.gov/FireUpdates/index.asp


Questions?

• John Coefield
• 444-5272
• jcoefield@mt.gov

mailto:jcoefield@mt.gov
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